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ABSTRACT

The study entitled "Socio-Culture Change in Tharu Community" in Pahalmanpur
V.D.C" was completed under the supervision of Mr. Anand Prasad Subedi, Lecturer of
Birendranagar Multiple Campus, Surkhet.

The present study area, Pahalmanpur V.D.C.is a densely inhabited place of
Tharu people. It is located just near the Mahendra highway. The migration of hill people
in the village started only after 1970 (after the Resettlement programme), before this
period, only the Tharus were the inhabitant of this village. Now the total population of
the VDC is roughly 11892.Traditionally, the Tharus of this village are farmers
supplemented by livestock rearing.

After the migration of hill people, have been interested with different ethnic
groups. In such interactions they are been interacting with different ethnic groups. In
such interactions they are accepting and imitating numerous techniques and leas from
them, which causes various changes on their economic life style. The first stage that
took place among these people after the migration of hill people is loss of home of their
land to the people of other ethnic groups and also land is fragmented into small pieces.
Thus on one hand their land holdings have been loosing and on the other hand the
open land for pasturage and dense forest in the vicinity area have encroached by over
population due to which they have to face with new problems for subsistence.
Meanwhile, they adopted new methods in farming system such as uses of new and
improved seeds, fertilizer and plantation of summer paddy. So, they have been able to
yield more grains from the same areas of land than before. As the number of people
increased in this village, different new kinds of tasks were also increased on one hand,
and on the other hand, they also came in contact with the people of different
occupations. Therefore, to solve the food deficit problems, they ultimately have been
changing their traditional occupations. Thus after the migration of hill people the
economic life of the Tharus seen to be quite changing.

As the migration of hill people started to flow, then the event of inter-cast
marriage relationship between Tharu and other tribes has become not a strange deal,

and there took a great interaction between Tharus and non-Tharus. AS a consequence,



Tharu people have adopted new kinds of social and cultural practices, which were not
prevalent among them in the past. The most important positive impact on Tharus after
the migration of hill people is that of attraction towards educational sector.The newly
opened educational institutions due to the activities of hilly migrant s caused not only to
help for developing positive attitudes but also increased literacy rate.

The Tharus of this site have adopted Hindu religious systems such as adoption
of Brahmin priest in different deities and rituals rather than using own Gurung
involvement of some people in Satsung, accept new ideologies with behavioral
modification such as avoidance of liquor drinking, which are mainly in the direction of
Hindu philosophy, are the indicators of Hindu domination. They started to observe
Hindu festivals such as Dashain and Tihar with giving more priority rather than their own
festivals such as Maghi, Jitia,Aaitawari, Ghudiya, Bhajahar. They have adopted some
Hindu rituals in lifecycle ceremonies too, such as polluted assuming system in birth of
child for a period of 11 days, naming by Brahmin priest with Hindu system, reduction in
mis-matched and early marriage, performance of mourning ritual just after the death are
such newly adopted cultural practices which were not prevalent in the ancient times.
Similarly the Tharus of this village have adopted new types of dressing and ornaments.
They have started to participate in social activities more than before on one hand, and
on the other hand, due to the fear of hilly people the ethnic feelings among them have
also developed. Thus such types of economic, social and cultural changes on the life-

style of the Tharu people of Pahalmanpur village have carried by the migration event.

Raghu Nath Chaudhary
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