Tribhuvan University

Traumatic Memory in Jean Henry Dunant's A Memory of Solferino

A Thesis Submitted to the Central Department of English
in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the Degree of

Masters of Artsin English

By

Rachana Mishra

Central Department of English
Kirtipur, Kathmandu

May, 2010



Tribhuvan University

Central Department of English

L etter of Recommendation
This letter isto certify that Ms. Rachana Mishra has successfully completed her thesis entitled;
"Traumatic Memory in Jean Henry Dunant's A Memory of Solferino”, under my supervision.

Therefore, | recommend the dissertation for the viva voce.

Dr. Beerendra Pandey
Supervisor

May, 2010



Tribhuvan University

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

L etter of Approval
Thisthesis entitled "Traumatic Memory in Jean Henry Dunant's A Memory of Solferino”
submitted to the Central Department of English, Tribhuvan University by Ms. Rachana Mishra

has been approved by the undersigned members of the Research Committee.

Members of the Research Committee:

Head

.................................. Central Department of English

.................................. Date......ooo v



Acknowledgement

| would like to express my gratitude to my respected teacher Dr. Beerendra Pandey,
lecturer of the Central Department of English for his guidance and corrections of the thesis .1
thank all the teachers of Central Department of English and express the sincerest gratitude to
Prof. Dr Krishna Chandra Sharma, Head of Central Department of English and every member of
research committee.

| would like to express my deep sense of gratitude to my father Mr. Nityananda Mishra,
my mother Mrs. Pabitra Devi Mishra, my mother in law Mrs. Prabha Devi Ojhafor their
inspirations to further my study. Likewise, the sincerest gratitude goes to my husband Mr.
Raanish Rg Ojha, who helped me in my every step.

The inspiration to research this thesis comes from my family because the four members
of the family, my father-in-law, Mr. Hem Ra Ojha, my husband, Mr. Rajanish Raj Ojha, my
two brother- in-laws; Satish Rgj Ojhaand Pramod Rag Ojhawork for the institution , Nepal Red
Cross Society. My father -in- law is the member of the NRCS 2031 BS and the Chairperson of
the Red Cross Society of Kailali District Chapter since 2046 BS. He is a so the member of
Central Executive Committee of NRCS. He was al so awarded with Gorkaha Dakshin Bahu
award for his devotion in social works. My husband works in the central office in Kathmandu.
Their impartial and hard work the institute inspired me to survey the root man of the ICRC,
Henry Dunant.

Lastly, | extend my thanks to all of my classmates and the central office of NRCS for

providing books to research and printing and binding my thesis.

May, 2010 Rachana Mishra



Abstract

A Memory of Solferino isamemoir, which isfull of traumas with horrific war
description of Solferino. The text takes the marginal sidein wars' representation which isthe
reconstruction of a new war history that is very different from the canonica war histories. It
presents the war history of marginalized warriors with the pictures of death, destruction, hunger,
pain and exhaustion, which get central focus in the text. The text neatly shows that wars are
waged regularly by the nations and emperors, where the fighters are only the means of the grand
objective. Dunant, by focusing or the marginal sides in account of war, deconstructs the
canonical war histories, which glorify the wars. So, this small war account is anew war history

which makes a reconstruction in the canon of national war histories.
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