CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION

1.1 General Background

Language is the most unique gift that sets them apart from the rest of living
beings. However, language is a means of communication that we can’t think of
any social, academic and artistic activities going on without language. So,
there isthe need of alanguage to share ideas, feelings, emotions and thought.
Hornby (2000, p.721) defines language as, " The use by humans of a system of
sounds and words to communicate. Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary
(7th edition,2005, p.862) defines language as, “The use by human of a system
of sounds and symbols.”

English isan International Language. It isan obligation to learn as aforeign or
second language in context of many countries like Nepal. In Neplese context,
English has been prescribed as a compulsory subject from pre-primary level to
bachelor’s degree as a foreign language. Either in spoken or written people of
different ethnic groups can communicate in English with each other. Speaking
English helpsto establish good relationship among the different communities,
nations and the world as a whole. From this point of view, the English
language is taken seriously in teaching learning activities in Nepal, however, it
Isout of our cultural or linguistics background. In English learning as aforeign
language, there appear some errors because the word structure and sentence
structure is different, for example, there is no/st/ and /sk/ clusters word initial
in Nepali but in Englishit isfound everywhere in the words. There are three
morphs to denote plurality in English, such as, [s,z, 1z,] but in Nepali thereis
only one morph to denote plurality, such as,[haru].

English language has its three levels, such as, Phonology, Grammar and
Semantics. The Morphological, Syntactic and Semantic sub levels are within the
single level grammar. Katamba (1993, p.235) states the four linguistic levels as,
Phonology, Morphology, Syntactic and Semantic hierarchically. Phonology
studies how speech sounds are structured in a particular language. It describes the
contrastive relationship of the phonemes and their distribution. Each language has



its own sound system. Therefore, the proper function of alanguage should be
observed.

Syntactic level studies the sentence and its structure. How the sentences are made
up of words and other units of alanguage. There are some rules to form a sentence
in meaningful way. To give the meaning, a sentence should be organized by the
rules.

Semantic level of alanguage is the study of meaning. It deals with the meanings of
linguistic forms. It describes the relation among the words of alanguage as well.
Morphology studies the entire structure of aword i.e. how aword changes its
form, structure, function and pronunciation. For example, the terms "Take",
"Took", "Taken", "Takes", "Taking" differ in form, structure, function and
pronunciation from one ancther. Thus, it is one of the most significant levelsto
study language and its function.

In the context of Nepal ese students, there remains the impact of overgeneralization
in pronunciation and structure. Their background knowledge hindersin
pronunciation that |eads to the misunderstandings, negative transfer and response
In communication, such as, they pronounce the word 'choir’ as, [tfwaer] instead of
[kwara(r)], ‘'mechanic’ as [metfnis] instead of [mikaanik]. There might be lots of
gaps in communication in general. Therefore, teaching pronunciation is essential
part to make the language meaningful and better.

Thereis categorization in English plural morphemes and past morphemes that
uniquely bear the different pronunciation in affixation, such as, plural morphemes
-'gles’ is pronounced differently as [s,z, 1z] and past morphemes -'ed is pronounced
differently as[t,d,id]. Therefore, the teacher should make the learner able
pronounce in proper way that standard English pronunciation accepts. Nepalese
students commit errors in pronunciation of affixes because of overgeneralization
and hypercorrection, for example, they pronounce "Ghost" as [ghost] instead of
[goust], "Thanked" as [©aakd] instead of [©amkt], "Girls" as[gals] instead of
[g3:1z] etc. They compare background knowledge with the learning English
language with the help of some underlined rules, such as, they always pronounce
plural morpheme [s] and past morpheme [d]. Therefore, it should be taken
serioudly to reduce these errors of secondary level students by the teacher. In some



cases, there is change of pronunciation according to the change of the form of
word, such as, 'advertise’ [aadvataiz], ‘advertisement’ [advs:tismant].

1.11ELT in Nepal

L ooking towards the history of the English language, Jung Bahadur Rana, is the
first person who established school for the first timein 1910 B.S. Later, another
Rana Prime Minister, Bir Samser opened the door of Durbar High School for the
public. When NESP was implemented in 2028 B.S., English was prescribed from
primary level to higher level as a core subject.

Nepal isamultilingual country where different people of different languages,
castes and cultures have been settled down. Nepali isour national language but a
few people have their own dialects, such as Doteli, Bhojpuri, Maithali, Newari etc.
Therefore, they use Nepali as a second and English as the third language. A
Maithili child is brought up in the same community learns Maithili language as
mother tongue. Later, he learns Nepali and English languages at school. Therefore,
their phonetic background and mother tongue hinder in learning second language
and many barriers are seen before them. These problems may be in pronunciation,
vocabulary, grammar, etc.

Most of the students of English in Nepal are being guided by the inexperienced
teachers. Itisjust like a blind guide on atrip. In teaching and learning field,
listening and speaking skills are neglected but emphasisis given on reading and
writing skills only. In the most of the public schools of Nepal, English istaught in
Nepali medium. There is no opportunity of listening cassettes and other devices,
such as, CD, language |ab, computer, etc. related to ELT in school.

Language is a means of communication. The main function of it isto
communicate and interact with one another. To be able in this case, we need the
communicative methods for ELT. Only the experienced teachers can use this
method properly. But in case of Nepal, most of the teachers are inexperienced and
they can't use new teaching innovations, such as, Satellite method (It is ateaching
method used to manage large class. Whole class is divided in many groups and
subject matter is given to discussin group. Later, lead learner presents the
conclusion what is handed from the group discussion. In this method, teacher



plays the role as a source of knowledge), Gig- Saw method (It is also ateaching
method to manage the multi class teaching. In this method, whole classis divided
into groupsonthe basisof 1,2,34/1,2,3,4/1,2,3,4. Thisgroup is called home
group. Later, these home groups are also divided into further groupsas1,1,1,1/
2,2,2,213,3,3,3/ and 4,4,4,4. Thiseven group is called Gig-Saw Group. Then,
subject matter is given to discuss in group separately), etc. in ELT. They are using
GT method specially in remote areas of the country. Sufficient teaching materials,
such as, audio-visual materials, charts, pictures, overhead projector etc. are needed
iIf communicative method is used. In the context of Nepal, most of the teachers are
following the way of chalk and talk.

