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ABSTRACT

The main purpose of this study was to find out the ability of grade
ten students studying at various public schools of Kathmandu and
Chitwan to understand literary texts in terms of texts, sex, school and
district and to suggest some pedagogical implications.

The researcher, to accomplish this study, prepared a questionnaire
from the selected texts and carried out pilot study on the students of JSS.
The researcher selected three schools from each Kathmandu and Chitwan
district using random sampling method. Twenty students were selected
from each school on the basis of odd and even roll number. After the
selection of the students, he administered the test. Then the marks
obtained by the students were analysed by using simple statistical tools
like mean, percentage, standard deviation and coefficient of variation.

From the analysis, the researcher found that the students' ability to
understand literary texts as a whole is 59.91%. The students were found
to have better understanding in prose than in poetry. The male students
were found to have better understanding in both prose and poetry as a
whole than that of their female counterparts. Similarly, in the comparison
of the students' ability to understand literary texts in terms of district, the
students of Kathmandu were found to have better understanding than that
of the students of Chitwan in both prose and poetry.

This study consists of four chapters. Chapter one consists of
general background, review of the literature, objectives of the study,
significance of the study and definitions of specific terms.

Chapter two deds with the methodology adopted to carryout this
study. This chapter includes sources of data, population of the study,
sampling procedure, tools for data collection, result of pilot study,
process of data collection and limitation of the study.

Chapter three deals with the analysis and interpretation of the raw
data obtained from the students. The researcher has anaylsed the data
using different statistical tools like mean, percentage, standard deviation
and coefficient of variation.

The last chapter deds with the findings of this research work and
recommendations made on the basis of the findings.
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CHAPTER-ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1 General Background

Human beings have developed plura number of things as part of
their culture in course of evolution and in the development of the society.
Language is of paramount importance among them. Language is the most
widely used, most powerful, convenient and permanent means and form
of communication. Non-linguistic symbols are aso the means of
communication, yet they are not so flexible, comprehensive, perfect and
extensive as language is. It is through language that humans express their
thoughts desires, emotions and feelings; it is through it, they store
knowledge, transmit message, transfer knowledge and experience from
one person to another and from one generation to another. Most of the
activitiesin the world are carried out through or by language.

There are many great linguists and scholars who have devoted
whole of their lives to the mysterious questions of defining language.
According to Sapir (1921 : 8) "Language is a purely human and non-
instinctive method of communicating ideas, emotions and desires by
means of voluntarily produced symbols.” Similarly, Finocchiaro (1964 :
8) states; “Language is a system of arbitrary, vocal symbols which permit
al peoplein agiven culture, or other people who have learned the system
of that culture, to communicate or to interact.” From these definitions, it
IS obvious that language is specific to the human species and is
characterized by wuniquely human features like displacement,
arbitrariness, productivity, discreteness and duality of patterning.
Language, a social phenomenon, is a system of communication with the
means of verbal symbols. Language has creativity and productivity since
the structural elements of human language can be combined to produce
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new utterances, which neither the speaker nor the hearer may ever have
said or heard before and yet which both sides understand without
difficulty. Furthermore, language is human and structurally human. No
species other than humans has been endowed with language. Animals
cannot acquire human language because of its complex structures and
their physical inadequacies. Human language is open-ended, extendable
and modifiable whereas animal language is not. Hence, human language
completely differs from animal communication.

Actualy, language teaching and learning requires the devel opment
of four skills viz listening, speaking, reading and writing. In the natural
order of language learning, receptive skills(i.e listening and reading)
come first on the part of the learner. It is impossible to develop
productive skills (i.e. speaking and writing) without developing receptive
skills. It is essentia to give equal emphasis to all four language skills to
get mastery over it. It is completely impossible to teach or learn one skill
neglecting the rest. Receptive skills are also called passive skills. But in
reality, alistener or reader during the period of listening or reading does
not stay passive but s/he recelves something and it leads him/ her
towards productive skills. Production is not possible without receiving
anything. Information and knowledge can be received either by listening
or by reading any materials. Thus, we can say that receptive skills are the
pre-requisites for the productive skills. So they are interrelated to each
other.

1.2 English : In the Present Context of the World Including Nepal

There are many language communities in the world and every
language community has its own language. English language,
undoubtedly, has been emerging as a dominant and widely spoken
language, crossing the geographical boundary and the national territory.
So the importance of English language in the world is increasing day by

14



day. The fact can be further consolidated by the way English language is
used as lingua franca. The situation is such nowadays that without the
knowledge of English language, one can’t master any field of science,
technology, education etc. The wide spread use of English has become
the language of power and prestige in many countries, acting as a crucial
gatekeeper to socia and economic progress. It is aso bound up with
aspects of global relation, such as the spread of capitalism and
development aid. In many countries, English language education has
become a crucia distributor of social prestige and wealth. In the present
context of Nepal, English has become the main determinant of a child's
progress up the ladder of formal education. Nobody can graduate
securing credit in English, which essentially leads to the most alluring
place in the education system.

In the international academic arena too, major proportion of the
text books are published in English. The non-English speaking students
are to be competent in English to pursue their studies and also depend on
forms of western knowledge which are of limited value to the local
context. Moreover, English language is one of the major lingua- francas
in the world and one of the six UN languages. It is an indispensable
vehicle for the transmission of modern civilization. More than fifty
percent of the text-books and printed media of the world in any discipline
are published in this language. English is used to get worldwide
knowledge in various fields like literature, culture, religion, education and
science and technological discoveries. Therefore, In the context of Nepal
aso the English language has been accepted as the language of
international communication. So learning English and getting mastery of
It is the fundamental requirement for its people. In the present world
context, it is realized that English is the window through which the world

can be watched. The worldly knowledge without it is incomplete and
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indispensable for an individual to exist in this present world. It has
become the vital tool for any person to become successful in local,
national and international communication. So, it is because of these
reasons, English language is taught as a compulsory subject right from
grade one to graduate level and the thirst of learning English language by
the non native learners of the world has been increasing day by day. We
are no exception of it.

1.3 Reading Comprehension

Language is a vast ocean, complete mastery of which is quite
impossible by an individual, no matter, how scholar or learned a person
Is. Comprehension, in general, means understanding of any spoken or
written text in depth with al the ramification of thoughts both expressed
and implied. Sometimes thoughts are so embedded in the cobweb of
words that it becomes rather difficult to follow, at the first glance, the
drift of thought. An average student may read the passage and yet fail to
grasp the main ideas. Mere skimming over the surface is not of much
help. For, language is the art of conceaing thought. A proper
understanding of a given text, therefore, requires, among many other
things, a fairly good command over English, a keen power of
observation, a knack to detect error in logic, a quick reading habit, a
sufficient stock of words and alittle bit of imagination too.

Tinker and MC Cullough, (1962; P. 13): "Reading involves the
recognition of printed or written symbols which serves as stimuli for the
recall of meanings built up through past experience, and the construction
of new meanings through manipulation of concepts already possessed by
the reader. In avery general sense one might say that the skills of reading
are essentially the same all over the world, irrespective of language which
Is read, under any conditions, the reader will have to use two skills.

Firstly, he has to be able to discriminate symbols used in writing system
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of his language and secondly, by interpreting the symbols which he has
previoudy identified, he derives from them the message which they were
meant to convey."

Different types of reading comprehension are often distinguished,
according to the reader’s purposes in reading and the types of reading
used. According to Longman Dictionary of Language Teaching and
Applied Linguistics, reading comprehension has been categorized as
follows: Litera Comprehension: reading in order to understanding,
remember or recall the information explicitly contained in a passage.
Inferential Comprehension: reading in order to find information which is
not explicitly stated in a passage, using the reader’s experience and
intuition, and by inferring (inferencing). Critical or Evaluative
Comprehension: reading in order to compare information in a passage
with the reader’s own knowledge and values. Appreciative
Comprehension: reading in order to gain an emotional or other kind of
valued response from a passage.

Reading has been defined as "the act of responding to printed
symbols so that meaning is created" (Marin D. Jenkinson; The teaching
of reading). It has long since been recognized, however, that getting
meaning from the printed page is too limited a definition of reading.
Bringing meaning to the printed page indicates more accurately the
reciprocal process between the printing symbols and the mind of the
reader. Constructing meaning is a vital pre-requisite of al reading. But
reading is also a form of thinking, problem-solving, or reasoning, which
involves, anaysing and discriminating, judging, evaluating and
synthesizing. All these mental processes are founded on past experience.
So that the present context of the reading matter must be scrutinized in

the light of the reader’s own experiences. Any definition of reading
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process, therefore, must include interpretation and evaluation of meaning
aswell as construction of meaning.
1.4. Literature and Language Curriculum

Literatureisarealm of freeindividual expression without any limit
of rules or conventions. Linguistics views literature as a whole as one
kind of discourse with many genres within it. It is ranges of genres i.e.
poetry, novel, drama, essays or discourse types. It is a type of repertoire
consisting of different use of language within a language community.
Literature is more concious, artistic, creative and imaginative use of
language.

Literature begins in the creative possibilities of human language
and in the desire of human beings to use their language crestively.
Though its origin lies in the joys of creation, literature can be intensely
serious. Literature enriches our lives for it enriches our capacities for
understanding and communication, and to express it and share it with
others.

