
Tribhuvan University

Evacuation of Trauma in Wiesel's Night

A Thesis Submitted to the Central Department of English, T.U.

in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the Degree of Master of Arts in English

By

Basu Dev Subedi

Central Department of English

Kirtipur, Kathmandu

July 2013



Tribhuvan University

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

Central Department of English

Recommendation Letter

This is to certify that Mr. Basu Dev Subedi has completed the thesis entitled

Evacuation of Trauma in Wiesel's Night. He carried out this research work from

March 2011 to July 2013.

Supervisor

Shankar Subedi

Date:........................................



Tribhuvan University

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

Central Department of English

Letter of Approval

This thesis entitled "Evacuation of Trauma in Wiesel's Night" submitted to the

Central Department of English, Tribhuvan University by Basu Dev Subedi has been

approved by the undersigned members of the Research Committee.

Members of the Research Committee

____________________ ____________________

Internal Examiner

____________________ ____________________

External Examiner

____________________ ____________________

Head

Central Department of English

Date:  ...................................



Acknowledgements

This thesis is dedicated to my parents Uma Nath Subedi and Chandra Kumari

Subedi who dreamt of their son's success in getting his master's degree in English

though they remained untouched from the formal education and helped me breaking

all stones in front of me.

I am equally indebted to my respected teachers and thesis supervisor Mr.

Shankar Subedi. The successful completion of this thesis would never be possible

without the scholarly guidance, inspiration and constant encouragement of him, I

express my sincere gratitude to him for such kind of cooperation and help in each step

of this project.

Likewise, I express my deep sense of respect to Prof. Dr. Amma  Raj Joshi,

Head of the Central Department of English, for granting me a chance to carry out this

research work, and his persistent encouragement for me with the  genuine  ideas,

suggestions and materials. Equally, I am thankful to all my respected lecturers of the

Central Department of English, TU for their kind cooperation in course of preparing

this thesis.

I heartily remember my loving friends Mr. Debaraj Katuwal and Mr. Janak

Kumar Katuwal who have assisted me directly and indirectly in searching materials

and encouraging me to accomplish my task easily. I'm equally grateful to my

colleagues and peers for their valuable assistance.

July 2013 Basu Dev Subedi



Abstract

This auto-biographical account of Elie Wiesel, Night, published in 1958 (and

this translated edition 2006) was just after The Second World War and the Holocaust.

The Second World War and the Holocaust caused innumerable deaths with terror. So,

postwar writings were mainly affected by the warfare and its destruction which

caused trauma in the authors. This also affected Elie Wiesel who himself was the

Holocaust survivor. So, his writings were mainly about the experience of the

concentration camp during the Holocaust. Those experiences of inhuman torture and

the deaths of others in his eyes caused trauma in him during and after his revelation

from the concentration camps and Night is highly affected with it. In Night, the author

has tried to act out the trauma of the Holocaust which he faced after the sufferings in

the concentration camps. Night is the evacuation of trauma of the author. In dealing

with the trauma, 'acting out' and 'working through' both forms are implied. Acting out

of trauma is a tendency to relive the past that intrude the present existence as in

flashback; or in nightmare; or in words that are compulsively repeated, to exist in the

present as if the victims were still fully in the past, with no distance from it. So 'acting

out' is more retrospective whereas 'working through' is more curative that suggests or

sees some positive ways under the dark part trying to justify oneself being a quality of

betterment and just in comparison to the evil factors. Wiesel seems to act out trauma

in the beginning phase but later he works through the trauma that the Holocaust was a

great black spot in human history. The German rulers who ran the Holocaust are

inhuman beings.
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