Tribhuvan University

Feminist Encounter with High Victorianism:

Exposing the Nexus between M asculinity and Colonialism

A Thesis Submitted to
The Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Tribhuvan Univer sity
in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirementsfor

the Degree of Master of Artsin English

By

Ramesh Sharma

Central Department of English
Kirtipur, Kathmandu

June, 2007



Tribhuvan University
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences
The undersigned members of the Research committee have approved
this thesis entitled "Feminist Encounter with High Victorianism:
Exposing the Nexus between Masculinity and Colonialism,” submitted to the

Central Department of English, Tribhuvan University, by Ramesh Sharma.

Members of the Research Committee:

____________________________ Internal Examiner

____________________________ External Examiner

---------------------------- Head

........................... Central Department of English

Date



Acknowledgements

The credit for the preparation of this thesis goes to my respected
research supervisor Dr. Beerendra Pandey for hisinvaluable scholarly
supervision, constructive comments and suggestions that helped me to give
the shape of thesisin its present form.

Moreover | would also like to express my sincere gratitude to Dr.
Krishna Chandra Sharma, the Head of the Central Department of English for
granting me permission to conduct this research, subject of my interest. At the
sametime | am highly indebted to my respected teachers Prof. Dr. Abhi
Subedi, Dr. Shiva Rijal, Dr. Sanjeev Upreti, Dr. Arun Gupto, Mr. Puspa
Acharya Mr. Sadan Adhikari, Mr. Pam Gurung for providing me the
guidelines and invaluable suggestions. Without their suggestions and
instructions, the thesis would not have been completed. With due respect, |
would like to express my gratitude towards my parents specially my mother
and my uncle M.P. Sharmafor their continuous support and encouragement in
my academic career. | express my special thanksto my friend Hem Lal
Pandey who always kept me encouraged about my work, criticized the
superfluities and appreciated its strength.

Lastly, I'm grateful to my friends Sumi Manandhar, Suman Shrestha,
Lata Shrestha, Lila Dawadi, and Kirshnafor their help and inspiration. Thanks
also goesto Mr. Rajiv Maharjan and Mr. Bishow Maharjan, Friend's
Computer Service for computer typing, formatting and printing out the
materials.

Ramesh Sharma

June 2007



Abstract

The text of feminist theory and those of post-colonial concurs on many
aspects of the theory of identity of difference and of the interpellation of the
subject by a dominant discourse. The experience of women in patriarchy and
those of colonized subjects can be paralleled in a number of respects such as
representation, identity, gender, economic and so on. Feminism, like post-
colonialism, has often been concerned with the ways and extent to which
representation and language are crucial to identity formation and to the
construction of subjectivity. However, both feminists and colonized people, like
other subordinate groups, have also used appropriation to subvert and adopt
dominant language and signifying practices. Jane Eyre has been read from the
perspective of the colonized group which aims to bring into light the hidden
colonial history that permeates nineteenth century European literary texts.
Rochester in the novel enacts the role of omnipotent western patriarchy who
presents himself as the colonizer. And Bertha, that of the native Other suffers
from cultural deracination. Bertha's imprisonment might signify Britain's attempt
to control and contain the influence of these subject cultures by metaphorically
locking her in the attic. And Jane the Anglo- European women constitute the

socia outsidersin the novel and have been marginalized.
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