
TRIBHUVAN UNIVERSITY

Ambivalent Struggle of the Subaltern Women in Manjushree Thapa’s

Seasons of Flight

A Thesis Submitted to the Central Department of English in Partial

Fulfillment of the Requirements for the Degree of Master of Arts in

English

By

Rashmi Singh Maharjan

University Campus

Kirtipur, Kathmandu

November 2010



TRIBHUVAN UNIVERSITY

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

Central Department of English

Letter of Recommendation

This thesis entitled Ambivalent Struggle of the Subaltern Women in

Manjushree Thapa’s Seasons of Flight has been completed to submit to the Central

Department of English Research Committee Tribhuvan University by Rashmi Singh

Maharjan. She carried this research seriously for more than six months and I

recommend her thesis to be submitted for the viva voce.

Dr. Tara Lal Shrestha

Central Department of English

November 10, 2010



TRIBHUVAN UNIVERSITY

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

Central Department of English

Letter of Approval

This thesis entitled Ambivalent Struggle of the Subaltern Women in

Manjushree Thapa’s Seasons of Flight submitted to the Central Department of

English Tribhuvan University by Rashmi Singh Maharjan has been approved by the

undersigned members of the research committee.

Members of the Research Committee

…………………………… …………………………

Internal Examiner

………………………………..

……………………………….. …………………. ...

External Examiner

…………………………………

………………………………... ……………………

Head

Central Department of English

Date: ……………………



Acknowledgements

An academic research is not a journey of a self. No doubt, the researcher plays

one of the most important roles, but, at the same time, the contribution of many of

others people who come to involve directly and indirectly cannot be undermined. I

must acknowledge them, at list, despite the fact that some of the people and their help

are very much valuable, which cannot be enough whatever number of words I spend

in the formality of an acknowledgement.

First of all I would like to dedicate this thesis to my dear husband and to my

most respected, loving and inspiring parents whose insistent love, care, inspiration

and support of all kinds were/are always energy to me to go ahead for my academic

development.

Similarly, I am very much thankful to my thesis supervisor Dr. Tara Lal

Shrestha, lecturer of the Central Department of English Tribhuvan University because

in the absence of his encouragement and guidance, this dissertation would not exist

into this form. I found him as one of the most cooperative supervisors who offered me

constructive ideas and valuable references. Likewise, I would like to express my

sincere gratitude to Dr. Ammar Raj Joshi, Head of the Central Department of English

Tribhuvan University Kirtipur, for his encouragement, who helped me to conduct

research.

At last but not least, I am indebted to all the respected teachers of the Central

Department of English, my senior researchers and colleagues and relatives, who

helped me in various modes during the course of bringing this thesis into the present

form.

Rashmi Singh Maharjan



Abstract

Manjushree Thapa’s Seasons of Flight represents many subaltern characters. Among

them the two subaltern women characters, the protagonist Prema and her sister Bijaya

perform subversive roles; they keep on fighting against the antagonistic fates, cross

the limitations and deconstruct the hegemonic structures of domination and

subordination. Their struggle is remarkable throughout the novel. But their struggle is

ambivalent. They are helpless despite their ceaseless struggles for the quest of their

identity and liberation from their inferior subaltern position. Prema wins a green card

and immigrates to Los Angeles. In this unfamiliar metropolis she struggles to invent a

life she can call her own, but she is never happy as her subaltern position can never be

transformed and even her growing involvement with the endangered El Segundo Blue

butterfly gives her a fragile sense of belonging. More ambivalent and pathetic is the

situation of her sister Bijaya, a less educated girl of mid-teen, who joins Maoist

movement as a so-called People’s Liberation Army, fights against the (Royal) Nepal

Army and returns back to home with a son, without any greater achievement. She is

then confined at her parent’s home after the 12 points peace accord between the

Maoist and the major political parties of Nepal. These two central subaltern characters

achieve no more significant thing; they fail to transform their subaltern position

despite their ceaseless efforts, struggles and subversive roles which is the real plight

of the poor Nepalese subalterns whether they are within or outside the country.
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