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Abstract

Present research work explores the tormented state of the characters Bethie
and Teena Maguire in the novel Joyce Carol Oates Rape: A Love Sory. Bethie
undergoes series of physical, mental and emotional torture from the beginning to the
end of the novel. Similarly, Teenaaso falsin vicious circle of trauma after sheis
gang-raped by agroup of drunkard men. Almost all the characters of the novel are
haunted by the traumatic ghost throughout their lives because of their direct personal
experience of the corrupting influence of attorney and notorious impact of rape.
Though they want to forget their bitter and shady past, their physical and

psychological wound compels them to cope with past which make them traumatic.
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