But we, as a human being, can’t exercise our humanity
automatically. Just as no person is born knowing his/ her language, so, no
one who learns a language is immediately capable of responding to
complexities of literature in that language. Forms of literature-essay,
fiction, poetry and drama have dominated our culture for hundreds of
years. Truly speaking, literature is the mirror of the society through which
one can view the whole world. In each of these forms of literature authors
use words to convey their views of experience. In the basic sense, all the
forms arise out of a common human impulse-to find out meaning in
experience and to share it with others. But each of these forms achieves
that purpose in adistinctly different way. To conclude, the importance of
literature in the language classroom can be listed in the following points:

= | iteratureis an authentic material.
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» |tisvery motivating to the readers.
» |t hasgenera educational value.
» |tisfound in many syllabuses.
» |t helps students to understand another culture.
= |t develops students’ interpretive abilities.
» |tishighly valued and has a high status.
= |t expands students’ language awareness.
» |t encourages students to talk about their opinions & feelings.
(Joanne Collie & Stephen Sater 1987)
It is because of these features of literature, our curriculum has
given due priority to incorporate various literary texts in English
curriculum of school aswell as college
1.5. Distinction Between Poetry and Prose
Since literature is of paramount importance to expand students
language awareness and encourage them to talk about their opinions and
feelings, the present English Curriculum of Nepal has given equal
emphasis on different genres of literature. i.e. poetry and prose. No doubt,
duo the poetry and the prose are the prominent genres of literature, the
mirror of society. However, they do possess tremendous difference in
terms of the way of expression Viz; poetry does generaly possess
musicality, meter, foot, aliteration, assonance, intonation and so on
where as prose does lack them. Prose is entirely a non poetic spectrum.
Literally, poetry is a piece of creative writing in verse, especially
one expressing deep feeling or noble thoughts in beautiful language,
written with the intention of communicating an experience. Conversely,
prose is an inclusive term for al discourse, spoken or written, which is
not patterned into the lines either of metric verse or of free verse (M.H.
Abrhms. A Glossary of Literary Terms Seventh Edition). In another

words, the term poetry also refers to the poetic qualities a piece of
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literature may have. From this point of view, prose may sound poetic
while a poem may appears to be prosaic. Poetry is a kind of musical
game that we value because of its expressive qualities. The language of
poetry is quite different form the language of prose. So the learners
should be familiar with the language of poem.

One of the most distinguishing features of a poem is its form. It is
written in averse from, that is not a line after line as in prose but rather a
line below line which may follow the rhyme, i.e. the sameness of sounds
between words or syllables in the last words of lines. A line in a poem
may not be necessarily a sentence and a sentence in a poem may consist
of a number of lines. Since poets have to express the intensity of their
experience with a minimum number of words, the language of poetry has
to be very precise. That is why the length of the poem is usually limited
though there can be some long poems. Conversely, the prose is rather
elaborated and detailed in comparison to that of poetry.

Rhythm is inherent in the English language. English is a stress-
timed language. The stressed syllable in English occur at regular intervals
of time. Apart from the formal structure and rhythmic arrangement of
words, a poet uses alot of poetic devices to add to the effect he intends to
produce. The patterning of sounds is very common in poetry but it lacks
in prose. Similarly, the figures of speech like simile, metaphor,
personification etc. which are also called the sense devices, are used in
poems. What is important here is that the literary devices are not
employed for the purpose of outward decoration but to reveal the deeper
aspects of experience and to reinforce the theme. Another way of putting
the experience in a new light is to go beyond the conventional norms of
language at the word level, the sentence level and the meaning level i.e.

poetry does make use of unusual and deviant language which stretches
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the norms or rules of language use but prose writing is completely
different in this regard.
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1.6. Importance of Reading

Reading is one of the most effective means of language learning. It
expands one’s proficiency in the use of language and gives the skills
necessary to acquire more knowledge. As Gephart (1970, p.8) observes
reading is a term used to refer to an interaction by which meaning
encoded in visual stimuli by an author becomes meaning in the mind of
the reader. The interaction always includes three facts.

» Materiasto beread;
»  Knowledge possessed by the reader; and
» Physiological and intellectua activities.

Among the four language skills, reading is regarded as the most
important skill, for gaining massive knowledge from various fields.
People can enjoy reading any text they like for getting pleasure and
information. The more interesting text the learners read, the more
information they can get. So the creation of interest depends totally on the
nature of reading text.

Moreover, reading is regarded as the cheapest and the best way of
getting worldly knowledge and information. It is the prime means to
increase one’s own professional knowledge and keeping oneself update
with the things happening around him/ her. So, the mastery of reading
skill is inevitable to everyone. Reading, undoubtedly, broadens the
horizon of one’s knowledge and builds background to read any literary
texts. It provides entertainments by supplying information to the readers.
Furthermore, reading helps to develop moral and spiritual values and
stimul ates language devel opment.

Reading is one of the receptive skills. It is a way of grasping
information from a written text through graphic symbols. It plays very
crucia role in second language learning, for the people who do not have

chances to meet native speakers of the language can learn the language
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through reading books written in that language. For learners of English,
as a foreign language, especialy in the country like Nepal, reading is
usually the only means of exposure.

Reading serves as the foundation for al learning. It is the basis of
every academic subject. The apt reading skill is needed to study course
materials, read things for pleasure and general information and gain
access to the world body of knowledge. The secondary level English
curriculum has also emphasized the reading skill most i.e. forty five
percent of the total marks has been allocated to this skill.

1.7. Types of Reading

Reading is a very complex skill. It is am amalgamation of visua
and non-visual experience or behaviour. Reading is an active skill. We
read in order to obtain information which is presented in a written form.
Reading can be categorized on the basis of various factors. The
classification of reading is presented below with their brief description.
Slow VsFast Reading

On the basis of pace or speed of reading, there are two types of
reading viz. slow reading and fast reading. Slow reading refers to the
reading in relatively slow speed which is useful in the beginning stage of
reading, while teaching listening, while teaching difficult passages and
learning for purpose of understanding indepth and learning about
language system. But on the other hand, fast reading refers to the reading
in relatively faster speed. This type of reading is used after being an
expert in language, while reading silently, by native speakers, while
reading for self study, and while reading very simple and easy text.

Silent Reading Vs Loud Reading

Silent reading refers to perceiving a written text in order to

understand its contents or understanding the message from graphic

symbols by our eyes. It involves mental processes without making use of
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organs of speech. A good silent reading does not allow even the
movement of lips. This type of study is useful for self study reading,
library reading and inevitable for higher study. Conversely, loud reading
involves both physical and mental processes. It is termed as oral reading
too. This type of reading changes the graphic symbols into spoken form
and also interprets them. Hence, this includes pronunciation too. Such
kind of reading is useful, especially, for lower level students and for
reading for others. It is open to direct observation and used for T.V. and
Radio broadcast.

Skimming Vsscanning

Skimming also termed as ‘skim-reading’ is a type of rapid reading
which is used when the reader wants to get the main idea or ideas from a
passage. In this type of reading, the reader quickly runs his/ her eyes over
a text to get the gist of it. It is a kind of search read, used mainly to
establish what a text is about before deciding where to read. On the other
hand, Scanning is atype of speed reading technique which is used when a
reader wants to locate a particular piece of information without
necessarily understanding the rest of the text or passage. It involves the
checking of specific item and can also be called as 'item-check read'. It is
skimming and skipping. Thus, in scanning, the reader is on the look-out
for a particular item or items he believesisin the text.

To sum up, both skimming and scanning involve fairly rapid
superficial reading and are aimed at searching rather than processing of
the text or reflection upon the content of the text.

Intensive Vs. Extensive Reading

In language teaching, reading activities are sometimes classified as
extensive and intensive. Intensive reading is generaly at a ower speed
and requires a higher degree of understanding than extensive reading. It

involves in-depth reading, regression and reflection on what is read for
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the purpose of learning and appreciation. It is also called study reading
and involves a close study of the text. Conversely, extensive reading
means reading in quantity and in order to gain a general understanding of
what is read. It is intended to develop good reading habits, to build up
knowledge of vocabulary and structure, and to encourage a liking for
reading and it is that reading in which the students feel free and comfort.
1.8 Testing Reading
The term 'testing' in teaching and learning refers to testing of
various skills of language viz. listening, speaking, reading and writing
whereas reading means a process of retrieving and comprehending some
forms of stored information and ideas. Testing and teaching both are so
closely interrelated that it is virtually impossible to work in either field
without being concerned with the other. Tests may be constructed
primarily as devices to reinforce learning and to motivate the students or
as a means of assessing students performance. Reading comprehension
testing is very useful in improving reading comprehension. Not only
because it gives the teacher a measure of progress, but it supplements the
readers’ perception of their own ability too. Reading comprehension is
very complex term which according to J.B. Heaton (1988) includes the
following ability of the students.
- Recognize words and word groups, associating sounds with their
corresponding graphic symbols;
- Deduce meaning of words by understanding words formation by
contextual clues;
- Understand explicitly and implicitly stated information;
- Understand relations within the sentence;
- Understand relation between parts of a text through both lexical

devices and grammatical cohesive devices,
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- Perceive tempora and spatial relationships and also sequences of
ideas,

- Understand conceptual meaning;

- Anticipation and prediction;

- ldentifying the main idea and other salient features in atext;

- Skimming and scanning;

- Reading critically;

- Adopting aflexible approach and vary reading strategies according
to the type of material being read and the purpose for which it is
being read.

To conclude, various types of test items can be constructed to
assess the reading comprehension ability of the students according to the
purpose of the test and the types of reading materials. But our attempt,
here, is to assess the overall understanding of the students of grade ten in
prose and poetry.

1.9. Literature Review

The area, reading comprehension (understanding) is very rich since
plura number of researches have been carried out to find out the reading
comprehension ability of the students at various levels (i.e. school level to
college levdl).

Giri (1981) carried out a comparative study on "English Language
Proficiency of the students of Doti and Kathmandu districts." He found
out that the students of Kathmandu had better language Proficiency than
that of Doti. This study had involved all four language skills.

