N3Idd1IHO 1334 1S 40 AdN LS OINWONOJ3-0O100S

IPaqnS efewe

800¢ ‘¥¢ JequedeQ

SOCIO-ECONOMIC STUDY OF STREET CHILDREN
(A CASE STUDY OF RATNA PARK AREA, KATHMANDU)

A Thesis
Submitted in Partial Fulfillment of The
Requirements
For the Award of the Degree of Master of Arts
in Rural Development

Submitted by
Kamala Subedi
Roll No. 2726/065
Reg. No. 6-1-3-316-98

Central Department of Rural Development
Faculty of Humanities & Social Sciences
Tribhuvan University
Kathmandu, Nepal

December 24, 2008



RECOMMENDATION LETTER

This thesis entitted SOCIO-ECONOMIC STUDY OF STREET CHILDREN; A
CASE STUDY OF RATNA PARK AREA, KATHMANDU has been prepared by
Kamala Subedi under myself supervision. | hereby recommend the thesis for examination

by thesis as a partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Arts
specia in Rura Development.

Umakant Silwal
Thesis Supervisor



LETTER OF APPROVAL

This is to certify that the thesis work entitted SOCIO-ECONOMIC STUDY OF
STREET CHILDREN; A CASE STUDY OF RATNA PARK AREA,
KATHMANDU written and submitted by Kamala Subedi, has been examined. It has
been declared successful for fulfillment of the academic requirements towards the

completion of Masters Degree of Artsin Rural Devel opment.

Expert Committee

Pro. Dr. Pradeep Kumar Khadka

Head of the Department

Dr. Umakanta Silwal

Supervisor

External Examiner



Acknowledgements

First of al, | would like to express my sincere gratitude to Dr. Umakanta Silwal,
The Associated Professor, Central Department of Rural Development, Tribhuvan
University, Kirtipur, Kathmandu, Nepal, for his continuous guidance, invaluable
suggestions and constant intellectual inspiration for this thesis preparation in spite of his

busy schedule. | am deeply indebted to him for his inspiration and sincere guidance.

| am also grateful to Prof. Dr. Pradeep Kumar Khadka, The Head of the
Department of CDRD, for providing me an excellent theoretical knowledge, which |
consider as a good opportunity of undertaking the study. | am also thankful to all the
staffs and seniors of the Department for their cooperation, feedbacks, valuable
guidance. Probably this thesis work would not have taken this shape in a short time
without their valuable support.

It would be in justice not to extend sincere and special thanks and to my lovely
brother-in-laws Mr. Yuvarg and Mr. Prem Sagar Baskota, living in USA for their
valuable suggestions and technical support. | wish to express heartfelt thanks to my
spouse Mr. Leelanath Baskota for inspiring and helping me in collecting severd
materials with appreciable information and suggesting me to chose the title of the

thesis and for his moral support to complete this study.

Finaly, the importantly sense of respect as huge contribution goes to my
respectable parents Mr. Bholanath & Mrs. Himkala Subedi, residing at Amardaha-4,
Morang for their regular affection, a constant resource of encouragement and moral
support as help in every step of my achieving higher educational life up to this level
and some relatives Hari da, Bimaa di, Rgendra da, Shankar, Rudra babu, Tika babu,
Bharati, Ramesh, Punnu Babu, Kapana, Tulasa, Reeta, Jnuma, Divya etc and some
friends Lata, Maiya, Suja, Sushila, Manish, Narbada, Madhu, Radha etc, who aways
inspired me to study Rural Development and had been provided their co-operation in
my regular study.

At least, it is the matter of fact that with out whose cooperation this
researchable thesis work would not have been possible to complete the thesis in this
shape. Therefore, | am greatly obliged to those, who helped as well their contributed
me especialy at the period of Study focused using by their directly and indirectly
knowledge pulse.



Dated: 18 of December 2008 Kamala Subedi
ABSTRACT

The present study entitled Socio-economic Study of Street Children is intended
to find out the major problems of street children and their wages of solution of
Kathmandu. The study was conducted within the specially limited area of Ratna Park
and its surrounding areas of Kathmandu. The study was undertaken with the following
problems: The children of the street are also growing day by day with the increase with
their problems. The most important problems of street are scarcity and lack of security,
education, food, shelter etc. They are exposed to dangerous chemical in the garbage
terms and suffered from cronies illness and infected wounds. The worst from of
problems of the street children in our society for it treats the street children differently
and people looks by the eye of heat and called them as" KHATE" .

In the period of research study, thereisfinding such objectives, as given: to analyze the
socio-economic status of street children in the study area, to identify the major
problems of the street children, to examine in the cause to increase in numbers of street

children, to analyze the I nstitutional policies and programs on child labor.

I nterview questionnaire methods and case study methods are used to find out reality of
street children on such as their base. The major findings of the study are: majority of
street were illiterate, No more than 6 percent could cross the primary level, about 72
percent were from the age group of 9 to 16. The dominant cause to be illiterate was
poverty. Most of street children were engaged in rack-picking, which was 34.28 percent
of total respondents. Remaining 28.57 percent were engaged in begging. In case of
girls, they were mainly found in domestic work. Most of the street children were
passing their aimlessness lives. They didn't know what will be in future! However the
rights of child shouldn't undermine by the powerful and responsible authority. Each of
them must be dedicated for the control and removal of street children and their
burning problems.

On the basis of various related literature and direct field survey with street children
what it can conclude that the children in the street have gradual deteriorating socio-
physical conditions with numbers of hurdles due to which they are passing aimless and

minimize the number is by increasing social awareness.
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