TRIBHUVAN UNIVERSITY

Female Bonding in Maya Angelou’s

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sngs

A Thesis Submitted to the Central Department of English in Partial Fulfillment of the
Requirements for the

Degree of Master in Artsin English

By

KamaaKhare

Central Department of English
Kirtipur

May 2010



Tribhuvan University
Central Department of English
Kirtipur, Kathmandu
Letter of Recommendation
Ms. Kamala Kharel has completed histhesis on " Female Bonding in Maya
Angelou’s | Know Why the caged Bird Sings" under my supervision.
She carried out her research paper from November 2009 to May 2010. |

hereby recommend her thesis to be submitted for vivavoce.

Mr. Chitra Kumar Karki

Supervisor



Tribhuvan University
Central Department of English
Kirtipur, Kathmandu
Letter of Approval
This Thesis entitled Male-Female Solidarity in Maya Angelou’s

| Know Why the caged Bird Sings submitted to Central Department of English,
Tribhuvan University, by Kamala Kharel has been approved by the undersigned
members of research committee.

Members of the research committee:

Internal Examiner

External Examiner

Head
Central Department of English
Date:




Acknowledgements

No words to convey my feelings of gratitude to my guru, my thesis supervisor
Mr. Chitra Kumar Karki of Central Department of English, Tribhuvan University,
Kirtipur.. Without his scholarly guidance and great inspiration this dissertation could
never take its shape. | am equally indebted to my respected teacher Mr. Ramesh
Thapa.

| am thankful to Prof. Dr. Krishna Chandra Sharma, head of Central
Department of English, TU, Kirtipur for hisimpetus and motivation. Similarly, |
would like to acknowledge my gratitude to Dr. Arun Gupto, Dr. Amma Rgj Joshi,
and Dr. ShivaRijal, who helped me in one way or another. Equally, | am indebted to
my respected teachers Mr. Badri Acharya, Mr. Harihar Gyawali, Mr. Bal Bahadur
Thapafor their warm encouragements and inval uable suggestions.

| feel proud of my friends Narad Rijal, Santosh Kumar Rijal, ShusmaRijal,
and Dharma Khadka for what they have done for the sake of friendship. Thanksto
them.

Hari Prasad Kharel my friend and my brother always reminds me the jobs |
haveto carry over.

| am particularly thankful to my father, Mr. Purshottam Kharel and my mother
Mrs. Madhavi Sapkota for their support and guidance. | am equally thankful to my
brother and sister Madhusudan Kharel, Hari Krishna Kharel and Shanti Gaire for their

concerns on my thesis writing.

KamaaKharel

May 2010



Abstract

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sngs discusses about the race, class, gender and
cultural boundaries. It talks about the male female solidarity and emphasi zes the unity
through womanist consciousness which means unity among black people to resist
racial segregation and unity among black women to resist the patriarchal oppression.
Angelou has delineated female characters very strongly and she focuses on the
growing up of ablack girl intheracially segregated America. It focuses on the double
oppression of black women in Americain terms of race and gender. Maya also
challenges the white and male supremacy supporting black people. She has also
challenged her own native patriarchy. The novel also shows the margina position of
the marginal position of the malesin astrong female world. This novel presentsthe
growing up of a black girl in America’s racist and sexist society. Through this
autobiography, Angelou tries to raise the voice of black women to achieve dignified
identity in the white racist and sexist Americalooking back on her childhood
experiences. Angelou notes that she not only fell victim to a hostile, racist and sexist
society, but to other social fixes as well, including the displacement she felt from her
family and her peers. Angelou’s autobiography expresses the experience of painful
growing up “the Southern Black girl, being aware of her displacement is the rust on

the razor that threatens the throat.”
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