Similarly, our present educational system is not effective in the sense that
assessment is failed to provide feedback to the whole ELT programme. Test is
only atool of evaluation of students which is taken once in an academic year.
Other tools of evaluation, such as, observation and other activities like debate,
language game programme, quiz, discussion, etc. are not considered as the tools of
assessment. These tools are highly neglected in ELT assessment. Thereis no cross
checking system in evaluation, therefore, it always remains biasness of the
teachers. Another important point is that assessment of language means
assessment of four language skills (Listening, Speaking, Reading, and Writing).
But reading and writing are only emphasized in assessment system. To improve
these problems, first of all, the education policy of the nation to ELT must be
improved. The government should invest sufficient financial support and
manpower to the public schools. There must be uniformity in education system to
bring bal ance between urban and rural schools.

1.1.2 Language Aspects

Language is not supposed to be granted because there are some aspects
(Pronunciation and Spelling, Vocabulary, Grammar and Communicative Function).
These aspects play vital role in making alanguage meaningful and suitablein its
usage. According to the Stern (1983,p.170), they are described as follows:



1.1.2.1 Pronunciation and Spelling

pronunciation refers to the spoken shape of language and spelling to the written.
Pronunciation includes the pronunciation of segmental sounds (vowels and
consonants) and the supra segmental features( stress, intonation, pitch, length, etc.).

1.1.2.2 Vocabulary

Vocabulary includes word, lexis and word power. A word is ameaningful
combination of the letters to convey message. A set of vocabulary which conveys
each meaning and which can stand alone are called lexical words. Y ule (1998)
says that free morphemes fall into alexis. For example, man, house, tiger etc. They
are vital organs to manipulate the structure and convey the message. Word
meaning, word use, word formation and word grammar are the aspects of a
vocabulary that is called word power.

1.1.2.3 Grammar

Grammar refers to the structure or pattern of language, rules of language and can be
called as the frame or skeleton of language. Tense, voice, person, number etc. are
the aspects of grammar. Grammar includes the sentence grammar and word
grammar. To quote Hornby (2005, p.675) defines grammar as, "A study or science
of rulesfor forming words and combining them into sentence.”

1.1.2.4 Communicative Function

This language aspect includes the knowledge of how to use vocabulary in the
structures or how to manipulate the structures to make use of words for the sake of
communication. Language function refers to the purpose for which an utterance or
unit of language is used. They are described as the category of behaviour.
Socializing, making a query, getting things done etc. are the examples of
communicative function.



1.1.3 What is Pronunciation?

Pronunciation refersto the spoken shape of language. It includes the pronunciation
of segmental sounds, words and the supra segmental sounds/features like stress,
intonation, pitch and length. To quote Catford (1988, p.137) "It is significant to
note that pronunciation is the study of speech soundsin generdl, it is not restricted
to any particular language and languages. Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary
(7th edition, 2005, p.1209) defines pronunciation as, "The way in which a
language or a particular word or sound is pronounced" or "The way in which a
particular person pronounces the words of alanguage.”

Pronunciation is the most difficult aspect for learners of English. The main
reasons for this difficulty are lack of correlation between pronunciation and
spelling, interference of learners mother tongue and first language,
overgeneralization, etc. The spelling system does not correspond to the
pronunciation exactly. For example, the letter 'a is pronounced differently in the
words ago, cat, date, dare as[agau] ,[ked],[dert],[de1s] respectively. To the
another example, the word "future” is pronounced as [future] instead of
[fyu:tfa(r)]. Thisis because of overgeneralization of mother tongue and first
language interference.

1.1.4 Teaching of Pronunciation

Teaching pronunciation refers to the teaching of spoken shape of alanguage. It is
one of the major parts of teaching vocabulary. It is ateaching speech in general.
Speech consists the pronunciation of segmental sounds (i.e,vowel and consonant
sound) and suprasegmental features (i.e, stress, intonation, pitch, length, etc.).
(Wilkins, 1982, p.122) defines speech as," Speech istransmitted as a continuum of
sound with occasional pauses but it is perceived by the learners as succession of
individual sound. Theindividual sound that a speaker combines into continuum of
speech enormoudly varied." Therefore, pronunciation including stress should be
taught first to avoid the danger of students, falling into inaccurate speech habit or in
order to help to cure these if they have already been formed. One of the easiest
ways of doing thisis to teach the phonemic spellings of words.



Teaching pronunciation is one of the most difficult tasks to teach the graduate
learners because of their age factor. However, it can be taught by giving sufficient
exposure to them. It can be facilitated by the level of motivation the students they
have. Harmer (1991, p.318) gives three techniques of teaching pronunciation as
follows:

a. Through Modeling

The best way to teach pronunciation for the beginnersis to provide a model and get
the learners to imitate the model. The teacher should pronounce the new word and
then get the learners to listen and follow it. In this technique, teacher can use
cassettes recording of native speaker's voice or teacher's own voice ,i.e. , the
teacher can work as a model. When the teacher is modeling the word, he/she can
use gesture to indicate the main stressin aword. For example,

Teacher: A'bility
Students: A'bility
b.Through Visual Representation

pronunciation of new word can also be taught through the visual representation .In
this technique, the teacher writes up new words with on the board and indicates
where the stress is. It can be done by underlying, using a square, etc. For example,

‘photograph Pho'tographer
c. Through Phonetic Symbols

Another way to teach pronunciation of a new word is through phonetic symbols.
This technique enables the learners to record the pronunciation for future revision.
It will aso enable them to check the pronunciation of a new word in adictionary. It
ismostly used at graduate level because it may create confusion to the young
learners. Teacher can use the phonetic symbols (e.g., IPA) to show the
pronunciation of new words.

