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Abstract

In this research, an attempt has been made to analyze protagonist Milkman’s
quest for cultural identity in Toni Morrison’s novel Song of Solomon. At the
beginning of this novel, the protagonist is selfish and materialistic which causes sense
of alienation in him. Therefore, he searches for hisindividual identity and achievesit
only through his own African-American culture. After making ajourney to the
residence of his grandfather, he discovers hisreal identity as the descendant of
Solomon, his grandfather, who is mentioned in the Bible as the twenty first child of
Jesus Christ. Such agreat discovery guarantees his cultural identity. Thus, his quest
for the ancestral history and his discovery of it isthe main idea, i.e. thesis of the

novel, which has been inquired and explicitly approved in this research work.



Contents
Letter of Approval ii

Acknowledgements iii
Abstract iv
Chapter |. General Introduction 1-15
Chapter I1. African-American Culture 16-40
General Introduction 16-28
Encroachment of White Culture upon Black Culture 28-34
Afro-American Resistance against White Culture for Identity 34-40
Chapter 111. Quest for Cultural Identity: A Study of Toni Morrison’s
Song of Solomon 41-70
Impact of Mainstream White Culture upon the Protagonist 41-47
Dilemma of Milkman 47-53
Realization of the Cultural Value 54-61
Efforts of the Protagonist to Assert his Identity 61-70
Chapter 1V. Conclusion 71-73

Works Cited 74-77