Siwakoti (1996) in his M.Ed. thesis entitled, "An Anaysis of
Reading Proficiency of the Secondary level students of Jhapadistrict.” He
found that private school students performed better than HMG aided
school in all test items i.e. text book tests, non-text book tests and close

tests from seen and unseen texts.
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Shrestha (1998) in her thesis entitled “A Study of Reading
Comprehension in English Language of Grade Eight.” He compared the
reading proficiency of eighth graders of Lalitpur district between seen
and unseen texts and found that students’ performance on seen texts were
seen better than that of unseen texts.

Subedi (2000) carried out a research on "Reading Comprehension
of Grade Nine Students of Kathmandu and Jhapa districts.” The
researcher found that the students studying in public schools of
Kathmandu had higher reading proficiency than the students of Jhapa
district. Seen and unseen texts from text book and newspaper were
extracted for comprehension texts.

G.C (2000) caried out a research study on "Reading
Comprehension Ability of the PCL First Years Students,” on varieties of
unseen texts. He found out that girls’ comprehension ability was a bit
higher than that of boys.

Pandey (2000) carried out a comparative research on "Reading
Comprehension Through Cloze Test and British Council Reading
Comprehension Test." The population of the study was hundred B.Ed.
Students from four campuses in Kathmandu and found that the reading
comprehension of the students through cloze test was not satisfactory.

Patel (2003) carried out a research entitlted "Reading
Comprehension Ability of the Students of Grade ten from Rautahat and
Makawanpur districts and found that proficiency in Comprehending seen
texts was higher than that of unseen texts." The students of Rautahat in
written test were found better than that of Makawanpur district.

Similarly, Singh (2004) carried out a research entitled
"Comprehension of Literary Texts’ among the tenth graders of
Kathmandu district on a Variety of seen and unseen textsi.e,, fiction and

essay. He found that the comprehension of seen texts was found better
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than in unseen texts. Students showed better comprehension in essay
(seen texts) than in story (unseen texts) and subjective response to a
literary text was more difficult than objective response.
1.10. Objectives of the study
This Research has the following objectives:
» To find out the students ability to understand literary texts.
» To compare their ability to understand literary texts in terms of
texts, sex, district and school.
» To suggest some pedagogical implications.
1.11. Significance of the study

The current secondary level English Curriculum has clearly
mentioned that the secondary level students must have different types of
reading skillsin avariety of reading texts. So plural number of researches
have been carried out to assess the reading comprehension
(understanding) of the students at various levels both on seen and unseen
texts.

This study provides us insights on the students’ difficult areas so as
to focus special attention while teaching particular genre (text). It will be
beneficia to the curriculum designers and textbook writers to select and
Incorporate such texts which are of interest to the students, for literature
Is a part of English program and must be closely co-ordinated with
composition and reading. Furthermore, this study will be fruitful to find
out the test items in which the students obtain the highest scores and the
lowest scores and compare the overal understanding of poetry and prose
of the secondary level students. Language teachers and other people who
are directly and indirectly involved in English language teaching as well
as the succeeding researchers in this field will also be benefited from this
study.
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1.12. Definitions of the Specific Terms
Text ‘A’:  Thisterm refers to the descriptive texts that include a
fiction and an essay taken from wisdom International Monthly
Digest and High School Composition respectively.
Text 'B’: This term refers to a couple of poems taken from S.L.C
guestion 2002, Purwanchal and from Website.
Overall Understanding: This refers to the general understanding
of the students of any written texts here, the Prose and Poetry.
Text type: Thisterm refersto the Prose and the Poetry.
Tenth graders. This term refers to the selected 120 Students
studying at six different public schools of Kathmandu and
Chitwan districts (i.e. three form Kathmandu and three from
Chitwan).
Public School: This refers to the school which are run by the
government assistance.
Poetry: This refers to the poems collectively or in genera, pieces
of creative writings in verse, especially one expressing deep
feelings or noble thoughts in beautiful language, written with the
intention of communicating an experience. It does make use of
unusual and deviant language which stretches the norms or rules of
language.
Prose: Written or spoken language that is not in verse form and in
rather elaborated form.
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CHAPTER-TWO

METHODOLOGY

Through this study, the researcher aimed to analyze the overall
understanding of grade ten students studying at different public schools of
Kathmandu and Chitwan districts in poetry and prose in terms of sex, text
types, school and district. The researcher adopted the following
methodol ogy.
2.1 Sources of Data

The study was entirely field-based. Two types of sources of data
were chiefly utilized to carryout this research work.
2.1.1 Primary Sour ces of Data

The tenth graders studying at different public schools of
Kathmandu and Chitwan districts were the primary sources of data.
2.1.2 Secondary Sour ces of Data

The secondary sources of data included different books, articles,
journals, websites, theses, reports and other written documents related to
reading comprehension for the completion of thisthesis.
2.2. Population of the Study

The population of the study consisted of one hundred and twenty
students studying at different public schools (i.e., three from Kathmandu
district and three from Chitwan district). Twenty students (ten boys and
ten girls) from each school were randomly selected to €licit response
from the selected texts.
2.3. Sampling Procedures

Random Sampling Procedure was applied to select schools and
students from these schools. While selecting sample population, equal

number of boys and girls (i.e. ten boys and ten girls) were taken on the
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basis of odd and even roll numbers of the students. The researcher, on the
basis of the responses elicited from the students, worked out with
average, standard deviation, coefficient variation and percentage
calculation.
2.4. Toolsfor Data Collection

The researcher used both subjective and objective test items to
elicit the overall understanding (comprehension) of the students. Four sets
of questions based on four different written textsi.e, two from poetry and
two from prose were constructed and each set contained five different test
items viz. true/false, fill in the blank, matching, multiple choice and
short-answer question item. The texts selected for the test were all unseen
texts. The full marks of each set of questions was twenty and 25 minutes
time was allocated for each set of question. The detail of the test items
and the sources form which the texts were taken from is shown in the
following table.
Reading Texts and its Publication

Tablel

S.N.[Text titles Texttype [Source of text

1 |Noonecan Escape [Fiction Wisdom International Monthly
Death Digest

2 |Population Growth [Essay High School Composition
The Circus ElephantPoem SLC guestion 2002 Purwanchal
4  [To Daffodils Poem Websites
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Test Items

Table2
SN. | Texts | T/F| F/IB | M/l |M/C| SA | FM. Remarks
1 | Fiction 4 20 Each item of
2 | Essay 4 20 each type
3 | Poem 4 20 carriesone
4 | Poem 4 20 mark
F.M 16 | 16 | 16 | 16 | 16 80
2.5. Pilot Study

After the construction of tools, the researcher carried out a pilot test
to check the appropriateness of the test items. The test was conducted on
twenty students of Janasewa Secondary School, Kirtipur. Then, the
answer sheets were collected, checked and their marks were calculated in
mean and percentage. The percentage of the students' understanding in
prose was found 56.75% whereas in poetry was found 51.25%. The mean
scores in prose and poetry are 22.63 and 20.37 out of 40 full marks
respectively. Regarding the type of the questions, it was found that the
students scored the highest in T/F item and the lowest in M/l (i.e,
69.38% and 45.63%) in prose respectively. Similarly, the students were
found to have obtained the highest marks in M/l and the lowest marksin
short answer questions poetry (i.e. 59.38% and 43.13%) respectively. The
scores of other items fell in between these two items. The students
finished the test within the given time that is one and half hours except
two students. The researcher found that the sets of test items were
appropriate. So, the same test items were taken as the final form and were

used for the other subjects.
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2.6. Process of Data Collection

Firstly, the researcher constructed the test items from the selected

texts (i.e. poetry and prose). After the preparation of test items, the

researcher, himself, visited the selected schools of Kathmandu and
Chitwan districts and talked with the head teachers and the subject

teachers. Then he mentioned the purpose of his study and asked for
permission to administer the test. Having established friendly relationship
with the administration and subject teacher, he administered the test

systematically in an appropriate classroom. The following procedures
were used to conduct the test.

The researcher selected appropriate classroom. Only two students
were allowed to take seat on a bench in order to prevent them
copying from their fellow friends.

Externa disturbances were avoided during the administration of
the test.

The researcher made all the testees familiar with the instructions of
the test, so that they would have no difficulty in solving them.

The test of poetry and prose was conducted on the same group of
students at the same time.

The researcher made sure that no one cheated in thetest .

When the time was over, the researcher collected the answer sheets

from the students.

2.7. Limitations of the Study

The study has the following limitations:

The study was limited to find out the overall understanding of tenth
gradersin poetry and prose.

The study was limited to only six public (government aided)
schools of Kathmandu and Chitwan (i.e. three from Kathmandu
and three from Chitwan) district.
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The population of the study was limited to one hundred and twenty
students in total and only twenty students (10 boys and 10 girls)
from each school.

The study was limited to four written texts; two from poetry and
two from prose.

The study was based on the following test types only;

- True/ Falseitem

- Fill inthe blanksitem

- Multiple choice item

- Matching item

- Short answer question item

Only four statistical tools, i.e. mean, standard deviation, percentage
and coefficient of variation were used for the analysis and
interpretation of the data.

The terms 'overall understanding' is used synonymously with

'students ability to understand' literary texts in the research work.
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CHAPTER-THREE
ANALYSISAND INTERPRETATION
This chapter deals with the analysis and interpretation of the data
obtained from the test administered to the students involved in the study.
The researcher had used four texts — two from prose and two from poetry
and the full marks was 40 for each prose and poetry. Five test items (i.e.
true/false, completion, multiple choice, matching and short answer
guestion) were used to asses the students' overall understanding (reading
comprehension ability) in both prose and poetry but not the sub-skills
involved in reading comprehension. The above mentioned five test items
were used in both literary texts i.e. prose and poetry. Then, the marks
obtained by the students at various test items of prose and poetry were
tabulated according to the objective of the study.
The tabulation was done itemwise, genderwise, districtiwise and as
a whole genrewise. The data were then, analysed by using simple
statistical tools like mean, percentage, standard deviation and coefficient
of variation. The researcher has analysed the overall understanding of the
students studying at various public schools in prose and poetry.