1.1.5 Testing of Pronunciation

Testing is one of the mgjor partsin instructional field. It is used to evaluate objects,
events or activities. Ingram (1974, p.136) definestest as " Test isameasuring
device which we use when want to compare an individual with other individuals
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who belong to same group.” There are different types of tests, such as, diagnostic
test, achievement test, progress test, proficiency test and so on which are differently
implemented according to their purpose. This research belongs to diagnostic test to
find out the ability of secondary level studentsin pronunciation. Ingram(ibid) offers
some ways of testing pronunciation which are as follows:

a. Reading Aloud

In this technique, teacher prepares a text to read and asks the students to read the
passage aloud individually so that he can pay attention to the individual differences
found in reading. The teacher is aert at the students performance in some key

points in the passage.
b. Situational Drill

Teacher should try to create such a situation as elicits certain utterances that we
know certain problem what we wish to test. Lado (1977, p.81) "The stimuli for
eliciting the desired utterances can be verbal, pictures or written." The teacher
may, for example, take a picture of a cow grazing on the ground and ask such
guestions as follows:

Where is the cow?
What is cow doing?
What is the colour of the grass? and so on.

Pictures can provide powerful stimuli for creating an improvised situation inside
the classroom.

c. Oral Interview

The teacher can arrange oral interview between himself and individual students.
Thisisless practicable in alarge class because it is more time consuming. It does
not help the average learners and a so difficult to mark objectively. We can't expect
that to be successful under normal situation. In this technique, teacher can ask the
guestions to get the information as he required.



d. Short Talk by Students

In this technique, the teacher can involve only high grade students who have
acquired normal mastery over spoken language. It can't be expected outside the
classroom situation. He/she can create an environment to talk. For example, teacher
makes students play the role of a doctor and a patient. then, teacher and other
students listen them and assess their utterances.

e. Group Discussion

In alarge class, the teacher can involve the students in group discussion. He should
give atopic for discussion and the students in groups exchange their ideas
informally among the colleagues. The teacher also can organize a debate asking
some talent speakersto take part in favor of or against amotion. The other students
together with the teacher listen to the participants and assess their production.

f. Role playing

The teacher can test oral production of the students by involving them in an
improvised situation. The students play the roles of teachers, students, shopkeepers,
tourists, farmers and so on. For example, two of the students may pretend to be real
doctor and patient inside the classroom.

1.1.6 Causesof Error Seen in Pronunciation

Language is primarily manifested in speech. Many languages exist without written
form. Written form is the imperfect recording of speech. The teacher should not
only start language teaching through the speech but also teach 'speech’ itself to the
students. The sound system of one language differs from that of the other.
Regarding to the English and Nepali, there is difference between Nepali [pa] and
aspirated English [p], dark [1] and clear [I] and so on. For example, Nepali [pa]
occurs everywhere in the words but [P] sound in English is aspirated word initially
as Nepali [p"]. Similarly, there areinitial consonant clusters [sK], [st] asin "screw",
"street’ in English but uncommon in Nepali. To the another example, dark [1]
occurs word final and before consonant ,such as, pool, help, etc. There are different
kinds of errors seen in English pronunciation. Intralingual error asin[s], [z] and
[1z] sounds in the the words 'cats|, 'dogs and ,'benches' is pronounced the same [s]in
case of plurality instead of [s], [z] and [1z] respectively. The errors are seen due to
the following reasons among the second language learners:
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a. Inability of Pronunciation

The second language learners commit the errors because of their wrong
pronunciation. For example, They pronounce the word 'boy’ as [bwai] instead of
[bD1], 'noise’ as [nwaiz] instead of [nD1z].

b. Interlingual Interference

| isalso called L linterferece or mother tongue interference in second language
learning. If the first language hindersin learning second language learning, it is
called interlingual Interference. It occurs when the learner tries to apply the rules of
his mother tongue to the target language. Most of the errors are caused by L1
interference, for example, a Nepali learner of English pronounces ‘school’ as
[1sku:l] instead of [sku:l] because thereisno /sk/ cluster in Nepali.

c. Intralingual Interference

If the target language itself isthe cause of error, it is called intralingua interference.
It may be caused by influence of one target language item upon another. It isalso
called analogical creation or overgeneralization. When alearner comesto the rules
of target language, he/she tries to generalize same rulesin every situation and
commits the errors. For example,

box boxes
fox foxes
0X oxen
Play played

move moved
go goed and so on.
c. Hypercorrection

When alearner once learns the correct rule and goes on learning the rules, he may
apply the later rulesin the previous situation. Init, present learning affects the past
learning. Oxford Advance Learner's Dictionary(7th edition, 2005, p.765) defines
as' It isthe use of wrong form or pronunciation of aword by somebody who is
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trying to show that they can use language correctly." For example, the use of 'I'
instead of 'me’ in the sentence 'They invited my husband and | to dinner." Other
examples are as follows:

Twenty one onty one (eleven)
Twenty five onty five (fifteen)

To the above example, when a second language learner |earns twenty one and
eleven. He compares 21 with 11. He thinks that if there is twenty one for 21 why
not be onty one for 11 and commits the error.
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1.2 Review of the Related Literature

None of the researchers have studied on the topic, "Pronunciation Ability of
Secondary Level Studentsin Rukum District but the researcher presented this
work.

