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Abstract

This thesis explores the subordination of the working class in Anna Sewell’s Black
Beauty. Sewell vividly concretizes the ongoing dialectics of the society ruled by the capitalist
ideology and while doing so she presents the then English society or the nineteenth century
Victorian society. The protagonist of the novel, horse named Black Beauty, brought up from
infancy to habits of docility and obedience, represents the ideal Victorian servant. The horse’s
story can be taken as an allegory for human life. Black Beauty resembles human life where the
life and thoughts of the hard working horse is the story of almost every workers in the society
ruled by the capitalist ideology. Thus, taking the horse’s story as an allegory for human life and
through the minute study of the primary text, with reference to Gramsci and Althusser’s notions
of hegemony and ideology, the researcher concludes that Anna Sewell’s Black Beauty depicts the

prevalent domination and hegemonization of capitalism over working class.
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