
SYNTACTIC ANALYSIS OF POLITICAL SPEECHES

A Thesis Submitted to the Department of English Education

In Partial Fulfilment for the Masters of Education in English

Submitted by

Dhruba Baral

Faculty of Education

Prithvi Narayan Campus, Pokhara

Tribhuvan University, Kritipur

Kathmandu, Nepal

2010



SYNTACTIC ANALYSIS OF POLITICAL SPEECHES

A Thesis Submitted to the Department of English Education

In Partial Fulfilment for the Masters of Education in English

Submitted by

Dhruba Baral

Faculty of Education

Prithvi Narayan Campus, Pokhara

Tribhuvan University, Kritipur

Kathmandu, Nepal

2010

T. U. Reg. No: 9367-93 Date of Approval of the Thesis

Second Year Examination Proposal: Dec. 26, 2010

Roll No.: 480479/2066 Date of Submission: June 2, 2011



DECLARATION

I, hereby, declare that to the best of my knowledge, this thesis is original; no

part of it was earlier submitted for the candidature of research degree to any

university.

Date: Thursday, June 02, 2011 …………………………

Dhruba Baral



RECOMMENDATION FOR ACCEPTANCE

This is to certify that Mr. Dhruba Baral has prepared the thesis entitled

‘Syntactic Analysis of Political Speeches’ under my guidance and

supervision.

I recommend the thesis for acceptance.

Date: Thursday, June 02, 2011 ……………………………...

Mr. Amirman Shrestha

Reader

Department of EnglishEducation

Faculty of Education

Prithvi Narayan Campus

Pokhara, Nepal



RECOMMENDATION FOR EVALUATION

This thesis has been recommended for evaluation by the following ‘Research

Guidance Committee’.

Signature

Mr. Amir Man Shrestha (Guide) ……………………………

Reader

Department of English Education

Prithvi Narayan Campus, Pokhara

Mr. Yam Bahadur Kshetri ……………………………

Reader

Department of English Education

Prithvi Narayan Campus, Pokhara

Mr. Amir Man Shrestha ……………………………

Reader and Head

Department of English Education

Prithvi Narayan Campus, Pokhara

Date: Thursday, June 02, 2011



EVALUATIN AND APPROVAL

Signature

Mr. Amirman Shrestha ……………………………

Head

Department of English Education,

Prithvi Narayan Campus, Pokhara

Govinda Raj Bhattarai (PhD) ……………………………

Professor

Faculty of Education,

University Campus, Kritipur,

Kathmandu,

Nepal

Mr. Amir Man Shrestha (Guide) ……………………………

Reader

Department of English Education,

Prithvi Narayan Campus, Pokhara

Date: Thursday, June 02, 2011



DEDICATION

Dedicated to

MMyy mmootthheerr



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Completion of this thesis was not my solo enterprise. I required and obtained

genuine suggestions, guidelines and cooperation from all those whom I trusted

and those who trusted me. My individual knowledge and capabilities would be

insufficient in lack of their genuine directions and guidelines. I owe a debt of

gratitude to all of them.

First of all, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to Mr. Amirman

Shrestha, my thesis guide and Head, Department of English Education, Prithvi

Narayan Campus, Pokhara, for his persistent supervision, otherwise this work

would remain a bizarre one. His suggestions and theoretical backings are keys

to its successful ending. I would be ever obliged to him for his clear guidelines.

My words of gratitude are equally deliverable to my teachers Mr. Tirtha Raj

Aryal, Mr. Yam Bahadur Paudel Kshetry, Mr. Bishnuhari Timilsina, Mr.

Nabaraj Neupane, Mr. Himlal Acharya, Mr. Pitri Raj Banstola, Mr.

Yubaraj Dawadi, Mr. Pitambar Gautam, Mr. Ramesh Baral, Mr.

Pitambar Paudel, Mr. Duk Prasad Paudel, Mr. Bhumi Raj Pandit and

other members of the department, who contributed to strengthening my

theoretical insight through classroom teaching and casual counseling.

Likewise, very special thanks go to my friend Mr. Narayan Prasad Sapkota,

who, in true sense, is an integral part of this thesis. I owe much to him.

I would also like to extend my sincere thanks to Radio Gandaki 90.2 Mega

Hertz and Gandaki Telivison families who provided me with the necessary

recordings of political speeches on demand.

I am equally obliged to my mother Madhu Maya who always remained by my

side loving and inspiring me, and withstanding all the difficulties of life that

one could ever imagine. These words, I hope, could be a special tribute to her



endurance. One of the most influential ingredients of this thesis is my spouse

Parbati, who never remained emotionally distant during the course of this

mission. I owe much to her for this happy ending. Thanks are due to my sister

Ambika and brother-in-law Purushottam for their inspiring comments and

tolerance of my absence with them in course of writing this thesis. I would also

like to remember my daughter Manushi, and nephew Arpan for remaining

without mischief and noise during this course.

Date: Thursday, June 02, 2011 Dhruba Baral



ABSTRACT

The present study ‘Syntactic Analysis of Political Speeches’ was carried out to

find out the major syntactic features of the native English and the native Nepali

political leaders’ extempore speeches. It is a qualitative research as it explains the

problem to be analyzed. Prerecorded audio clips of Nepali and English political

speech were the main tools of analysis. The data comprised of thirty judgmentally

selected audio clips of political speech (fifteen Nepali and fifteen English).

Analysis of the data revealed that the Nepali political speeches included a

maximum number of complex sentences whereas the English political speeches

included more compound sentences than any other types. Similarly, the Nepali

political speeches consisted of a number of informal expressions whereas the

English speeches were far less informal in degree. The Nepali speeches were

found informal in that they contained grammatically ill-formed sentences, clichés,

pauses, dialectal vocabulary, switched codes and frequent use of deictic

expressions. The other feature of study was grammaticality of sentences. The

study revealed that the Nepali political speeches consisted of significantly large

number of grammatically awkward sentences.

This thesis consists of four chapters. The first chapter presents a detailed

theoretical background, introduction of the area of study, review of the related

literature, objectives of the study and the significance of the study. The second

chapter includes the sources of data, population of the study, sample population,

sampling procedure, research tools, process of data collection, and the limitations

of the study. Similarly, the third chapter deals with the analysis and interpretation

of the data using qualitative method under three headings. Summary of the

findings of the research and recommendations including the pedagogical

implications are presented in the fourth chapter. The reference section consists of

the list of books, journals, former researches and the websites cited. The

enveloped CD appended at the backside cover page consists of the audio text of

the speeches and the full text of the present research work.
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