Awasthi (1987), carried out aresearch on, "A Comparative Study of English and
Nepali Vowels." His study was spectrographic comparison of the English and
Nepali pure vowels. The main objective of the study wasto find out the similarities
and differences of English and Nepali vowels. It was found out that thereis no
distinction between long and short [i] and [u] in Nepali language. Another finding
was that there was found significant difference between English and Nepali [0]
sound. Similarly, it was found that Nepali [8] sound islonger than its English
counterpart. However, the study is beneficial for the second language |earners as
well as ELT teachers because the study is analyzed and interpretated practically.

Sharma (2002), studied on the topic "A study of Proficiency in English Sentence
Reading by Grade X." Thisresearch study was done to find out the reading ability
of the students in pronunciation of segmental sounds ( i.e. vowel sounds) and
suprasegmental features( i.e. stress, intonation, pitch and length). The study was
limited to the four hundred words which were related to the parts of speech. He had
found fifty two percent in English sentence reading with correct pronunciation.

Pakhrin (2008) carried out a research work on "Proficiency of S.L.C. Graduatesin
Use of Correct Pronunciation." The objective of this study was to find out
pronunciation ability of S.L.C. graduates. He has done the comparative study. His
gender wise comparison found that girls were found dlightly better than boys.
There was 30.6% of the girls and 30% of the boys. The total proficiency was found
86.6% percent in the use of correct pronunciation. In his study, S.L.C. graduates
were found to be satisfactorily proficient in the use of pronunciation.

This present study carried out on 'Pronunciation Ability of Secondary Level
Students in Rukum District' is a new attempt that is different from rest of the
others. Till now no research has yet been conducted regarding to the pronunciation
ability of parts of speech ( Noun, Pronoun, Adjective, Adverb, etc.), past
morphemes (-'ed' ) and plural morphemes (-'s'es), and -'ly', -'ing’, etc. morphemes.
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1.3 Objectives of the Study
The objectives of the study were as follows:

a.  Tofind out the pronunciation ability of the secondary level studentsin Rukum
district.

b. Toanalyze the different pronunciations related to the parts of speech (Noun,
Pronoun, Adjective, Adverb etc.), past (-'ed’) and plural morphemes (-'s/es))
and -'ly', -'ing' etc. morphemes uttered by the students.

c. Topoint out the errorsin pronunciation committed by the students.

d. Tolist the pedagogical implications of the study.

1.4 Significance of the Study

This research study will be significant to all those who are interested in the
analysis of pronunciation of secondary level students of Rukum district because
pronunciation related to the parts of speech has been studied practically. The
findings of this study will be expected to be beneficial for the education policy
makers, curriculum designers, textbook writers, etc. because pronunciation errors
have been found out and their pedagogical implications have been suggested. The
study will also be fruitful for trainersin designing pronunciation exercises because
errors due to caste and gender in pronunciation are stated. This research study will
further be significant for the students of M. Ed. students to quote review of the
related literature for the research study becauseit islimited in Rukum district
only.
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CHAPTER TWO
METHODOLOGY

This chapter deals with the methodology adopted in carrying out this study.
2.1 Sour ce of Data
In this study both primary and secondary sources were used for data collection.

2.1.1 Primary Source

The eighty students from the ninth and tenth graders and eight secondary schools of
Rukum district were the primary sources for the study.

2.1.2 Secondary Sour ces

Authentic taped cassettes with standard pronunciation, library study, O’Connor
(1992) and Oxford Advanced Learners Dictionary (7th edition,2005) were
consulted as secondary sources for the study.

2.2 The Sample Population and Sampling Procedure

The sample population for the study was eighty students from the eight secondary
schools of Rukum district. Stratified random sampling method was used in
sampling procedure. First of al, sampling area was determined and visited by the
researcher. Then, he gathered all the students and selected using stratified random
sampling method till the quota fulfilled. In this way, the researcher collected the
samples from rest schools.

2.3 Toolsfor Data Collection

For this research study, two sentence lists were prepared. In each sentence, the
words were kept to be presented from the parts of speech (Noun, Pronoun,
Adjective, Adverb, etc.), past morphemes (-'ed' ) and plural morphemes (-'s/es)
and -'ly', -'ing', etc. morphemes.The sentence lists were extracted from the
vocabularies used in the textbook of ninth and tenth grades. The vocabularies
included in the sentence lists were form the related grades. (For detail see
appendix- 3 and 4)
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Twenty sentences for the research study were selected because they were common
to rest of the other words morphologically, functionally, structurally and in some
cases in pronunciation. Therefore, it was easier to assess their ability by testing
these words included in the sentence lists.

2.4 Process of Data Collection

In the process of data collection, the researcher used eighty students from eight
schools of Rukum district. Before going to collect data, the researchers prepared
tape recorder, blank cassettes, sentence lists, etc. He took the selected students in
isolation or out of any disturbances to demonstrate the sentence lists on drawing
paper in bold type letter and introduced. Then, he made ten lotteries and asked
them to draw one by one. In the lottery, there were 1-10 numbers as the number of
sample. In this process, every individual would have pronounced a sentence
according to hig’her drawn number in hand one after another and the researcher
dubbed their pronunciation one by one.

2.5 Limitations of the Study

The study was limited to the following points:

a. The study was limited to the eighty sample size of students of secondary level
in Rukum district.

b. The study was limited to the pronunciation ability related to the parts of speech
(Noun, Pronoun, Adjective, Adverb, etc.), past morphemes (-'ed' ) and plural
morphemes (-'ges), and -'ly', -'ing', etc. morphemes.
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HAPTER THREE
ANALYSISAND INTERPRETATION

This chapter deals with analysis and interpretation of the collected data and
performance shown by graders of secondary level in Rukum district. After
collecting the data, the pronunciation uttered by students were transcribed. Item
comparison was done for marking. In the sentence lists, the items were related to
the parts of speech (Noun, Pronoun, Verb, Adjective, Adverb, preposition,
conjunction, interjection), past and plural morphemes and -'ing’, -'ly', etc.
morphemes. To interpret data , the measure of central tendency was used. To
make the data comprehensible, different tables were used in this chapter as well.