3.1 Comparison of the Students OU in Prose and Poetry asa Whole

Table 3
Prose Poetry A. Total
No. of Stds. 120 120 120
F.M. 40 40 40
Mean 25.43 22.50 23.96
Per 63.56 56.25 59.91
SD. 4.93 5.67 4.83
C.V. 19.39 25.19 20.14

Table-3 shows the overall understanding of the students in prose

and poetry as a whole. According to the table the mean scores obtained
by the students in prose and poetry out of 40 full marks are 25.43 and
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22.50 with the percentage 63.56 and 56.25 of each respectively. This
shows that the students' understanding in prose is better than that of
poetry since their mean score in prose is higher than in poetry.

Similarly, the table shows the coefficient of variations of the
students' scores in prose and poetry too. The C.V. of the students' scores
In prose (19.39) is less than their C.V. (25.19) in poetry. This shows that
the students' scoresin prose are more uniform (i.e. less deviated) from the
mean score but just reverse in poetry. This fact is also supported by the
standard deviation. From these facts, we can draw the conclusion that the
students' understanding in prose is better than that of poetry. Furthermore,
the above table also shows the average total of overall understanding of
the students in prose and poetry. The average total understanding of the
students in both prose and poetry is 59.91 percent. This shows that the
students are found to have obtained nearly first division marks as awhole
which seems satisfactory.

The students' overal understanding in prose and poetry can be

shown in the pie chart in percentage value as follows:

Figurel

Comparison of the Students OU in Prose and Poetry asa Whole

OU in Percentage

56.25

63.56

[0 Prose O Poetry
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3.2 Districtwise Comparison of the Students OU in Prose and Poetry

Table4
Kathmandu Chitwan

Prose | Poetry | A.total | Prose Poetry | A.totd
No. of Stds. 60 60 60 60 60 60
F.M. 40 40 40 40 40 40
Mean 26.23 | 23.63 | 2493 | 24.62 21.37 22.99
Per. 65.58 | 59.08 | 62.33 | 61.54 53.42 57.48
S.D. 464 | 6.19 4.96 5.12 4.89 4.52
C.V. 1769 | 26.19 | 19.88 | 20.78 22.88 19.68

Table-4 shows the overal understanding of the students of
Kathmandu and Chitwan in prose and poetry. According to the table, the
mean scores in prose and poetry of the students of Kathmandu are 26.23
and 23.63 respectively. Similarly, the students of Chitwan obtained 24.62
and 21.37 mean scores out of 40 full marks for both prose and poetry.
This shows that in both districts, the students overall understanding
ability was found higher in prose than in poetry which is aso supported
by the percentage.

In the same way, the CVs of the students of Kathmandu in prose
and poetry are 17.69 and 26.19 and that of Chitwan are 20.78 and 22.88.
This fact shows that the students of both districts obtained more uniform
marks in prose than in poetry (i.e. the students of both districts obtained
less deviated marks from the mean scores in prose but vice-versa in
poetry). So, we can draw the conclusion that the overall understanding of
prose and poetry of the students of Kathmandu is better than that of
Chitwan district. The table aso shows that the average total overdl
understanding of prose and poetry of the students of Kathmandu (62.33)
IS higher than that of the students of Chitwan (57.48) in percentage.
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The overal understanding of the students of Kathmandu and

Chitwan in prose and poetry can be shown in the percentage value in the

following bar diagram:

Figure?2

Districtwise Comparison of the Students' OU in Prose and Poetry
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3.3 Sexwise Comparison of the Students OU in Prose and Poetry

Table5
Prose Poetry

Male | Female | A.total Mae | Femae | A.totd
No. Stds. 60 60 60 60 60 60
F.M. 40 40 40 40 40 40
Mean 26.02 | 24.83 25.42 22.90 22.10 22.5
Per. 65.04 | 62.08 63.56 57.25 55.25 56.25
S.D. 5.26 4.54 4.9 5.40 594 5.67
C.V. 20.23 | 18.28 19.25 23.59 26.89 25.24

Table5 shows the sexwise comparison of the overdl

understanding of the students in prose and poetry. According to the table,
the mean scores achieved by the male students in prose and poetry are
26.02 and 22.90 with the percentage 65.04 and 57.25 respectively.
Similarly, the mean scores achieved by the female students in prose and
poetry are 24.83 and 22.10 with the percentage 62.08 and 55.25
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respectively. While comparing the mean scores achieved by both male
and female students, male students are found more talented in both prose
and poetry than their female counterparts. According to the CV carried
out with the help of means and standard deviations, femae students
scores are less dispersed from the respective mean score than that of their
male counterparts in prose and vice-versa in poetry. This fact can be
derived from the comparison of CVs 20.23 and 23.59 in male and 18.28
and 26.89 in femal e respectively.

Another fact found from the table is that the total mean scores in
prose and poetry are 25.40 and 22.50 respectively. This shows that the
students' overall understanding is better in prose in comparison to poetry.
This fact is also supported by the CVs 19.25 and 25.24 in prose and
poetry respectively. In other words, the students' scores in prose are less
dispersed from the respective mean score than that of poetry. To sum up,
male students are found to have better understanding in both prose and
poetry though their marks in prose are dightly dispersed than that of their
female counterparts.

The overal understanding of the students' OU in prose and poetry
interms of sex can be shown in the percentile value as follows:

Figure3
Sexwise Comparison of the Students OU in Prose and Poetry

66 65.04

64 - 62.08
62 -
60 -
58 -
56 -
54 -
52 -
50

57.25 O Male
55.25 0 Female

OU in Percentage

Prose Poetry

40



3.4 Comparison of Overall Understanding in Prose and Poetry

between the Female Students of Kathmandu and Chitwan

Table 6
Kathmandu Female Chitwan Female

Prose | Poetry | A. total Prose Poetry | A.totd
No. of Stds. 60 60 60 60 60 60
F.M. 40 40 40 40 40 40
Mean 26.37 | 2360 | 24.98 24.62 21.37 22.99
Per. 65.92 | 59.00 | 6246 61.54 53.42 57.48
S.D. 4.02 7.00 5.93 5.12 4.89 4.52
C.V. 1525 | 2964 | 21.16 20.78 22.88 19.68

Table-6 shows the overal understanding of the female students of
Kathmandu and Chitwan in prose and poetry. As the table shows, the
mean scores of the female students of Kathmandu in prose and poetry are
26.37 and 23.60 with percentage 65.92 and 59.00 respectively. This
shows that the female students of Kathmandu have better understanding
In prose than in poetry. Similarly, the mean scores obtained by the female
students of Chitwan in prose and poetry are 26.37 and 23.60 respectively.
This snows that the female students of Kathmandu have better
understanding in prose than that of the female students of Chitwan. The
percentage also supports this fact. Similarly, the female students of
Chitwan are aso seen better in prose in comparison to poetry for, the
mean scores in prose and poetry are 24.62 and 21.37 respectively.

Furthermore, the coefficient of variations of the female students of
Kathmandu in prose and poetry are 15.25 and 29.64 and that of Chitwan
are 20.78 and 22.88 respectively. This shows the fact that the marks of
female students of both districts in prose are less deviated than that of
poetry. The average total understanding of female students of Kathmandu
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In both texts is 62.46 percent which is higher than that of the female
students of Chitwan district.

The overall understanding of the female students of Kathmandu
and Chitwan can be shown in the bar diagram in the percentile value as
follows:

Figure4
Comparison of Overall Understandingin Prose and Poetry between
the Female Students of Kathmandu and Chitwan
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3.5 Comparison of OU in Prose and Poetry between the Male

Students of Kathmandu and Chitwan

Table7
Kathmandu Chitwan

Prose | Poetry | A.total Prose Poetry | A.totd
No. of Stds. 60 60 60 60 60 60
F.M. 40 40 40 40 40 40
Mean 26.27 | 2367 | 24.97 25.93 22.13 24.03
Per. 65.67 | 59.17 | 62.42 64.83 55.33 60.08
S.D. 4.96 5.38 4.61 5.36 5.40 4.77
C.V. 18.89 | 22.75 | 18.46 20.68 24.40 19.85

Table-7 shows the overal understanding of male students of

Kathmandu and Chitwan districts in prose and poetry. The mean scores
were found to be 26.27 and 23.67 of male students of Kathmandu in
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prose and poetry respectively. In the case of Chitwan, the mean scoresin
prose and poetry have been found to be 25.93 and 22.13 respectively. The
mean scores show that the overall understanding of the male students of
Kathmandu in both prose and poetry is found higher than that of the male
students of Chitwan district which has been supported by percentage too.

Similarly, as we observe the CVs in prose and poetry of the male
students of both districts, we can vividly see that the students' marks in
prose are less deviated from the respective mean score than that of poetry.
The same result was found in the case of Chitwan too. Since the C.V.
20.68 in proseis less than the CV 24.40 in poetry. The standard deviation
too has supported this result. The average total percentage of the students
of Kathmandu in both prose and poetry is found greater by 2.34 than that
of Chitwan. So, it can be concluded that the male students of Kathmandu
are found to have better understanding in both prose and poetry than that
of the male students of Chitwan district.

