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ABSTRACT

Thisthesisentitled ‘Use of Discourse Markersin English and Nepali’
IS an attempt to analyze the forms and functions of discourse markersin
the two languages, English and Nepali, which are known to be the
descendents of the same language family. Therefore, | have tried to find
out the similarities and differencesin use of discourse markersor in their
structures/forms and functions between these languages. The method of
observation, analysis and interpretation has been applied to make a
comparative study of the discourse markers. To meet the objectives of the
research, 20 native speakers of Nepali as respondents from Kathmandu
district were selected using purposive sampling and were asked to
respond to the questionnaire. Further more some daily life conversations
were also observed informally and some reference books both from
English and Nepali were consulted as the secondary sources. The main
findings of the research was both English and Nepali possess single word
and multi word discourse markers, which form a functional category but
there is no one to one correspondence between English and Nepali
discourse markers.

Thisthesis consists of four chapters. The first chapter introduces the
genera background of the English and Nepali languages and attempts to
give the generd introduction of discourse and discourse analysis (DA)
and discourse markers (DMs). This chapter also deals with the review of
the related literature and the objectives and the significance of the study.
The second chapter deals with methodology of the study. It comprises
sources of data, population of the study, process of data, collection and
limitation of the study. The third chapter deals with the analysis and
Interpretation of discourse markersin English and Nepali in terms of their
formg/structures and functions. Similarly, the last chapter deals with the
findings and recommendations. After the comparison and contrast of
discourse markers the findings are concluded aong with pedagogical
implications.
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