3.1 Analysis of the Pronunciation Ability Uttered by the Students

TableNo. 1

3.1.1 Shree Himalaya Higher Secondary School, K holagaun

Sentences Standard Pronunciation Correct
pronunciation uttered by the utterance
students by

students

| wishthe holidays | [ar wif @3 holideiz | [ar wis 3o holidez 4

would come soon. wud kam su:n] wod kam san]

Suddenly [sad(®8)nl1 [sadenlr 4

remembering that rimemboarin dad Si: | rrmemborin dad St

shewastelling a woz telm o sto:rt waz teln o stort

story to her young tu: h3: jan do:to] tu: ha jon datar]

daughter.
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Would you mind [wud ju: maind [wud ju: mand 6
having the next haavin o nekst haavin ds nest
dance with me? da:nswid mi:] dans wi© mi:]
I'll sue him every [ar wil su: him fo: [ar wil su: hi:m far 4
penny he has got! evri pent hi: haez evri pennt hr 1z

got] got]
Thetrain continued | [3o tremn kantmu:d | [da tren kantmu:d 4
with itsfilled wid 1ts fild wiO 1tsa fild
passengers. paesand3ars |

paesind3oz]
We arrived just as he | [wi: ararvd d3zast ez | [wi: erarvd d3ast 2
was wheeled and hi: wozwi:ldend | e hi: waz
trapped unconscious. | tragt ankonSas] wi:lded end tragpd

ankontras]

While | was [wail a1 woz shipm, | [whail ar waz 4
deeping, the search | 3o S3:tf pa:ti ararvd | Slipin, 33 Satfe
party arrived and aand tfekt] part erarvd aand
checked. tfekd]
| asked my father but | [ar a:skt mar fads(r) | [ar asked mar 10
herefused to let me | bat hi: rifju:zd tu: faders bat hi:
go on picnic. let mi: gau an rifju:zd tu: let mi:

piknik jesteader] go on piknik

jesteader]

The pandaisoneof | [ do panda iz oun ov | [G8 paandai:z wan 2
the endangered 0o mdendzad af do mmdendzed
species of animals. spesi:z sv aanmmoalz] | spes af aaimols]
You shoulddo your |[ju: Suddu: jo: [ju: Sud du jor 2
homework haumwa3:k mmidiatli, | homwark mmidetls,
immediately, quickly | kwiklr send klalr f5: | kwiklr aend kilerlt
and clearly for today. | todei] far tudes]
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The table given above presents the comparison between the students' utterance
and standard pronunciation. It is the pronunciation ability of Himalaya Higher
Secondary School, Kholagaun, Rukum. The students involved in the study were
from the ninth grade. There were asked altogether hundred words. Each word
carries 0.5 mark and full mark was fifty. The students pronounced the forty two
words and scored twenty one out of fifty. This school was able to get twenty one
marks out of fifty. One sentence for each individual was given to read out and
utterance was recorded.

Regarding to this school, the achievement in pronunciation was found poor.
They pronounced better of short and frequently used items, such as, article,
preposition, conjunction and pronoun. Article were used six timesin the
sentences. Students pronounced correctly all of them. Pronouns were used
nineteen times. Among them students pronounced thirteen times correctly. Verbs
were used twenty nine times but students pronounced only the nine times
correctly. Similarly, nouns were used sixteen times but students pronounced only
two times correctly.

In researcher's view, this is because students of this school are not involved in
communicative exercises. The lack of sufficient exposures of English words, no
teaching activities in English medium and so on were the cause factors of this
achievement.

To another point of view, this school isfar from the district headquarter. Thereis

no follow up, supervision and motivation to the teachers from the District
Education Office. As aresult, teachers are not sincere to their profession.
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Table No.2

3.1.2 Vijeshwari E. M. Boar ding School

Sentences Standard pronunciation | Pronunciation Correct
uttered by the utterance
students by the

students

| wish the holidays | [ar wif &8 holiderz wod | [ar wis @o holidez 4

would comesoon | Kam su:n] wud kam su:n]

Suddenly [sad(d)nlt rimemboarin [sadonlr 6

remembering that | dad Si: woz telin o sto:r1 | rrmemborin daet

shewastelling a tu: h3: jan do:ta] Si: waz telim o

story to her young storr tu: har jon

daughter. data(r)]

Would you mind [wud ju: mamnd haevin 88 | [ud ju: mamnd 5

having the next nekst dacns wid mi:] hebim ds nekst

dance with me? dans wi© mi:]

I'll sue him every [ar wil su: him fo: evrr [ar wil so him far 4

penny he's got! penr hi: haez got] evri pennt hi: 1z
get]

Thetrain continued | [8s trem kantmju:d wid | [de tren Kantmju:d 4

with itsfilled its fild paesindzoz] uIO 1ts fild

passengers. paesend3ars ]

We arrived just as | [wi: orarvd d3ast aez hi: | [wi: srarvd d3ast 4

he was wheeled woz wi:ld aand tragt ez hi: waz hwild

and trapped AnkonSas] aand tragpd

UNCONSCIi OUS. ankonsios]

While | was [wail a1 woz slipn, 03 [hwotl ar waz 5

deeping, the search | Sz:tf pa:tr ararvd aend slipin, s sartf

party arrived. tfekt] patr erarvd aand
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tfekd]

[ar a:skt mar fada(r) bat | [ar askd mar 9

hi: rifju:zd tu: let mi: gau | fada(r) bat hi:
| asced my father an piknik jesteader] rifju:zd tu: let mi
but he refused to

o go on piknik

let me go on picnic jestearde]
yesterday.
The pandaisone of | [ ds panda 1z sun av 89 [8o panda 1z wan 4
the endangered mdend3ad spesi:z av af do indendzord
species of animals. | aanimolz] spesis of aanimolz]
Y ou should do [ ju: Su:d du: jo: [ju: Sud du: jor 3
your homework haumwa3:k mmidiatl, homwork imidetly,
immediately, kwiklr aend Klial1 f5: kwikilt aend Klierlr
quickly and clearly | toder] for tude]
for today.