The overal understanding of the male students of Kathmandu and
Chitwan in prose and poetry in the percentile value is shown in the bar
diagram as follows:

Figure5

Comparison of OU in Prose and Poetry between the M ale Students of
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3.6 Comparison of OU in Prose and Poetry between the Male and

Female Students of Kathmandu

Table8
Kathmandu Male Kathmandu Female

Prose | Poetry | A.total Prose Poetry | A. total
No. Stds. 60 60 60 60 60 60
F.M. 40 40 40 40 40 40
Mean 26.27 | 23.67 24.97 26.37 23.60 24.98
Per. 65.67 | 59.17 60.92 65.92 59.00 62.46
S.D. 4,96 5.38 5.17 4.02 7.00 5.29
C.V. 1889 | 2275 20.82 15.19 29.64 21.16

Table-8 shows the overall understanding of the male and female
students of Kathmandu in prose and poetry. Out of 40 full marks for each
the male students' mean scores in prose and poetry are 26.27 and 23.67
with the percentage 65.67 and 59.17 respectively. In the case of female
students, the mean scores in prose and poetry are 26.37 and 23.60 with
the percentage 65.92 and 59.00 respectively. This shows that both male
and female students of Kathmandu have better understanding in prose
than in poetry. The percentage also proves this fact. The female students
of Kathmandu were found to have dightly better understanding in prose
than their male counterparts.

Similarly, from the analysis of coefficient of variations, the female
students' marks in prose are less deviated from the mean score than that
of their male counterparts and the male students' marks in poetry are less
deviated from the mean score than that of their female counterparts. Since
the CV of male students' score in both prose and poetry are 18.89 and
22.75 and that of female students are 15.29 and 29.64 respectively. But
the average total percentage of the male and female students scores

shows that the female students' overall understanding seems better than



that of male students since the average percentage of male is 60.92 and
that of female is 62.46. To conclude, female students are found to have
better understanding in prose but vice versain poetry.

The overal understanding of male and femae students of
Kathmandu can be shown in the bar diagram in the percentile value as
follows:

Figure6
Comparison of OU in Prose and Poetry between the Male and

Female Students of Kathmandu
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3.7 Comparison of OU in Prose and Poetry between the Male and

Female Students of Chitwan

Table9
Chitwan Mae Chitwan Female

Prose | Poetry | A. total Prose Poetry | A.totd
No. of Stds. 30 30 30 30 30 30
F.M. 40 40 40 40 40 40
Mean 2593 | 2213 | 24.03 23.30 20.60 21.95
Per. 64.83 | 55.33 | 60.08 58.25 51.50 54.88
S.D. 5.36 | 5.40 5.38 4.57 4.27 4.08
CV. 20.68 | 2440 | 2254 19.62 20.74 18.59
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Table-9 shows the overall understanding of male and female
students of Chitwna in prose and poetry. According to the table, the male
students' mean score (25.93) is higher than the mean score (22.13) of their
female counterparts in prose. Likewise, the male students' mean score is
also higher than the mean score of their female counterparts in poetry (i.e.
the male students have obtained 22.13 and femal e students have obtained
20.60). Hence, the male students of Chitwan are found to have better
understanding in both prose and poetry than their female counterparts.
The percentage has also supported this conclusion.

Furthermore, the CVs of mae students in prose and poetry are
20.68 and 24.40 and that of female students are 19.62 and 20.74
respectively. It means that the male students marks in prose are less
deviated from the respective mean than that of female ones but just
reverse in poetry (i.e. female students' CV in poetry is 20.74 and that of
male is 24.41). While comparing the average tota percentage of the male
students with their female counterparts, the male students percentage is
found higher than that of female. To sum up, the male students of
Chitwan district are found more proficient in understanding both prose
and poetry than that of their female counterparts.

The overal understanding of the male and female students of
Chitwan can also be shown in the bar diagram in percentile value as

follows:
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Figure7

Comparison of OU in Prose and Poetry between the Male and
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3.8 Schoolwise Comparison of the Students' OU in Prose and Poetry

3.8.1. Comparison of OU in Prose and Poetry of the Students of

PKSS
Table 10
Prose Poetry Av. totd
No. of stds. 20 20 20
F.M. 40 40 40
Mean 23.85 22.65 23.29
Per. 59.63 56.63 58.13
S.D. 5.13 5.03 4.63
CV. 21.52 20.20 19.90

Table-10 shows the overal understanding of the students of PKSS

in prose and poetry. According to the table, the mean scores achieved by

the students in both prose and poetry out of 40 full marks are 23.89 and
22.65 with the percentage 59.63 and 56.63 respectively. This shows that
of students overal understanding in prose is better than that of poetry

since the mean score in prose is higher that of poetry.
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Similarly, the table shows the coefficient of variations of students
scores in prose and poetry too. As the table shows, the CVsin prose and
poetry are 21.52 and 20.20 with the standard deviation of 5.13 and 5.03
respectively. This shows that the students' scores in prose are slightly
more deviated from the mean score than that of poetry (i.e. the students of
PKSS found to have obtained more uniform marks in poetry than that of
prose). Another fact the table shows is that the average total overal
understanding of the students of PKSS in both prose and poetry is 58.13
percent which is near the first division mark as awhole.

The overall understanding of the students of PKSS in prose and
poetry can be shown in the pie chart in the percentage as follows:

Figure8
Comparison of OU in Prose and Poetry of the Students of PKSS
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3.8.2. Comparison of OU in Prose and Poetry of the Students of NHSS

Table1l
Prose Poetry Av. totd
No. of stds. 20 20 20
F.M. 40 40 40
Mean 23.50 19.10 21.30
Per. 58.75 47.75 53.25
S.D. 6.26 5.12 5.37
C.V. 26.65 26.80 25.23
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Table-11 shows the overall understanding of the students of NHSS
in prose and poetry. According to the table, the mean scores obtained by
the students in prose and poetry out of 40 full marks are 23.50 and 19.10
with the respective percentage of 58.75 and 47.75 respectively. This
shows that students' understanding in prose is found better than that of
poetry since the mean score of the students in prose is higher than that of
the poetry.

Similarly, the table also shows the coefficient of variations of the
students' scores in both prose and poetry. As the table shows, the CVsin
prose and poetry are 26.65 and 26.80 with the standard deviations of 6.26
and 5.12 respectively. This shows that the students of NHSS have
obtained dightly more deviated marks in poetry than in prose. Another
fact the table shows is that the average of total understanding of the
students of NHSS in both prose and poetry is 53. 25 percent and the
average total mean is 21.30 which islower than that of PKSS.

The overal understanding of the students of NHSS in prose and
poetry can also be shown in the percentage in the following pie chart:

Figure9
Comparison of OU of Prose and Poetry of the Students of NHSS
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3.8.3. Comparison of OU in Prose and Poetry of the Student of ABSS

Table 12
Prose Poetry Av. tota
No. of stds. 20 20 20
F.M. 40 40 40
Mean 26.50 25.35 24.43
Per. 66.25 55.88 61.06
S.D. 3.17 3.82 2.83
C.V. 11.96 17.07 11.60

Table-12 shows the overall understanding of the students of ABSS
in prose and poetry. As the table shows, the total number of the students
were 20 and the full marks for each genre is 40. Out of 40 full marks, the
students mean scores in prose and poetry are 2650 and 25.35
respectively. This shows that the students of ABSS are found to have
better understanding in prose than that of poetry. This fact has also been
supported by the percentage (i.e. the percentage in prose is 66.25 and in
poetry is 55.88).

Similarly, the table also shows the coefficient of variations of the
students' scores in prose and poetry. The CVs of prose and poetry are
11.96 and 17.07 with the standard deviations of 3.17 and 3.82
respectively. This data show that the students' scores in prose are found
less deviated from the respective mean score than that of the poetry.
Another fact the table shows is that the average total understanding of the
students of ABSS in both prose and poetry is found 61.06 percent which
IS satisfactory.

The overall understanding of the students of ABSS in prose and
poetry in the percentile value can be shown in the following pie chart

too.
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Figure 10
Comparison of OU in Prose and Poetry of the Student of ABSS

OU in Percentage
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3.8.4. Comparison of OU in Prose and Poetry of the Students of ASS

Table 13
Prose Poetry Av. total
No. of stds. 20 20 20
F.M. 40 40 40
Mean 26.05 26.25 26.15
Per. 65.13 65.63 65.38
S.D. 4.68 4.46 3.90
C.V. 17.98 16.99 14.90

Table-13 shows the overall understanding of the students of ASS
of Kathmandu in prose and poetry. The total number of students were 20
and the full marks for each prose and poetry was 40. The table shows that
the mean scores of the students in prose and poetry out of 40 full marks
for each are 26.05 and 26.25 with the percentage 65.13 and 65.63
respectively. This fact proves that the students' overall understanding of
poetry isfound sightly higher than that of prose.

Similarly, the table shows the coefficient of variations of the

students' scores in prose and poetry too. The CVsin prose and poetry are
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1798 and 16.99 with the standard deviations of 4.68 and 4.46
respectively. This fact shows that the students' scores in poetry are less
deviated form the mean score and vice versa in prose. Another fact the
table shows is that the average total understanding of the students in both
prose and poetry is found 65.38 percent which is above first division
marks hence found satisfactory.

The overal understanding of the students of ASS in prose and
poetry can be shown in the percentage value in the following pie chart
too.

