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ABSTRACT

Nepal is known as one of the poorest country. More than 30% of people are below the
poverty line. For eradication of poverty different kinds of programme have been
implemented. Before knowing the definition of development it isimportant to know the history
of development. The history of planned development in Nepal goes back to 1950s. Tribhuvan
Gram Bikash was established for this purpose in 1952. The concept of community
development slowly emerged in our society. It means as socially a village self help
programme, in which people themselves, through their own village leaders, organizations
and ingtitutions are to have the opportunity of working together to improve all aspects of
village life. The central and the state government are only to assist the progress.

Poverty is a multi-dimensional and complex problem. The causes of poverty by analyzing
different aspects of income and human poverty are not only economic but also social and
technological backwardness too. One of the main causes of poverty is low economic growth
rate. The stock taking of economic achievement of last three decades shows a lower economic
growth rate of approximately 4 percent while annual population growth rate was about 2.5
percent. The per capita income growth rate at a very low level could not contribute to
mitigate poverty significantly.

The economic growth rate in Nepal is not only very low but its annual variation is also very
high. The main reason behind such variation of high degree has been the dependence on
agriculture. Sill agriculture in Nepal depends on monsoon. Though agriculture productivity
hasincreased, it isincreasing at insignificantly low rate. The concentration of poverty is high
in rural areas where the main economic base is agriculture. Thereis significant contribution
of non agriculture sector in the growth rate of GDP, but its impact is limited to urban areas
but it has not affected the rural areas where majority of poor live.

The failure of past efforts to reorganize the situation of the lower strata of the society living
below the poverty line is well known. With this fact in view, the poverty alleviation fund
(PAF) envisages to develop and implement programmes that address the issues and problems
of the lower rung of the society, by involving the poor and the disadvantaged groups
themselves as partners in such efforts.

PAF is aimed to empower the socially excluded and disadvantaged poor households. It
provides them the avenues for changing from" dependency” to "independency' and to
"interdependent” level in relationship with traditionally dominant elite of the soci ety and thus

empower the poor to become part of the mainstream of development. PAF has followed five



principles: namely (a) Targeted to Poor (Antyodaya) (b) Social Inclusion (Samabesi) (c)
Demand Driven Approach (Maag Anusar) (d) Transparency (Paradarsita) and (e) Direct
Payment to Community Organization of Poor (Prataksha Bhuktani). PAF is ultimately
concerned with socio-economic transformation of the poor. While the short-run objective of
PAF is to improve the economic condition of poor households through the income generation
activities but in the long-term it aims for transformation of society, where poor could equally
find their due share and become full partner in the development process
This research is done in the contemporary issue related to the PAF. Impact of PAF
programme in Sukajor VDC, of Ramechhap District. In various parts of the country PAF has
been working as a close partnership for the local peoples. It is trying to develop the
disadvantage, disable, women, Janajati empowerment, income generation, social
mobilization and capacity building. This study focuses in the developmental process,
affecting factors relation to socio-cultural activities done by PAF in Sukajor VDC. The main
objectives of this study were to know the impact of PAF in local development process.
However, other specific objectives are;

» To analyze the socio-economic condition of Sukajor VDC, Ramechhap district.

> To find out the impact of PAF in study area.

» To know the socio-cultural change in study area.
On the process of study out of 706 HHs only only 65 HHs were selected with purposive
sampling. At the end of the research it was found that PAF is the main kindness of the rural
area which was seen in Sukajor VDC. PAF and its role in local development process are
going increased in the study area. The following devel opmental activities had done by PAF in
the local level. Salf dependent for Disable, women and marginalized people, Transportation
and Communication facilities, It ended the selfishness, It provided the awareness for local
poor, it has made various schools, Changed the traditional agriculture irrigation system,
Helped to establish Poultry form, and capacity development, Drinking water, Entrepreneur
Loan, Participation and social-mobilization, Livestock farming etc respectively. The study
shows that the Socio-Economic impact of PAF programmes in the study area was quite
satisfactory.
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