Above table presents the comparison of the students' pronunciation ability of
Vijeshwari E. M. Boarding School, Rukum. Ten students were selected from the
ninth grade for the study. It was only a boarding school whose obtained mark
was twenty four and forty eight in percent. This was the highest rank in the
research study.

In case of this school, students pronounced better of consonant sounds and
committed errorsin vowel sounds. Article were used six times in the sentences.
Students pronounced correctly all of them. Pronouns were used nineteen times.
Among them students pronounced thirteen times correctly. Verbs were used
twenty nine times but students pronounced thirteen times correctly. Similarly,
nouns were used sixteen times but students pronounced five times correctly and
so on. This school's achievement is higher with four mark than Himalaya Higher
Secondary School, Kholagaun, Rukum.

In researcher's view, this is because there are short and long vowels, high, mid
and low vowels and open and close vowels in English. Teachers do not teach the
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students with correct pronunciation of vowel sounds. On the other hand, this
school's mark is the highest among the other four schools because there is good
exposure of English items to the students in school. Good management system,
teacher's faithfulness to the profession, good administration and so on are the

cause factors of private school in Rukum district.

Table No.3

3.1.3 Tribhuvan Higher Secondary School, Khalanga

Sentences standard pronunciation pronunciation Correct
uttered by the utterance
students by the

students

| wish the holidays | [ar wif 08 holideiz wod | [a1 waz Go holidez 3

would comesoon | Kam su:n] old kam son]

Suddenly [sad(3)nlr roimemboarm [sodonlr 6

remembering that | dad Si: woz telm o sto:rr | rrmemborin dadt

shewastelling a tu: h3: jan do:ta] Si: waz telim o

story to her young storr tu: har jonar

daughter. daztar]

Would you mind [wud ju: maind haevin 83 | [od ju: maind 5

having the next nekst da:ns wid mi:] hevin 8o neks

dance with me? danswiO mi:]

I'll suehimevery | [a wil su: him fo: evrr [ar ju:l so him for 3

penny he's got! pent hi: haez got] evrt peni hiz got]

Thetrain continued | [8s trem kantmju:d wid | [de tren Kantmju:d 4

with itsfilled its fild 010 1ts fild

passengers. paesend3ars ]

paesind3oz]

We arrived just as | [wi: ararvd d3ast aez hi: | [o1 ararvd d3ost os 1

he was wheeled woz wi:ld aand tragpt ht waz vild end

and trapped AnkonSas] tragod ju:nsansas]

21




UNCONSCI OUS.
While | was [warl a1 woz slipin, 09 [hwailr ar waz 3
sleeping, the search | S3:t[ pa:tr orarvd aend silipm, do Sartfa
party arrived. tfekt] parti erarvd aand
tfek]
| asked my father | [ar a:skt mai fada(r) bat | [ar asd mar fader 10
but he refused to hi: rifju:zd tu: let mi: gau | bat hi: rifju:zd tu:
let megoon an piknik jesteader] let mi: goan
picnic. piknik jestade]
The pandaisone of | [ ds panda 1z sun av 89 [8o panda 1z won 4
the endangered mdend3ad spesi:z av af do mmdamndzerd
species of animals. | aanimolz] spesiez of
aanimoals]
Y ou should do [ ju: Sud du: jo: [ju Sud du joer 3
your homework haumws3:k mmidiatlr, homwarka
immediately, kwiklr aand klial1 f: imidetl, kwikl
quickly and clearly | toder] aand kilerlr for
for today. tude]

This table given above table presents the pronunciation ability of Tribhuvan
Higher Secondary School, Khalanga, Rukum . Ten students were selected from
the ninth grade for the study. This school isin headquarter of which obtained
mark was twenty two and forty four in percent. Articles were used six timesin
the sentences. Students pronounced correctly all of them. Pronouns were used
nineteen times but students pronounced seven times correctly. Verbs were used
twenty nine times but students pronounced only eight times correctly. Similarly,
nouns were used sixteen times but students pronounced two times correctly and
so on. This school's achievement is lower with two mark than Vijeshwari E. M.
Boarding School,Rukum.

In researcher's view, girls performances were found better than the boys'
because girlslook hard worker, labourious and discipline to their study. The
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large number of the girlsin the school may affect in their study. This school's
achievement was found satisfactory to the comparison of others. To the another
point of view, it is because of the direct and multiple visitings by the District

Education Office.