Figure 11
Comparison of OU in Prose and Poetry of the Students of ASS
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3.8.5. Comparison of OU in Prose and Poetry of the Students of VSS

Table 14
Prose Poetry Av. total
No. of stds. 20 20 20
F.M. 40 40 40
Mean 23.30 18.10 20.25
Per. 58.25 45.25 50.63
S.D. 3.53 4.60 3.95
C.V. 15.13 25.41 19.50
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Table-14 shows the overall understanding of the students of VSS
of Kathmandu in prose and poetry. The table shows that the total number
of students were 20 and the full marks for each prose and poetry was 40.
According to the table, the mean scores achieved by the students in both
prose and poetry are 23.30 and 18.10 with the respective percentage
58.25 and 45.25 respectively. This shows that the students of VSS are
found to have better understanding in prose in comparison to the overall
understanding of poetry.

Similarly, the table shows the coefficient of variations of the
students' marks in prose and poetry. As the table shows, the CVsin prose
and poetry are 15.13 and 25.41 with their standard deviations 3.53 and
4.60 respectively. It shows that the marks achieved by the students of
VSS in prose are found more uniform than that of their marks in poetry.
Another fact the table shows is that the average total percentage of the
overall understanding in both prose and poetry is 50.63 percent which is
not so good.

The overal understanding of the students of VSS in prose and
poetry can be shown in percentage value in the pie chart as follows:

Figure 12
Comparison of OU in Prose and Poetry of the Students of VSS

OU in Percentage

45.25

58.25

O Prose O Poetry

53



3.8.6. Comparison of OU in Prose and Poetry of the Students of MHSS

Table 15
Prose Poetry Av. tota
No. of stds. 20 20 20
F.M. 40 40 40
Mean 29.35 26.55 27.95
Per. 73.38 66.38 69.88
S.D. 3.63 5.43 4.26
C.V. 12.37 20.47 15.23

Table-15 shows the overall understanding of the students of MHSS
of Kathmandu in prose and poetry. As the table shows, the total number
of students were 20 and the full marks for each prose and poetry was 40.
The students obtained 29.35 and 26.59 mean scores in prose and poetry
with their respective percentage 73.38 and 66.38 respectively. This shows
that the students understanding in prose is found higher in comparison to
poetry since the differenceisonly 2.8.

Similarly, the table shows the coefficient of variations of the
students' marks in prose and poetry. The CVs for both prose and poetry
are 12.37 and 20.47 with their standard deviations 3.63 and 5.43
respectively. This also shows that the students marks in prose are found
less deviated and that of poetry are highly deviated from the mean score.
Another fact the table shows is that the average total understanding of
prose and poetry is found 69.88 which is satisfactory in comparison to the
average total marks of the students of other schools.

The overall understanding of the students of MHSS in the prose
and poetry can also be shown in the percentage in the pie chart as

follows:



Figure 13
Comparison of OU in Prose and Poetry of the Studentsof MHSS
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3.8.7. Schoolwise Comparison of the Students OU in Prose Only

Table 16

District Kathmandu Chitwan

School ASS | VSS|MHSS|A. Total| PKSS|NHSS| ABSS |A. Total
No. of Stds.| 20 20 20 20 20 | 20 20 20
F.M. 40 | 40 | 40 40 40 | 40 40 40
Mean 26.05 |23.30| 29.35 | 26.23 |23.85/23.50| 26.50 | 24.61
Per. 65.13 |58.25| 73.38 | 65.58 |59.63|58.75| 66.25 | 61.54
S.D. 468 | 353| 363 | 394 | 513 |6.26 | 3.17 | 4.85
C.V. 17.98 |15.13| 12.37 | 15.16 |21.52|26.65| 11.96 | 20.04

Table-16 shows the schoolwise comparison of the students
understanding in prose between Kathmandu and Chitwan districts.
According to the table, the mean score shows that the students of MHSS
are found to have the highest overal understanding in prose and the
students of VSS are found to have the lowest score in the same text hence
lowest understanding in prose for, they achieved 29.35 and 23.30 mean
scores respectively. Similarly, in the case of Chitwan, the students of
ABSS are found to have the highest understanding and the students of
NHSS are found to have the lowest understanding in prose since their
mean scores are 26.50 and 23.50 respectively. The VSS from Kathmandu
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and PKSS from Chitwan are found to fall between the two extremes. Asa
whole, the average total overal percentage of understanding of the
students of Kathmandu in prose (65.58) is greater than that of the students
of Chitwan i.e. the average total percentage of the students of Chitwan is
61.54 percent.

The CV in the table shows that the students of MHSS have scored
the more uniform marks and the students of ASS have scored the least
uniform marks. Likewise, in the case of Chitwan district the students of
ABSS are found to have obtained less deviated scores from the mean
score and the students of NHSS are found to have obtained quite
dispersed marks in prose. As a whole the students of NHSS of
Kathmandu are found to have the highest overal understanding and the
students of NHSS of Chitwan are found to have the lowest overal
understanding in prose. The average total understanding of the students of
Kathmandu has been found higher than that of the students of Chitwan.

The schoolwise comparison of the students' understanding in prose
between Kathmandu and Chitwan districts can also be shown in the
percentage in the following single bar diagram:

Figure 14

Schoolwise Comparison of the Students OU in Prose Only
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3.8.8. Schoolwise Comparison of the Students OU in Poetry only

Table17

District Kathmandu Chitwan

School ASS | VSS |MHSS|A. Total| PKSS|NHSS| ABSS |A. Total
No.of Stds. | 20 | 20 20 20 20 | 20 20 20

F.M. 40 | 40 40 40 40 | 40 40 40

Mean 26.25/18.10| 26.55 | 23.63 |22.65|19.10| 22.35 | 21.36
Per. 65.63|45.29| 66.38 | 59.08 |56.63|47.75| 55.88 | 53.42
S.D. 446 | 460 | 543 | 483 | 503|512 | 3.82 | 4.65
C.V. 16.9925.21| 20.47 | 20.89 |22.20/26.80| 17.07 | 22.02

Table-17 shows the schoolwise comparison of the students' overall
understanding in poetry between Kathmandu and Chitwan district. As the
table shows, the students of MHSS are found to have the highest
understanding in poetry and the students of VSS are found to have the
lowest understanding in the same genre since their mean scores are 26.55
and 18.10 respectively; and ASS school falls in between while making
school wise OU comparison in Kathmandu only. On the other hand, the
students of PKSS and the students of NHSS are found to have the highest
and the lowest understanding since their mean scores are 22.65 and 19.10
respectively.

Furthermore, we can also calculate the dispersion of students
marks from the table. In Kathmandu, the students of ASS have obtained
less dispersed marks and the students of VSS have obtained highly
dispersed marks in prosei.e. their CVs are 16.99 and 25.21 respectively.
Similarly, while comparing the CVs in poetry between the schools of
Chitwan, the students of ABSS have been found to obtain less deviated
marks form the respective mean score and the students of NHSS have
been found to obtain more deviated marks from the mean score.

To sum up, the students of MHSS are found to have obtained the

highest score but the dispersion of marks from the mean is greater than
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that of ASS of Kathmandu. Similarly, the students of PKSS are found to
have dightly higher score than that of the students of ABSS but the CV
has shown that the students of ABSS have obtained more uniform marks
than that of the students of PKSS.

The schoolwise overall understanding in poetry between the
students of Kathmandu and Chitwan in percentage can be shown in the
following single bar diagram:

Figure 15
Schoolwise Comparison of the Students' OU in Poetry only
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3.9 Sexwise Comparison of OU in Prose and Poetry of Each School
3.9.1 Sexwise Comparison of OU in Prose and Poetry of the Students

of PKSS
Table 18
Male Femae

Prose | Poetry | A. total Prose Poetry | A. tota
No. of Stds. 20 20 20 20 20 20
F.M. 40 40 40 40 40 40
Mean 2440 | 2250 | 2345 23.30 22.80 23.05
Per. 61.00 | 56.25 | 58.63 58.25 57.00 57.63
S.D. 6.48 6.98 6.13 3.59 2.15 2.73
C.V. 26,57 | 31.02 | 26.16 15.41 9.43 11.86
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Table-18 shows the overal understanding of male and female
students of PKSS in prose and poetry. As the table reveals, the mean
score of male students in prose is 24.40 out of 40 full marks and the that
of female students in the same text is 23.30. The difference between two
means is 1.1. This shows that the male students of PKSS are slightly
better in prose than their female counterparts. Similarly, while comparing
the mean scores of both genders in poetry, the female students are found
dlightly better i.e. the mean scores of male and female students are 22.50
and 22.80 respectively. This fact has been supported by the percentage

too.

Similarly, the CV shows that the male students of PKSS have
obtained more dispersed marks form the mean score than that of their
female counterparts in prose since their CVs are 26.57 and 15.41
respectively. Regarding the poetry too, the same result has been found
(i.e. the female students CV in poetry is 9.43 and that of maleis 31.02). It
means that female students have obtained more uniform marks in poetry
than that of male students. But as awhole, the average total percentage of
male students in both texts is 58.63 and that of female is 57.63. From this
fact we can conclude that the male students of PKSS are better than that

of their female counterparts.

The sexwise overall understanding of the students of PKSS in
prose and poetry can be shown in the following bar diagram in the

percentile value:
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Figure 16

Sexwise Comparison of OU in Prose and Poetry of the Students of

PKSS
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3.9.2. Sexwise Comparison of OU in Prose and Poetry of the Students

of NHSS
Table 19
Male Female

Prose | Poetry | A.total | Prose Poetry | A. tota
No. of Stds. 20 20 20 20 20 20
F.M. 40 40 40 40 40 40
Mean 2590 | 20.70 | 2330 | 21.10 17.50 19.30
Per. 64.75 | 51.75 | 58.25 52.75 43.75 48.25
S.D. 5.84 4.95 4.96 5.99 5.02 5.24
C.V. 2255 | 2389 | 21.30 | 28.39 22.67 27.15

Table-19 shows the OU of male and femae students of NHSS in

prose and poetry. According to the table the mean scores of male and

female students in prose are 25.90 and 21.10 with the percentage 64.75
and 52.75 respectively. This shows that male students have better
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understanding in prose than that of their female counterparts. Regarding
poetry, the male students' mean score is 20.70 and that of female ones is
17.50. This shows that males are better in poetry too. This fact is aso
supported by percentage too.

