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ABSTRACT

This research entitled 'Content Validity of Test Papers: A Case of SLA' was

carried out to measure the content validity of question papers of Second

Language Acquisition at M.Ed. first year. For this purpose, the researcher used

question papers of SLA administered in T.U. in the annual examination from

2066 to 2068 B.S. at M.Ed. first year as the secondary sources of data. He

analyzed the question papers in terms of content coverage. The major finding

of the study was that the SLA test papers during the period of three years had

low content validity in terms of content coverage.

This study consists of four chapters. The first chapter deals with general

background, review of the related literature, objectives and significance of the

study. Similarly, the second chapter deals with methodology adopted during the

period of research study which consists of the sources of data, process of data

collection and limitations of the study. Likewise, the third chapter includes the

analysis and interpretation of data. Finally, the fourth chapter deals with

findings, recommendations and pedagogical implications of the study. In the

final section of the study references and appendices are included.



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Page

Declaration i

Recommendation for Acceptance ii

Recommendation for Evaluation iii

Evaluation and Approval iv

Dedication v

Acknowledgements vi

Abstract vii

Table of Contents viii

List of Tables and Figures xi

List of Symbols and Abbreviations xii

CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION 1-22

1.1 General Background 1

1.1.1 English Language Teaching in Nepal 2

1.1.2 Major English at M.Ed. Level 3

1.1.2.1 Introduction 3

1.1.2.2 Course Structure 4

1.1.2.3 The Introduction of Second Language Acquisition 6

1.1.3 Teaching and Testing 7

1.1.4 Significance of Testing 8

1.1.5 Qualities of a Test 10

1.1.5.1 Validity 10

1.1.5.2 Reliability 11

1.1.5.3 Practicality 11

1.1.6 Validity 12



1.1.6.1 Face Validity 13

1.1.6.2 Criterion-related Validity 13

1.1.6.3 Construct Validity 15

1.1.6.4 Content Validity 16

1.1.7 Guidelines for Establishing Content Validity 17

1.2 Review of Related Literature 18

1.3 Objectives of the Study 21

1.4 Significance of the Study 21

CHAPTER TWO: METHODOLOGY 23-24

2.1 Sources of Data 23

2.1.1 Primary Sources of Data 23

2.1.2 Secondary Sources of Data 23

2.2 Sampling Procedure 23

2.3 Tools for Data Collection 24

2.4 Process of Data Collection 24

2.5 Limitations of the Study 24

CHAPTER THREE: ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION 25-39

3.1 Analysis and Interpretation of Content Coverage 25

3.1.1 Analysis of Content Coverage of SLA 26

3.1.1.1 Coverage of Contents in Unit One 29

3.1.1.2 Coverage of Contents in Unit Two 31

3.1.1.3 Coverage of Contents in Unit Three 33

3.1.1.4 Coverage of Contents in Unit Four 34

3.1.1.5 Coverage of Contents in Unit Five 36

3.1.2 Repeated Test Items 37



3.1.3 Examining Content validity of the Test Papers on the Whole

In Terms  of Content Coverage 38

CHAPTER FOUR: FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 40-43

4.1 Findings 40

4.1.1 General Findings 40

4.1.2 Unit Specific Findings 40

4.2 Recommendations 42

REFERENCES

APPENDICES



LIST OF TABLES AND FIGURES

TABLES: Page

Table No. 1.1: Specialization of course in M.Ed. 4

Table No. 3.1: Coverage of question contents in terms of course contents 26

Table No. 3.2: Examining content validity of the test papers

on the whole in terms of content coverage 38

FIGURES:

Figure No. 3.1: Coverage of contents in unit-one 31

Figure No. 3.2: Coverage of contents in unit-two 32

Figure No. 3.3: Coverage of contents in unit-three 34

Figure No. 3.4: Coverage of contents in unit-four 35

Figure No. 3.5: Coverage of contents in unit-five 37

Figure No. 3.6: Coverage of contents on the whole 39



LIST OF SYMBOLS AND ABBREVIATIONS

B.S. : Bikram Sambat

B.Ed. : Bachelor of Education

Ed. : Education

ELT : English Language Teaching

Eng. : English

et  al. : And other people

etc. : Etcetera

FOE : Faculty of Education

i.e. : That is

M.Ed. : Master of Education

No. : Number

O : Objective Question

P. : Page

PP. : Pages

SL : Subjective Long Question

SLA : Second Language Acquisition

S.N. : Serial Number

SS : Subjective Short Question

T.U. : Tribhuvan University

Viz. : Namely

vs. : Versus

% : Percentage


