
Tribhuvan University

Disclosing the Hidden Discourse of Cannibalism in Soyinka’s Madmen

and Specialists

A Thesis Submitted to Central Department of English

in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirement for the Degree of

Master of Arts in English

By

Pranima Jha

Central Department of English

Kirtipur, Kathmandu

November, 2008

D
is

cl
os

in
g 

th
e 

H
id

de
n 

D
is

co
ur

se
 o

f C
an

ni
ba

lis
m

 in
 S

oy
in

ka
’s

M
ad

m
en

 a
nd

 S
pe

ci
al

is
ts

-P
ra

ni
m

a 
Jh

a,
 2

00
8



ii

Tribhuvan University

Faculties of Humanities and Social Sciences

This thesis titled "Disclosing the Hidden Discourse of Cannibalism in

Soyinka’s Madmen and Specialists" submitted to the Central Department of English,

Tribhuvan University, by Pranima Jha, has been approved by the undersigned

members of the Research Committee.

Members of the Research Committee

Internal Examiner

External Examiner

Head
Central Department of English

Date: ___________________



iii

Abstract

Soyinka’s Madmen and Speacialists as an exposure of how the native people

are misrepresented by the westernernized people. Soyinka provides the platform for

resisting the colonizer’s discourse. Symptomatic reading discloses how the

westernized characters express the colonial mentality that shows the western people

are superior to the natives. The colonial discourses encourage the westernized people

to colonize the native people whether in the cultural or political form. The stereotypes

constructed by West about East are the main focus of this study. Symptomatic reading

criticizes the picture of native people as the other and westerners’ imposition of power

and ideology. A westernized people always regard native people as violent and

irrational and he wants to create peace, order and prosperity from the western

perspectives. The westerners establish the concept to control the native people;

therefore, symptomatic reading expreses such exploitation of natives.
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