Similarly, from the analysis of coefficient of variation of the marks
obtained by the students in prose and poetry. It can be found that male
students have obtained more uniform marks (less deviated from mean
score) in both poetry and prose than that of their female counterparts. The
CVs of male and female students in prose are 22.55 and 28.39 while in
poetry are 23.89 and 28.67 respectively. This fact has also been supported
by the standard deviation. The average total percentage of male students
IS also greater than the average total percentage of female students (i.e.
48.25). All these facts prove that the male students of NHSS have better
understanding in prose and poetry than that of their female counterparts.

The overal understanding of the male and female students of
NHSS can be shown in the following bar diagram in the percentage
value:

Figure 17
Sexwise Comparison of OU in Prose and Poetry of the Students of
NHSS
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3.9.3. Sexwise Comparison of OU in Prose and Poetry of the Students

of ABSS
Table 20
Male Femae

Prose | Poetry | A.total | Prose Poetry | A. tota
No. of Stds. 20 20 20 20 20 20
F.M. 40 40 40 40 40 40
Mean 2750 | 23.20 | 25.35 25.50 21.50 23.50
Per. 68.75 | 58.00 | 63.38 63.75 53.75 58.75
S.D. 3.34 4.13 2.86 2.80 3.47 2.62
CV. 1215 | 1781 | 11.28 10.98 16.15 1117

Table-20, shows the OU of male and female students of ABSS in
prose and poetry. In the table, the male students performance is found
better in prose than that of their female counterparts. It is shown by the
mean scores of male and female 27.50 and 25.50 in prose respectively. In
the case of poetry too, the male students mean score seems dlightly
higher than that of their female counterparts. Since their mean scores are
23.20 and 21.50 respectively. This also means that the male students of
ABSS are found to have better understanding in both prose and poetry
than that of female ones. This fact has aso been supported by the
percentage value of their score.

The above table also shows the coefficient of variations. The CV of
male students in prose is 12.15 and that of female is 10.98. This shows
that the female students' marks in prose are less deviated from the mean
score than that of male ones. Similarly, while comparing the CVs in
poetry of both male and female students, it is found that the CV of maleis
17.81 and that of female is 16.15. It also means that the female students
marks are less deviated from the mean in poetry. It has also been proved
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by the standard deviation. But the average total percentage of male is
63.38 and that of female is 58.75. We, therefore, can conclude that the
OU of maleis better than that of their femal e counterparts.

The overal understanding of the male and female students of
ABSS can be shown in the percentage value in the following bar diagram:

Figure 18
Sexwise Comparison of OU in Prose and Poetry of the Students of
ABSS
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3.9.4. Sexwise Comparison of OU in Prose and Poetry of the Students

of ASS
Table21
Male Femae

Prose | Poetry | A.total | Prose Poetry | A. tota
No. of Stds. 20 20 20 20 20 20
F.M. 40 40 40 40 40 40
Mean 24.00 | 23.70 | 23.85 | 28.10 28.80 28.45
Per. 60.00 | 59.25 | 59.63 | 70.25 72.00 71.13
S.D. 544 | 450 | 3.88 2.73 2.70 2.29
C.V. 22.65 | 1898 | 16.27 9.70 9.37 8.05

Table-21 shows the overall understanding of male and female
students of ASS in prose and poetry. According to the table, the female
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students' overall understanding in both prose and poetry is found greater
than that of male students. Since the average scores achieved by the male
and femal e students in prose out of 40 full marks are 24.00 and 28.10 and
In poetry are 23.70 and 28.80 respectively. The average total mean scores
of male and femal e students aso prove the same fact.

Similarly, the table shows the coefficient of variations of male and
female students in both prose and poetry. The CVs of male and female
students in prose are 22.65 and 9.70 with the standard deviation of 5.44
and 2.73 respectively. This shows that the female students' marks are
found less deviated from the mean scores than that of their male
counterparts. Likewise, another fact the table shows is that the CVs of
male and female students in poetry. The CVs of male and female in
poetry are 18.98 and 9.37 respectively. This shows that the female
students' marks are found more uniform (consistent) than that of their
male counterparts. Furthermore, the average total percentage of female
students in prose and poetry (i.e. 71.13) is greater than that of male
students (i.e. 59.63). S0, it is concluded that the female students of ASS
are found to have better understanding in both prose and poetry than that
of their male counterparts.

The overal understanding of male and female students of ASS can

also be shown in percentage value in the following bar diagram:

Figure 19
Sexwise Comparison of OU in Prose and Poetry of the Students of
ASS
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3.9.5. Sexwise Comparison of OU in Prose and Poetry of the Students

of VSS
Table 22
Male Femae

Prose | Poetry | A.total | Prose Poetry | A. tota
No. of Stds. 20 20 20 20 20 20
F.M. 40 40 40 40 40 40
Mean 2440 | 20.80 | 22.60 | 2220 15.40 18.80
Per. 61.00 | 52.00 | 56.60 | 55.50 38.50 47.00
S.D. 412 | 3.71 3.49 2.57 3.84 2.69
CV. 16.86 | 17.82 | 15.43 11.59 24.91 14.31

Table-22 shows the overal understanding of male and female
students of VSS in prose and poetry. As the table shows, the male
students' understanding ability seems better in prose than that of their
female counterparts according to the mean scores. Since the male
students' mean score is 24.40 and that of female ones is 22.20. Likewise,
while making a comparison between male and female in poetry, the male
students are found to have better understanding than that of their female
counterparts because their mean scores in poetry are 20.80 and 15.40
respectively. The percentage also shows that male students have better
understanding in both prose and poetry in comparison to their female
counterparts.

Similarly, the CVsin prose and poetry of male and female students
show that the female students marks in prose are less deviated from the
respective mean score than that of male ones, for their CVs in prose are
16.86 and 11.59 respectively. In the poetry, however, reverse result was
found (i.e. the male students' CV is 17.82 whereas the female students
CV is24.91).
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To sum up, male students of VSS are found to have better
understanding in both prose and poetry than that of their female
counterparts. And the average total understanding in both prose and
poetry of male students have been found greater than that of female
students. As a whole male students have obtained 56.60 percent and
femal e students have obtained 47.00 percent marks.

The overall understanding of the male and female students of VSS
In prose and poetry can be shown in the percentage value in the
following bar diagram:

Figure 20
Sexwise Comparison of OU in Prose and Poetry of the Students of
VSS
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3.9.6. Sexwise Comparison of OU in prose and Poetry of the Students

of MHSS
Table 23
Male Femae

Prose | Poetry | A.total | Prose Poetry | A. tota
No. of Stds. 20 20 20 20 20 20
F.M. 40 40 40 40 40 40
Mean 29.90 | 2650 | 28.26 28.80 26.60 27.70
Per. 7475 | 66.25 | 70.50 72.00 66.50 69.25
S.D. 4.28 6.43 4.96 2.97 4.58 3.68
C.V. 1432 | 2428 | 17.60 10.33 17.20 13.27
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Table-23 shows the overall understanding of the male and female
students of MHSS in prose and poetry. As shown by the table, the male
students' overall understanding in prose has been found higher than that
of their female counterparts. Since the mean scores of male and female
students in prose out of 40 full marks are 29.90 and 28.80 with the
standard deviations of 4.28 and 2.97 respectively. But in the case of
poetry, the mean score of femae students is dlightly higher. The
percentage also shows the same results. We can also draw the conclusion
from the table that the average total understanding of male students in
both prose and poetry is 70.50 and that of female students is 69.25. This
also shows that the male students are found to have better understanding
than that of their female counterparts.

Similarly, the table shows the coefficient of variations of the male
and female students. The CVs of male and female students in prose are
14.32 and 10.33 with the standard deviations 4.28 and 2.97 respectively.
It shows that female students marks in prose are found less dispersed
than that of their male counterparts. While comparing the CVs of male
and female students in poetry the same result has been found (i.e. the
female students marks are found less dispersed than that of their male
counterparts). Since the CVs of male and female in poetry are 24.28 and
17.20 respectively.

To sum up, the male students of MHSS are found to have better
understanding in both prose and poetry than that of their female
counterparts. But the female students' marks are found less dispersed in
both prose and poetry than that of their male counterparts.

The overall understanding of the male and female students of
MHSS in prose and poetry can be shown in the percentage value in the

following bar diagram:
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Figure2l

Sexwise Comparison of OU in prose and Poetry of the Students of
MHSS
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3.10 Itemwise Comparison of the Students' OU in Prose and Poetry

Table24
Prose Poetry

T/IF | FB | M/l MICI|SA|A.T| T/F| FB | M/l IM/C| SA |A.T.
No. off 120 | 120 | 120 | 120 | 120 | 120 | 120 | 120 | 120 | 120 | 120 | 120
Stds.
FM. | 8 8, 8/ 8| 8/ 8| 8| 8| 8| 8 8 8
Mean |6.24|5.68/3.57|4.21|5.73|5.09|5.78 | 4.13 | 5.38 | 3.99 | 3.23 | 4.50
Per. [78.0271.0444.5852.6071.5663.5672.19/51.67|67.1949.9040.31/56.25
S.D. |158/1.64(1.62/1.22/1.64/0.99|/1.42|1.36|1.69|1.87|1.701.13
C.V. [25.2728.8545.5128.8828.6419.3924.6432.89/31.4546.90/52.64/20.14

Table-24 shows the itemwise analysis of overall understanding of

the students in prose and poetry. As shown in the table, five test items of

eight full marks for each were constructed for both prose and poetry and

the total number of students were 120. In the table given, the students are

found to have scored the highest marks in true/false item because the

mean score in this item is 6.24 out of eight full marks. In the same way,

the students are found to have scored the least marks in matching item in
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prose since its mean score is 3.57 and other items fall in between these
two i.e. short answer question in the second rank, fill in the blank in the
third and multiple choice in the fourth rank. The CV of each items shows
the same ranking. According to CV the students scores in T/F are the
least dispersed and M/I are the most dispersed.

