Tribhuvan University

Advocacy for Free Speech in Rushdie’s Haroun and the Sea of Stories

A Thesis Submitted to the Department of English, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences,
Ratna Rajya Laxmi Campus, in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the Degree of Master

of Artsin English

By
Narayan Krishna Katuwal
Regd. No: 9-2-29-74-2004
Admission year: 2065/066

August 2012



Tribhuvan University
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences
Department of English

Ratna Rajya L axmi Campus

L etter of Approval
This thesis entitled “Advocacy of Free Speech in Rushdie’s Haroun and the Sea of Sories”
submitted to the Department of English, Ratna Rajya Laxmi Campus by Narayan Krishna

Katuwal has been approved by the undersigned members of the Research Committee.

Chiranjibi Kafle

External Examiner

Head
Department of English
Ratna Rajya Laxmi Campus

Date: ...oovvvvviineenn,



Acknowledgements

The present research would not have been completed without the insistent encouragement
and scholarly guidance of Mr. Chiranjibi Kafle, lecturer at Department of English, Ratna Rgjya
Laxmi Campus. He provided scholarly guidance by minutely going through the script and
correcting my innumerable mistakes. | am highly indebted to him and my gratitude knows no
boundary for this kind of act by him.

Similarly, my hearty indebtedness goes to my teachers Dr. Sanjeev Upreti, Y adab
Adhikari, Harihar Gyawali, Hukum Thapa and Rudra Poudel for their valuable guidance and
counseling to bring this thesis in this shape.

The remarkable affection and inspiration of my parents Chandra Bdr. Katuwal and Gita
Katuwal playsavital role in smooth completion of my research. | am very much thankful to my
friends Bharat Mahato, Koushila Lamsal and Rgj Kumar Dhakal for their kind help and assistant.
| hereby remember my dear siblings Rita and Ram Krishnafor their insistence support.

Finally, | would like to thank all my teachers, colleagues and relatives who helped me

directly or indirectly in the process of bringing thisthesisin this form.

August, 2012 Narayan Krishna Katuwal



Abstract
Thisthesisisastudy in Haroun and the Sea of Sories, anovel by Salman Rushdie. The research
work deals with the magic realism and the alegorical aspect in the novel at different levels.
Khattam-Shud, the fundamentalist ruler of Chup allegorizes Ayatollah Khomeini in particul ar
and all the totalitarians, who do not tolerate ensured individual right of expression, get threatened
with imaginative power of language and want to censor and poison the stream of expressions and
stories. On the contrary, Gupland permits people’s right of free speech, free narrative and thus
celebrate the imaginative and creative power of language. Guppees, Rashid and Haroun
collectively represent moral and peace loving people who show their courage and honor to
rescue the Kahani from the murderous hands of Khattam-Shud. Rashid’s experience with the loss
of storytelling gift is similar to that of Rushdie’s experience with censorship. Ayatollah
Khomeini imposed a Fatwa upon Rushdie after the publication of The Satanic Verses. Instead
of silencing a creative writer such as Rushdie this declaration of death punishment fuelsto the
creative response which boldly resist the censorship. Through the allegory Rushdie is turning
spotlight on the evil qualities of dictators. Rulers are supposed to be protective towards their
citizens but Khattam-Shud is destructive one. Rushdie uses this ironic note to criticize the
fundamentalist rulers of the world. Through magic realism and allegorical perspective, the thesis
concludes that the novel’s meaning and essence lies in its anti-censorship narrative, stressing that

asociety that allows free speech is always far ahead than the one restricting it.



Contents

Acknowledgement

Abstract

|. Haroun and the Sea of Stories and Freedom of Expression
I1. Theoretical Methodology: Allegory and Magic realism
Advocacy of Free Speech in Haroun and the Sea of Sories
IV. Haroun and the Sea of Stories resisting censorship

Works Cited

Page No

12 111.
20

47



