
i 

TRIBHUVAN UNIVERSITY 

 

Effects of Gender Discrimination in Arundhati Roy's The God of Small Things 

 

 

 

 

 

A Thesis Submitted to the Faculties of Humanities and Social Sciences, 

 in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirement for the Degree of  

Master of Arts in English 

 

 

 

 

Submitted by: 

Bhola Nath Acharya 

Roll No.: 59/062 

Regd No.: 26993-94 

Exam Roll No.: 156 

 

 

Department of English 

Prithvi Narayan Campus, Pokhara 

 April 2012 

 



ii 

TRIBHUWA UNIVERSITY 

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences 

English Department 

 

 

LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION 

                                                              

 This is to certify that Mr. Bhola Nath Acharya has prepared this dissertation 

entitled Effects of Gender Discrimination in Arundhati Roy's The God of Small 

Things under my guidance and supervision. I, therefore, forward this dissertation for 

final evaluation, approval and acceptance. 

 

 

 

____________________ 

Rajendra Prasad Tiwari 

Reader and Head 

Department of English 

PN Campus, Pokhara 



iii 

TRIBHUVAN UNIVERSITY 

FACULTY OF HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES  

 

Approval Letter 

 

This thesis titled "Effects of Gender Discrimination: in Arundhati Roy's The God of 

Small Things" 

submitted to the Department of English, Prithvi Narayan Campus  

by Mr. Bhola Nath Acharya, 

has been approved by the undersigned members of the Research Committee. 

 

Members of the Research Committee: 

 

------------------------------     ----------------------- 

                Advisor 

------------------------------ 

         

------------------------------     ------------------------ 

        External Examiner 

------------------------------           

             

------------------------------      

------------------------------- 

Head of English Department 

Date: ____________________ 



iv 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

The present study owes much to the scholarly guidance and indispensable 

suggestion from my respected and honorable supervisor Mr. Rajendra Prasad Tiwari, 

the Head of English Department and my supervisor, Prithvi Narayan Campus, 

Pokhara.  

 I would like to express my gratitude towards teacher Ashok Shahi, who guided 

me to research on the basis of Gender Discrimination in the society. My gratitude 

goes to my respected teacher Man Bahadur K.C. also for his suggestions to choose the 

subject as well for materializing this research work. 

 I would, next, like to mention my special thanks to Tek Bahadur Sunar for his 

support and co-operation to carry out this work. I owe very much to my dear wife 

Jenny Rai for her encouragement to carry on this thesis theme. I would, then, like to 

express my gratitude to my family members and friends for inspiring me to 

accomplish this research. 

 

 

 

Date: April 2012         Bhola Nath Acharya 

  



v 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

           Page 

Letter of Recommendation       ii 

Approval Letter        iii 

Acknowledgements         iv 

Table of Contents        v 

Chapter One: Roy's The God of Small Things                    1-10 

    Arundhati and The God of Small Things              1                              

   Review of Literature         7  

Chapter Two: Gender Study and Feminism    11-32   

  The Relations between Sex and Gender      11 

    Patriarchy and Gender Discrimination    15                                        

    An Overview on Feminism      23                                                         

Chapter Three: Effects of Gender Discrimination   33-46 

            Papachi and Mammachi          33 

 Patriarchal Injustice and Ammu     34 

 Ammu's Relation with Velutha     35 

 The Police Officer's Illtreatment     36 

   Death of Ammu       37 

Chapter Four: Establishment of Ammu's Identity as the  

   Tragic Heroine        47-49 

Works Cited          50-52                     