Similarly, when we make itemwise analysis of the overdl
understanding of poetry, the students are found to have the highest
performance in true and false item and the lowest performance in short
answer questions i.e. the students found S/A item in poetry very difficult
in comparison to other items. Furthermore, the CV shows that students
marks in T/F are the least dispersed and in S/A are the most dispersed.
The students performance in other items fall between these two items.

To sum up, students' performance are found high in true/false item
both in prose and poetry but their performances are found lower in
matching item in prose and short answer question in poetry.

The itemwise analysis of overall understanding of the students in

prose and poetry can aso be shown in percentage value in the following
bar diagram:
Figure 22

Itemwise Comparison of the Students OU in Prose and Poetry
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3.11 Some Statistical Treatments Used in the Analysis of Data
3.11.1 Arithmetic Average (M ean)

Arithmetic average (mean) of a series usually denoted by Xis the
‘'value obtained by dividing the sum of the values of various items (N)

constituting the series), It is calculated by using the formula in individual

N = The number of scores
In this research, the researcher has used this statistical tool to find
out the average score among the scores achieved by the students in the
various test items based on prose and poetry.
3.11.2 Standard Deviation (s)

Standard deviation may be defined as the positive square root of
the arithmetic mean of the squares of the deviations of given observations
form their arithmetic mean. In short, S.D. may be defined as "Root-Mean-
Square Deviation from Mean." The S.D. measures the absolute dispersion
or variability of a distribution, the greater the amount of dispersion or
variability, the greater the standard deviation. It is usually denoted by the
Greek letter o (sigma), and is derived from the equation:

c= WIZX_X ora:JZX2
N N

In this research work, the researcher has used this tool to find out

the dispersion of scores achieved by the students form the mean scores.
3.11.3 Co-efficient of Variation (C.V.)

Coefficient of variation is a pure number independent of the units
of measurement and thus suitable for comparing variability, homogeneity
or uniformity of two or more distribution. 100 times the coefficient of
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dispersion based on standard deviations is caled the coefficient of
variation. It is calculated by using the following formula:

CV. = Standard de'vlatlon><100 =ix100
Mean X

It is used in this research to compare the variability and, or

uniformity of two series of marks.
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CHAPTER-FOUR
FINDINGSAND RECOMMENDATIONS

4.1 Findings

The prime concern of this study was to identify the overal
understanding of the students studying at various public schools of
Kathmandu and Chitwan in prose and poetry in terms of texts, sex, school
and district. The researcher administered the test on the selected students
and then the obtained marks were tabulated under various headings on
the basis of various variables as per the objectives of the study. The
collected data were analysed by using different statistical tools like mean,
percentage, standard deviation and coefficient of variation. On the basis
of this analysis, the following findings have been drawn.

1. The students are found to have better understanding in prose than
in poetry. The overall understanding of the students studying at
various public schools of Kathmandu and Chitwan in prose is
63.56% and that of poetry is 56.25%. The OU of the students in
prose and poetry, as awhole, is satisfactory.

2. The overdl understanding of the students of Kathmandu in both
prose and poetry is greater than that of the students of Chitwan.
The OU of the students of Kathmandu in prose and poetry are
65.58% and 59.08% and that of the students of Chitwan are
61.54% and 53.42% respectively.

3. Regarding the OU in prose and poetry in terms of sex variable, the
male students are found to have better understanding than that of
their female counterparts. The male students' scores in prose and
poetry are 65.04% and 57.25% and that of female students are
62.08% and 55.25% respectively.

4. The femae students of Kathmandu are found to have higher
understanding in both prose and poetry than that of the female
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students of Chitwan. The scores of the female students of
Kathmandu in prose and poetry are 65.92% and 61.54% and the
scores of female students of Chitwan in prose and poetry are
59.00% and 53.42% respectively.

. While comparing the OU between the male students of Kathmandu
and Chitwan, the male students of Kathmandu are found to have
better understanding in both prose and poetry than that of the male
students of Chitwan. The scores of the male students of Kathmandu
and Chitwan in prose are 65.67% and 64.83% and their scores in
poetry are 59.17% and 55.33% respectively.

. In the comparison between the male and femae students of
Kathmandu, the female students are found to have dightly better
understanding in prose than that of their male counterparts but
vice-versa in poetry. The male and female students' scores in prose
are 65.67% and 65.92% and in poetry are 59.17% and 59%
respectively.

. The mae students of Chitwan are found to have better
understanding in both prose and poetry than that of their female
counterparts. The scores of male and female students in prose are
634.83% and 58.25% and their scores in poetry are 55.33% and
51.50% respectively.

. The students of PKSS are found to have better understanding in
prose than in poetry. The scores of male and female students in
prose and poetry are 59.63% and 56.63% respectively.

. Among the six schools, the students of MHSS are found to have
the highest overal understanding in both prose and poetry. The
students obtained 73.38% and 66.38% marks in prose and poetry
respectively. And the students of VSS have the lowest
understanding in both prose and poetry.
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10.The OU of the students of NHSS in prose is higher than in poetry.
Their scores in prose and poetry are 58.75% and 47.75%
respectively.

11.The OU of the students of ABSS in prose is higher than that of
poetry. The scores of the students in prose and poetry are 66.25%
and 55.88% respectively.

12.The OU of the students of ASS in poetry is found dlightly better
than that of their OU in prose. The scores in poetry and prose are
65.63% and 65.13% respectively.

13.The OU of the students of VSS in prose is better than in poetry.
The scores in pose and poetry are 58.25% and 45.25% respectively.

14.The OU of the students of MHSS in prose is found higher than that
of poetry. The scores in prose and poetry are 73.38% and 66.38%
respectively.

15.1n the comparison of OU between the male and female students of
PKSS the female students are found dlightly better in poetry and
vice versain prose. The percentages of male and female studentsin
prose are 61.00% and 58.25% and that of poetry are 56.25% and
57% respectively.

16.The male students of NHSS are found to have better understanding
in both prose and poetry than that of their female counterparts. The
percentages of male and female students are 64.75 and 52.75 and
that of poetry are 51.75 and 43.75 respectively.

17.The male students of ABSS are found to have better understanding
in both prose and poetry than that of their female counterparts. The
male and female students' scores in prose are 68.75 and 63.75 and
In poetry are 58% and 53.75% respectively.

18.The female students of Ass are found to have better understanding
in both prose and poetry. The male and female students' scores in
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prose are 60.00% and 70.25% and in poetry are 59.25% and 72%
respectively.
19.The male students of VSS have better understanding in both prose
and poetry in comparison to their female counterparts. Their scores
In prose are 61% and 55.50% and in poetry are 52% and 38.50%
respectively.
20.The male students of MHSS have better understanding in prose
than their female counterparts but vice versa in poetry. The male
and female students' scores in prose are 74.50% and 72% and in
poetry are 66.25% and 66.50% respectively.
21.The students are found to score the highest marks in T/F items both
in prose and poetry i.e. 78.02 and 72.19% respectively. But the
lowest scores in M/l in prose and S/A question in poetry (i.e.
44.58% and 40.31%) respectively.
4.2 Recommendations
This study was carried out to find out the overall understanding of
the students of different public schools of Kathmandu and Chitwan in
prose and poetry and to compare their results on the basis of text, sex,
school and district. The prime concern of the study was to suggest some
pedagogical implications too. It is found from the anaysis that there is
great difference among the students in the understanding of prose and
poetry. Most of the students have obtained the scores below the mean
value too. So, on the basis of the above findings, the researcher makes the
following recommendations:
1. The overal understanding of the students in poetry is found lower
In comparison to prose. So due priority should be given while
teaching poetry. The teacher should be made update with the new
innovation of approaches, methods and techniques in second
language teaching and learning especially in poetry teaching in our
context.
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. The understanding level of the female students, as a whole, is
poorer than that of male students. So, specia attention should be
paid to the female students while teaching. They should be
provided with the adequate exposure and their participation in
classroom activities should be maximized.

. The understanding level of the students of Chitwan is found lower
compared to the students of Kathmandu. This shows that the
students of Chitwan are deprived of getting benefit of sound
English environment in comparison to Kathmandu. So, they should
be provided with the sound learning environment to increase their
understanding of any text.

. In the context of Nepal, the students who are studying outside
Kathmandu are deprived of using rich library and sufficient
supplementary materials which are, undoubtedly, at the root of
developing understanding power and getting mastery of any
discipline. So, the government should set up such rich library for
the students.

. The students should be encouraged to read more books other than
their textbooks and to use dictionary frequently. So, asto increase
the vocabulary power which ultimately accelerate their
understanding power.

. English teachers are to be trained by the subject experts and
specidists in the field of second language teaching. Teachers
should be prepared in such a way that they could arouse curiosity
and interest in the learners.

. According to the research, the students were found poorer in poetry
In comparison to prose. So, further researches should be carried out
to investigate the causes behind this fact.

. Similarly, female students in comparison to their male counterparts
are found to have less OU in both prose and poetry. Further study
has to be made to find out the causes behind the fact.
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