
TRIBHUVAN UNIVERSITY

Stereotypical Representation of Women in Ernest Hemingway's A Farewell to Arms

A thesis Submitted to the Central Department of English in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the

Degree of Master of Arts in English

By

Arjun Ghimire

Central Department of English

Kirtipur, Kathmandu

September, 2008



TRIBHUVAN UNIVERSITY

Faculty of Humanities and Social Science

Central Department of English

The thesis entitled "Stereotypical Representation of Women in Ernest Hemingway's A Farewell to Arms"

submitted to the Central Department of English, Tribhuvan University by Mr. Arjun Ghimire has been approved

by the undersigned member of the research committee.

Members of Research Committee.

Internal Examiner

External Examiner

Head

(Central Department of English)

Date :



Tribhuvan University

Central Department of English

Letter of Recommendation

Mr. Arjun Ghimire has completed his thesis entitled “Stereotypical Representation of Women in Ernest

Hemingway's A Farewell to Arms” under my supervision.

He carried out his research from 5th May 2008 to 4th September2008 . I hereby recommend thesis be submitted

for viva voce.

----------------------------

Supervisor

Date: -----------------------



Acknowledgement

I have received very useful inputs from different sources while working on this thesis. I would like to

express my humble gratitude for the contribution made by the people in the process of bringing out this thesis,

in the present form.

First and foremost, I would like to express my cordial respect and gratitude to my supervisor Chitra

Kumar Karki, at the Central Department of English, for his perennial support and encouragement during the

tedious process of providing concrete shape to my thoughts.

I take this opportunity to express my humble gratitude to Krishna Chandra Sharma, Head of the Central

Department of English, Kirtipur, for granting me the opportunity to carry out this research work.

No words will suffice to express my deepest regards to Mr. Shailendra Dhital, Mr.Bhim Bhattarai and

Mr. Niran Pudashaini who stood by me to provide constant supports regarding finding materials on Internet,

typing, proof reading and printing.

Finally, I must acknowledge here the patience and understanding shown by my parents and my family

members who supported on my needs to go on with my research.

September  2008 Arjun Ghimire



Abstract

The study of A Farewell to Arms unveils the picture of women in patriarchal society under the title

“stereotypical representation of women in Ernest Hemingway’s A Farewell to Arms”. Seductive appearance of

Catherine Barkley and her subservient role as the obedient beloved, caretaker and child bearer put her in a

position of traditional female. While presenting the atrocities of war, male character like Frederic Henry

represents the war-trodden psychology of soldiers. Alcohol and women at brothels become the means to

appease their dislike towards war, where women have to represent her as the object to satisfy male hatred to

war. Catherine, though the wife of Henry, feels herself as the female of whorehouse which shows how the

behavior of male makes female feel themselves as a creature who are victim of sexual domination.

The present work has been divided into four chapters. The first chapter gives the introduction of the

work. The second chapter makes the theoretical study of feminism. The third chapter analyze the text and the

forth chapter is the conclusion of the work.
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