Table No.4

3.1.4 Shree Putha Himalaya Ma.Vi., Maikot

Sentences Standard pronunciation | Pronunciation Correct
uttered by the utterance
students by the

students

You havebeenso | [ju: haev bi:n sy [ju: hadb bin so 2

influenced by your | influanst bar jo: frendz, | infljumsid bar

friends, films and filmz aand telvizn] ewoar frends, flims

television. aend telvizon]

Human milk [hu:mon milk tfemnd3iz [humaen milk 2

changesto protect | tu: protekt jo: bebr ognest | tfenzsty protekt

your baby against | d3:mz] eor bebr agonest

germs. gems|

| likedworkingin | [ar latkt w3:kin i 09 [ar lackd workin 3

the monsoon. monsu:n| m 88 mansun]

By holding, [bar houldm, klikim aend | [bar holdin, 6

clicking and draggim wid mauss vearias | silekin aand dranim

dragging with Omzkan bi: danand | wi© maus vairas

MOouse, various monita(r)] O1s kam bi: don

things can be done an do monitor]

in the monitor

You could choose | [ju: kud tfu:z tu: [ju: kold tfoz tu: 3

two volumes for

volju:mz fo: davn

volums far daun
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down payment

permoant]

pesment]

The writer used to
read

[Oo rata (r) ju:zd tu: ri:d]

[Oo rartor ju:zd to
rid]

We used to go [wi: ju:zd tu: gau des [o1 juzd tu: go
there and play hide | and pler haid aand si:K] Orer aind pile haid
and seek and sik]

Several kinds of [sevr(o)l kaidz ov b3:dz | [sevrel kainds of
birdsarekilled for | a(r) kild fo: feda(r)z] bords ar kild for
feathers fedars|
| had been driving | [a haad bi:n drarvin [ar haed bin
quite slowly and kwaust sloult and |akili, | dorarvin kjart
luckily, bend was | bend woz kwarst ward] solol1 end likly,
quite wide bind waz kjart
joid]
If have ever [1f ju: haav eva(r) skipt [1f ju hadb 1var
skipped food and | fu:d and trard tu: klen d3 | skipd fud aind
tried to clean the haus, ju: ni:d enod3r tu: | tred to kil 89
mouse, you need w3:K] haws, ju nid

energy to work

Inord31 tu wark]

The table given above presents the students ability in pronunciation of Putha
Himalaya Secondary School, Maikot, Rukum whose mark was thirteen and
twenty six percent. Thiswas the lowest marks among the other schools. They
could not pronounce even the short items ,such as, articles, preposition, etc.

In case of this school, Articles were used only four timesin the sentences but
students pronounced three times correctly. Pronouns were used nine times,
Among them students pronounced four times correctly. Verbs were used thirty
times but students pronounced only five times correctly. Similarly, nouns were
used twenty times but students pronounced five times correctly. Adjectives were
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used nine times and students pronounced two times only and so on. This school's
achievement is higher with seven marks than Putha Himalaya Secondary School,

Maikot, Rukum.

To the researcher's view , thisis because school isin remote area from the
district headquarter. They appeared weaker in pronunciation of affixed items.

Table No.5

3.1.5 Siddhartha Higher Secondary School, Magma

Sentences Standard pronunciation Pronunciation Correct
uttered by the utterance
students by the

students

You have beenso | [ju: haev bi:n sau mfluanst | [ju haeb bin so 1

influenced by your | bar jo: frendz, filmz and | inflensid bar jor

friends, films and telivign] forainds, filims

television. end telvizon]

Human milk [hu:mon milk tfemndziz tu: | [hromaan milk 2

changesto protect | protekt jo: bebr ognest tfensty protekt

your baby against | d3:mz] joer bebr edzens

germs. gramas]

| liked workingin | [ar lartkt w3:kin m &9 [ar lackd workin 3

the monsoon. monsu:n| m 88 mansun]

By holding, [bar hovldm, klikim aand [bar holdin, 7

clicking and draggm wid massvearios | klikin amnd drogim

dragging with ©1nz kam bi: dan an & WIO maus veras

mouse, various
things can be done
in the monitor

monita(r)]

O1s kamn bi: dan
an do monitar]
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Y ou could choose
two volumes for
down payment

[ju: kud tfu:z tu: volju:mz
fo: davn permont]

[ju: kuld tfoz tu:
volums far daun
pement]

The writer used to
read

[Oo rata (r) ju:zd tu: ri:d]

[Oo rartor juzd tu

fid]

We used to go [wi: ju:zd tu: gou des and | [wi: ju:zd tu: go
there and play hide | pler haid aend si:K] dear end ple hard
and seek end sik]

Several kinds of [sevr(o)] kaidz ov b3:dz [sebral kainds of
birdsarekilled for | a:(r) kild fo: feda(r)z] bords a:(r) kild
feathers far faedors]

| had been driving | [ar haed bi:n drarvin [ar heed bi:n
quite slowly and kwarat slault aand |akilr, drarvin kwaiot

luckily, bend was
quite wide

bend woz kwarst ward]

dolr aand | akkalr,
bend waz kwarot
waid]

If you have ever
skipped food and
her tried to clean
the

house, you need
energy to work

[1f ju: haav eva(r) skipt
fu:d aand trad tu: klen o
haiss, ju: ni:d enad3r tu:
w3:K]

[1f ju: haev var
skipd fod end
torard tu: kil &
havs, ju: nid
Inord3r tu: wok]

The table given above presents the pronunciation ability of Siddhartha Higher
Secondary School, Magma of which twenty was its obtained marks out of fifty.
Ten students were selected from the tenth grade of the in the research.
comparatively, this school was in third position. In this school magar students
were in large number and they pronounced better than others.
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In case of this school, Articles were used only four times in the sentences.
Students pronounced correctly all of them.Pronouns were used nine times.
Among them students pronounced six times correctly. Verbs were used thirty
times but students pronounced only eight times correctly. Similarly, nouns were
used twenty times but students pronounced five times correctly.Adjectiveswere
used nine times and students pronounced five times only and so on.This school's
achievement is the lowest than the others.

