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Abstract

Chinua Achebe (b. 1930) is a widely popular postcolonial Nigerian writer. In
his works, major focus is given to African politics, culture and the effect of
colonization in African societies. He has set this novel, A Man of the People in the
postcolonial period in an independent African country.

In the novel Achebe has obviously drawn the picture of post-colonial Africa
and African countries. The novel tells the story of the young educated and conscious
people Odili, the narrator of the novel, and his conflict with Chief Nanga, his former
teacher who enters a career in politics in an unnamed modern African country. Odili
represents the changing younger generation as well as colonized African people
whereas Nanga represents the traditional custom of Nigerians as well as the colonizer.
Through the relationship between Odili and Nanga, Achebe attempts to depict the
colonial influence in Post-Independent African countries. Nanga is the powerful but
corrupt Minister of Culture. As the Minister of Culture, Nanga's job is to protect the
traditions of his country. However, he uses his position and power to increase his
personal wealth rather than to improve the culture of the country. Being a
representative of indigenous, marginalized, oppressive and exploited group of people,
Odili struggles for power, rights, and equal opportunities and then to overthrow the
government run by Nanga-like politicians, who is the representative of colonizer. So
there is a clash between Odili and Nanga for the sake of power; one wants it for the
continuation of corruption while other for social welfare and end of such corruption.
Achebe makes a great satire upon the so-called politicians of the nation who earn
wealth from bribery, corruption and suppression. Postcolonial theory is used to

approach the text while working to carry out this research paper.
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