TRIBHUVAN UNIVERSITY

Exploration of Colonial Legacy: A Study of Adichie's Half of a Yellow Sun

A Thesis Submitted to the Central Department of English
in the Partial Fulfillment of the Requirementsfor the

Degreeof Master of Artsin English

By

Kiran Khanal

Central Department of English
Kirtipur, Kathmandu

May 2010



Tribhuvan University
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences
Central Department of English

Kirtipur

Letter of Recommendation

Thisthesis entitled "Exploration of Colonia Legacy: A Study of Adichie's
Half of a Yellow Sun" by Kiran Khanal has been completed under my supervision. He
carried out his research from January 2010 to May 2010. | hereby recommend his

thesis to be submitted for VivaVoce.

Mr. Badri Acharya
Central Department of English
Kirtipur

Date: 28 May, 2010



Tribhuvan University
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences
Central Department of English

Kirtipur

Letter of Approval
Thisthesistitled "Exploration of Colonia Legacy: A Study of Adichie's Half
of a Yellow Sun" submitted to the Central Department of English, Tribhuvan
University by Kiran Khanal has been approved by the undersigned members of the

Research Committee.

Members of the Research Committee

External Examiner

Internal Examiner

Head of the Department

Date: ......covvvvnnnet.



Acknowledgements

First of all, I am highly indebted to my honourable teacher, the supervisor of
this research work Mr. Badri Prasad Acharyafor his precious suggestions, effective
guidance, tireless support and heart felt encouragement at every step to complete my
thesis.

| extend my hearty gratitude to Prof. Dr. Krishna Chandra Sharma, head,
Central Department of English, T.U., Kirtipur Kathmandu for his allied inspiration
and worthy advices.

In the same way, | acknowledge my sincere thanks to Dr. Sanjeev Upreti,
Central department of English T.U. for his noteworthy suggestions. Similarly | offer
my special thanksto my other teachers Dr. Amma Rgj Joshi, Dr. Beerendra Pandey,
Dr. ShivaRija , Mr.Ghanshyam Bhandari, Mr. Puspa Acharya, Mr. Harihar
Gyanwali, Mr. Sadan Raj Adhikari, Mr. Bal Bahahdur Thapa, Mr. Saroj Ghimire,
Mr. Pam Gurung, Mr. Mahesh Poudel and Mr. Suva Rg) Ranabhat including all the
staffs belonging to department of English literature.

My special thanks goesto al the library members of Central Department of
English, T.U., Kirtipur, Kathmandu.

| would like to thank my friends Mr. Ajay Sharma, Mr. Paras Madhubari, Mr.
Damodar Bhusal and others who encouraged me during thesis preparation.

Finaly, | owe my deepest gratitude to my parents for their help, support and
inspiration.

Kiran Khanal

May 2010



Abstract

The novel Half of a Yellow Sun centers at the issue of Civil War in Nigeria
during the historical context of the 1960s. The violence occurs between two ethnic
groups, Hausa and Igbo due to the interference of colonia legacy. That makes the
explicit linkage between the colonialism and the politicization that caused annihilation
in Biafra. The legacy of colonialism isnot only efficient in the form of divide-and-
rule policy of whites but it is embedded within the characters, everyday lives. The
result out of colonial legacy in post-independent Nigeria reinforces the Biafrans to
form ‘anew nation' through the conception of Eurocentric belief, i.e. nationalism.
Finally, the Western neocolonia power has become successful to govern the mindset
and body of characters and their sense of nationhood has become no more than
paradox. The support Nigeria gets from Britain, Russiaand Egypt points out their
neocolonial interest in alien world. Thus, this research tries to prove that whether it is
the cause of war or the daily lives of people in Nigeria even after the era of
decolonization are undergoing colonial rule, i.e. the legacy is still working in the
name of foreign aids and support through the means of political co-ordination,

economic globalization and foreign academic policies.
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