
TRIBHUVAN UNIVERSITY

Remembering Trauma of the Holocaust in Gunter Grass’s Novel The Tin Drum

A thesis submitted to the Central Department of English

in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of

Master of Philosophy in English

By

Yub Raj Paudyal

Central Department of English

Kirtipur, Kathmandu

May, 2013



Tribhuvan University

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

Letter of Recommendation

Mr. Yub Raj Paudyal completed his thesis entitled “Remembering Trauma of the

Holocaust in Gunter Grass’s Novel The Tin Drum” under my supervision. He carried out his

research from October 2010 to May 2013. I, hereby recommend his thesis be submitted for viva

voce.

-------------------------

Dr. Birendra  Pandey

Supervisor

Central department of English



Tribhuvan University

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

Approval Letter

This thesis submitted to the Central Department of English Tribhuvan University, by Yub

Raj Paudyal, entitled “Remembering Trauma of the Holocaust in Gunter Grass’s Novel The

Tin Drum” has been approved by the undersigned members of the Research Committee.

Members of the Research Committee

Internal Examiner

External Examiner

Head

Central Department of English

Date: ________________



Acknowledgement

First of all, I would like to express my profound gratitude to my thesis guide Prof. Dr.

Birendra Pandey, for without his guidance and encouragement it would not have been possible

for my thesis to see the light of the day. His able supervision and acute insight into my work, I

believe, has produced a worthwhile thesis. I remain indebted to him.

Similarly, it is my pleasure to record the names of my honoured teachers here. I am

indebted to Prof. Dr.  Abhi Subedi, Prof.  Dr. Krishna Chandra Sharma, Dr. Amma Raj Joshi,

Prof. Dr. Sanjeev Uprety, Dr. Arun Gupto, Dr. Ananda Sharma, Dr. Shiva Rijal and Mr. Bishnu

Sapkota.

Also, I would gladly like to mention the name of my wife Ms Sarita Sharma Paudyal who

always kept me encouraged about my work, and my intimate friend Yadu Raj Acharya who

spent hours with me discussing various aspects of my work, criticized the superfluities and

appreciated its strength.

My thanks are due to my parents and my brothers Indra, Deepak and Krishna for every

kind of support they extended to me.

May 2013 Yub Raj Paudyal



Abstract

Gunter Grass’s novel The Tin Drum (1959) is about a representation of the trauma caused

by the Holocaust. The novel includes references ranging from the Second World War and the

Nazi atrocity upon the German Jews and other minorities to the supernatural power gained by the

narrator, blasphemies to Church and Christ, parody, fairy tales, folklore, carnival, philosophy and

intertextuality.

At the personal level, the novel is about revolt against parent generation. The demigod

character Oskar stops growing at the age of three, can smash glasses with high pitch sound, can

grow hump willfully and starts drumming. He is an autobiographical character which portrays

him a paradoxical character caused by mental and physical dilemma.

At the societal level, Oskar carries the burden of Germany in his hump. He uses

blasphemy to take revenge against church which secretly supports Nazis and their activities. His

revolt against Nazi run education system and smashing doctors glass equipments in his lab

indirectly represents his disobey of ideology and cry against euthanasia.

The Tin Drum, in this light, can be read and interpreted as a remembrance of the reality of

trauma in both personal and societal level which is caused by Nazi ideology but inspired by

German Christian culture and support of German to Hitler and Nazis.
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