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Abstract

This study aims at exploring globalization of culture in Indian narratives in English
published after 1980s, when globalization has emerged as an all-pervasive cultural force.
The central research question is how the Indian narratives in English of post-1980s, as
they are the forms of cultural production, replicate globalization of culture. It primarily
excavates different forms of global cultural flows and cultural shades of globalization as
evident in the characterization or in the representation of a community or a society. It uses
four Indian novels in English as the primary source: Bharati Mukharjee’s Jasmine (1989),
Rohinton Mistry’s Family Matters (2001), Kiran Desai’s The Inheritance of Loss (2006),
and Arvind Adiga’s The White Tiger (2008). Published after the time when globalization
has emerged as all-pervasive cultural force, they have all won significant standing in the
global literary market. It employs qualitative interpretative strategies of inquiry with the
philosophical orientation of social construction. As for the tools for analyzing the primary
data, such insights related to globalization of culture are used as Five Dimensions of
Global Cultural Flows, Hybridity, Americanization and Creolization.

The study demonstrates that Indian narratives in English of post-1980s epitomize
the discourses of globalization and internationalization. This is evident in their
representation of various aspects of globalization of culture. These aspects manifest in a
wide array of cultural symbols—not only physical objects but customs, ideas and values
also. These aspects show up in two main consequential cultural patterns, viz:
homogenization and hybridization. The study contends that both strands of cultural
patterns of globalization exist side by side in each of these novels, one being dominant
over the other. Jasmine evidences cultural hybridization in Jasmine’s culturally hybrid
identity in her different transformations in her gradual process of Americanization. Family

Matters captures Indian Parsis’ cultural hybridization pattern by foregrounding such issues



as rising individualism and changed filial loyalty and demands of family and community
as the byproduct of globalization. The Inheritance of Loss demonstrates cultural hybridity
in terms of communities, characters and language brought about by the interplay of
postcoloniality and globalization. The White Tiger depicts cultural homogenization in the
late twentieth century due to modernization, urbanization, digitalization and increased
economic activities.

The significance of the research lies in its modality of examining literary texts with
reference to social-global phenomenon. It also incites researchers to explore different
dimensions of globalization in literary texts written in English or in non-English language

from countries like Nepal.
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