ENGLISH COLLOCATIONS IN USE: A CASE OF MASTER'S
LEVEL STUDENTS OF NEPAL

A Thesis Submitted to the Department of English Education
University Campus, Kirtipur, Kathmandu
In Partial Fulfilment for the Master's Degree in
English Language Education

By
Rajendra K.C.

1Vd3aN 40 SIN3IANLS T3ATT S.d3LSVIN 40 ISV V :3SN NI SNOILVOOT10D HSITON3

Faculty of Education
Tribhuvan University
Kirtipur, Kathmandu, Nepal

2008

8002 'O elpusley Ag-



ENGLISH COLLOCATIONSIN USE: A CASE OF MASTER'S
LEVEL STUDENTSOF NEPAL

A Thesis Submitted to the Department of English Education
University Campus, Kirtipur, Kathmandu
In Partial Fulfilment for the Masters Degreein
English Language Education

By
RajendraK.C.

Faculty of Education
Tribhuvan University
Kirtipur, Kathmandu, Nepal

2008
T.U. Regd. No: 9-2-303-15-2001 Date of Approval of the

Exam Roll No.: 280344/063 Thesis Proposal: 30-01-064
Date of Submission: 29-01-065



RECOMMENDATION FOR ACCEPTANCE

Thisisto certify that Mr. Rajendra K.C. has prepared this thesis entitled
"English Collocations in Use: A Case of Master's Level Students of
Nepal" under my guidance and supervision.

| recommend this thesis for acceptance.

Date: 29-01-2065

Mr. Prem Bahadur Phyak
(Guide)
Department of English Education
Faculty of Education
T.U., Kirtipur, Kathmandu
Nepal



RECOMMENDATION FOR EVALUATION

This thesis has been recommended for evaluation by the following

'Research Guidance Committee'.

Dr. Chandreshwar Mishra

Reader and Head Chairperson
Department of English Education
T.U., Kirtipur

Dr. Jai Raj Awasthi

Professor Member
Department of English Education

Chairperson

English and Other Foreign Languages

Education Subject Committee

T.U., Kirtipur

Mr. Prem Bahadur Phyak (Guide)

L ecturer Member
Department of English Education
T.U., Kirtipur

Date: 25-02-2065



EVALUATION AND APPROVAL

This thesis has been evaluated and approved by the following 'Research

Evaluation Committee.

Dr. Chandreshwar Mishra

Reader and Head Chairperson
Department of English Education

T.U., Kirtipur

Dr. Jai Raj Awasthi
Professor Member

Department of English Education
Chairperson

English and Other Foreign Languages
Education Subject Committee

T.U., Kirtipur

Mr. Prem Bahasur Phyak (Guide)
L ecturer Member

Department of English Education
T.U., Kirtipur

Date: 02-03-2065



DEDICATION

Dedicated to
my dearest parents who have been inspiring and teaching

metolearn sincel wasin cradle.



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Any accomplishment requires the effort of many people, and thisthesisis
no different. | am highly indebted to my thesis supervisor Mr. Prem
Bahadur Phyak, lecturer at Department of English Education, T.U.,
Kirtipur whose persistent support, invaluable suggestions and regular
guidance and instructions were instrumental in accomplishing this task.

| am very grateful to my guru Dr. Chandreshwar Mishra, Head,
Department of English Language Education, Tribhuvan University,
Kirtipur, Prof. Dr Jai Raj Awasthi, Professor and Chairperson of
English and Other Foreign Languages Education Subject Committee,
T.U. Kirtipur for their suggestions, guidance and valuable comments on
this study. | am also grateful to Prof. Dr Shishir Kumar Sthapit, the
retired guru of Department of English Education, Faculty of Education,
Tribhuvan University, Kirtipur and Prof. Dr. Shanti Basanyat,
Department of English Language Education, T.U., Kirtipur for imparting
wide range of knowledge during my academic years and for the
encouragement and kind help to carry out this research.

| would like to express my sincere gratitude to Prof. Dr. Govinda Raj
Bhattari, for his suggestions and encouragement to carry out this
research work. Similarly, | am equally grateful to Prof. Dr. Tirth Raj
Khaniya, Dr. Anjana Bhattari, Dr. Bal Mulunada Bhandari, Mrs.
Madhu Neupane and Mr. Bal Krishna Sharma for their suggestions
and encouragement to accomplish thisthesis.

Many examples, anecdotes, quotations are the result of the collection
from various sources. Every effort has been made to give credit where it
Is due for the material contained here in. If inadvertently, | have omitted
giving credit, | apologize for that and express my gratitude.

At last, | owe very much to al my colleagues, students of different
colleges who participated in this research and all others who contributed
to thiswork, even though anonymously.

Vii



ABSTRACT

This research entitled 'English Collocationsin Use: A Case of Master's
Level Students of Nepal' was aimed to ascertain the frequency of
collocation pattern used and to make analysis of the proficiency of the

masters level students of Nepal in the use of collocation.

The sample size of the study consisted of 52 students of Masters level
students of Kathmandu Valley selected though purposive sampling
procedure. A set of test items was prepared to collect the data. The data,
thus, obtained were marked and tabulated very systematically. Then
anaysis and interpretation was done on the basis of the tabulated data in
accordance with the set objectives. Finally, some recommendations were
made on the basis of the findings derived from the analysis and
interpretation of the data.

The researcher found that the learners use of the collocation pattern was
asymmetrical i.e. used adjective-noun collocation pattern frequently than
other combinations namely verb-adverb and adverb + adjective
collocation, however, their proficiency in the use of all the patterns

except verb + adverb combination was average.

This thesis consists of four chapters. the first chapter comprises general
background, introduction to collocation and its importance, review of

related literature, objectives and significance of the study.

The second chapter deals with the methodology adopted to carry out this
research. It contains the sources of data (both primary and secondary),
population of the study, sampling procedure, tool for data collection,
process of data collection, limitations of the study and data analysis

procedure.
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The third chapter consists of the analysis and interpretation of the
frequency and then proficiency in the use of collocation done
individually, holistically and comparatively in terms of different variables
used in the study. Analysis and interpretation has been done by using

simple statistical tools of average and percentage.

The fourth chapter presents the findings derived from the analysis and
interpretation of the data. It aso suggests some recommendations on the
basis of the findings and the researcher's own opinion. The final section

of the study includes the references and appendices.
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