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Abstract 

This study examines network of the human relations which are reified in the novel The 

Cuckoo’s Calling by Robert Galbraith. John Bristow, who claims to be the brother of a 

dead super model Lula Landry, wants to reinvestigate the case that has been already 

declared as a suicide by police, hiring a detective, Cormoran Strike. The reinvestigation 

uncovers the thrilling mystery that, John is not the brother of Lula in true sense rather he 

is trying to prove his brotherhood to be the heir of the property of the dead model cum his 

sister. There are ample of evidences in the novel from which we can find the aspect of 

commodification as well as reification. The aim of the analysis is to find the indications 

of optimum materialist faith and reified human value and relations in the novel. The 

analysis is focused on the relationship of John and Lula. As the novel is of detective 

suspense genre, the detective’s discovery comes with the justification of the murder and 

main motive. The discovery indicates the monetary motive and the excessive monetary 

creed. The conduct of the detective himself is largely influenced by reification. The study 

uses Neo-Marxism as the theoretical tool. At the same time, the study incorporates the 

concept of sibling rivalry from psychoanalysis. The study finally, shows that the dead 

model is the victim of the commodification of human relations and values.  
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