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Abstract

The presented thesis focused on investigating classroom transfer of Nepali grammar
at the basic level. The objectives of this research are to describe the developmental
progression of Nepali grammar at the basic level, analyze the current state of Nepali
grammar at the basic level, and to assess the classroom transfer of grammar in

changed contexts.

This thesis adopts a qualitative design based on an interpretive paradigm. To
describe the developmental sequence of grammar and analyze its current state,
document analysis was used; to account for classroom transfer of grammar in changed
contexts, classroom observation was used; and interviews were used for context-
specific corroboration. During the document analysis all grammatical exercises from
the selected textbooks were purposively chosen and analyzed based on ten criteria. To
assess classroom transfer of grammar, four teachers teaching in grades four and six
were selected using purposive sampling. To gather perceptions on grammar
development, its current state, and classroom transfer, four Nepali subject teachers
and four Nepali subject specialists were selected; their responses were analyzed
collectively alongside the findings from document analysis and classroom

observation.

The use of practice exercises is crucial for teaching and learning grammar
when it is incorporated into textbooks. This practice appears to have originated with
the Class 4 ‘Mahendra Mala’ textbook in 2028 BS. In the grade four and six textbooks
published after 2028, the grammatical content and the formats of their presentation
show only minor chronological changes and improvements. Similar types of
grammatical topics are repeated in every grade, that’s why there is a need for class-
wise and level-wise sequencing. Instead of presenting grammatical topics and rules
separately in the textbook, it is necessary to integrate grammar with the lessons, make
it context-based, and organize it in a cyclical way. It is appropriate to develop
textbook passages as multi-textual texts and integrate grammar into those passages.
Although the grammar used at this level is considered functional grammar, only a
partial use of functional grammar is found in the textbooks. Grammar exercises have
not maintained balance among various tasks. The included activities are not

sequenced according to difficulty level. There is only partial fulfillment of text-



relatedness and contextualization in the grammar exercises. The exercises do not
support development of all four language skills. Only a few grammar points are
presented with examples. To address this weakness, grammar should be presented in
the textbook in a lesson-integrated, context-based, functional, and skill-oriented

manner, supported by appropriate examples.

There is a lack of daily lesson plans and instructional materials for teaching
grammar. There is a use of theoretical teaching of grammar in the prevailing practice.
Few teachers are found to teach grammar in a contextual and activity-based manner.
There is insufficient alignment between the arrangements specified in the curriculum
and textbooks and their implementation. Teachers are not familiar with the latest
innovation to grammar and teaching techniques. Teachers have not transferred their
grammatical knowledge and skills into the classroom in a systematic, creative, and
updated way. To improve these areas, it is necessary to train and update teachers
about the curriculum and textbook provisions related to grammar. Comparatively,
grammar teaching is more objective-driven in secondary schools than at the basic
level, and in classrooms with many students than in those with few. Emphasizing
practice and usage rather than rules in grammar teaching has been found to be

sustainable.

If grammar is linked to language skills and included in textbooks as practice-
based activities, teaching and learning grammar appears to become simpler,
interesting, and effective. Participants also suggested that it is appropriate to present
grammar linked with text, language-relevant, skill-focused, and production-oriented.
For this, instead of designating an entire lesson for grammar in the curriculum, it is
preferable to specify only the genre and to integrate grammar by skills within the
textbook. Overall, the grammar included in basic-level Nepali textbooks should be
presented as functional, language-skill-centered, text-linked, practice-based, and

corresponding learning-facilitation activities should be adopted.

Keywords: functional grammar, text-related grammar, linguistic-skill centered

grammar, practice and use of grammar, classroom transfer.
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