The researcher concluded that thisis because of phonetic reason. English and
Magar phonemes are similar in case of pronunciation. For example, [tha] ,[d"a],

etc. sounds are not in English and Magar language

Table No.6

3.1.6 Shree Shital Higher Higher Secondary School, Chaurjahari

Sentences Standard pronunciation Pronunciation Correct
uttered by the utterance
students by the

students

You have beenso | [ju: haev bi:n sau mfluanst | [ju: haeb bi:n so 4

influenced by your | bar jo: frendz, filmz aand | inflensid bar jor

friends, filmsand | teltvizn] forainds, filims

television. aand telvizon]

Human milk [hu:mon milk tfemdziz tu: | [hromaan milk 2

changesto protect | protekt jo: bebr agnest tfenstu protekt

your baby against | d3:mz] joer bebr edzens

germs. gramas]

| liked workingin | [ar larkt w3:kim m 08 [ar lackd workin 3

the monsoon. monsu:n| m 88 mansun]
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By holding,
clicking and
dragging with
MOuSe, various
things can be done
in the monitor

[bar havldm, klikim aand
draggim wid mauss vearios
©1nz kamn bi: dan an d3
monita(r)]

[bar holdm,
kilikin amnd
drogim wi© maos
verss O1ms kamn
br den an da
Mmoanitor |

Y ou could choose
two volumes for
down payment

[ju: kud tfu:z tu: volju:mz
fo: davn permont]

[ju: kud tfoz tu:
volums fo: dasn
pement]

The writer used to
read

[Oo rata (r) ju:zd tu: ri:d]

[Oo rartor ju:zd
tu: rd]

We used to go [wi: ju:zd tu: gou des aand | [wi: ju:zd tu: go
there and play hide | pler haid and si:K] deor end ple hard
and seek end sik]

Several kinds of [sevr(a)l kaidz ov b3:dz [sebral kamnds of
birdsarekilled for | a(r) kild fo: feda(r)z] bords a:(r) kild
feathers fo: faaders]

| had been driving | [a haad bi:n drarvin [ar haed bin
quite slowly and kwarst sloult and [akili, | dorarvin kwart
luckily, bend was | bend woz kwarst ward] glolt end 1akkalr,

quite wide

bend waz kwart
waid]

If you have ever
skipped food and
her tried to clean
the

house, you need
energy to work

[1f ju: haev eva(r) skipt
fu:d and trard tu: klen d3
haess, ju: ni:d enad3r tu:
w3:K]

[1f ju haev 1var
skipd fod end
torard tu: kil &9
havs, ju: nid
Inord3r tu: wok]
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The table given above presents the students' ability in pronunciation of Shree
Shital Higher Higher Secondary School, Chaurjahari Rukum whose mark
was ninteen and thirty eight percent. They could pronounce only the short items
,such as, pronoun ,articles, preposition and so on.

In case of this school, Articles were used only four times in the sentences and
students pronounced all of them correctly. Pronouns were used nine times.
Among them students pronounced five times correctly. Verbs were used thirty
times but students pronounced only five times correctly. Similarly, nouns were
used twenty times but students pronounced five times correctly. Adjectives were
used nine times but students pronounced two times only and so on. This school's
achievement is higher with six marks than Putha Himalaya Secondary School,
Maikot, Rukum.

Table No.7

3.1.7 Shree Mahendra Higher Secondary School, Chautara

Sentences standard pronunciation pronunciation Correct
uttered by the utterance
students by the

students

| wish the holidays | [ar wif 08 holideiz wod | [ar waz &o holidez 3

would comesoon | Kam su:n] old kam son]

Suddenly [sad(d)nlr rimemborin [sodonlr 4

remembering that | dad Si: woz telm o sto:rr | rrmemborin dadt

shewastelling a tu: h3: jan do:ta] Si: waz telim o

story to her young storr to har jonar

daughter. daztar]

Would you mind [wud ju: maind haevin 33 | [ud ju maind 3

having the next nekst da:ns wid mi:] hevin 8o neks

dance with me? dans wi© mi:]

I'll suehimevery | [a wil su: him fo: evrr [ar ju:l so him for 3
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penny he's got! pent hi: haez got] evri penr hiz got]
Thetrain continued | [3s tremn kantmu:d wid [0 tren kontmju:d 2
with itsfilled 1ts fild 010 1ts fild
passengers. paesend3aers ]
paessind3oz]
We arrived just as | [wi: orarvd d3ast aez hi: | [u1 ararvd d3ost os 2
he was wheeled woz wi:ld aand tragt ht waz vild aand
and trapped AnkonSas] tragod ju:nsansas]
UNCONSCI OUsS.
While | was [wail a1 woz slipim, 03 [hwarlr a1 waz 2
deeping, the search | Ss:tf pa:tr ararvd aand silipin, 08 Sartfs
party arrived. tfekt] parti erarvd end
tfek]
| asked my father | [ar a:skt mai fada(r) bat | [ar asd mar fader 4
but he refused to hi: rifju:zd tu: let mi: gau | bot hr rifjusd tu:
let me go on an piknik jesteader] let mi go an pensi
picnic. jestade]
The pandaisone of | [ 32 panda 1z sun ov 08 [08 panda iz wan 4
the endangered mdendzad spesi:z ov of 8o mdand3zerd
species of animals. | aamolz] spesies of
aamols]
Y ou should do [ ju: Jud du: jo: [ju sud du: joer 3
your homework hausmwa:k imidiatlr, homwearka
immediately, kwiklr aend Klial1 f5: mmidetlr, kwiklt
quickly and clearly | toder] aand kilerlr for
for today. tude]

This table given above table presents the pronunciation ability of Shree
Mahendra Higher Secondary School, Chautara, Rukum . Ten students were
selected from the ninth grade for the study. This school is out of headquarter
which obtained mark was fifteen and thirty in percent. Articles were used six
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times in the sentences. Students pronounced correctly all of them but pronouns
were used ninteen times but students pronounced only six times correctly. Verbs
were used twenty nine times but students pronounced only eight times correctly.
Similarly, nouns were used sixteen times but students pronounced two times
correctly and so on. This school's achievement is higher with two marks than

Putha Himalaya Secondary School, Maikot, Rukum.

Table No.8

3.1.8 Shree Bal Kalyan Higher Secondary School, Athbiskot

Sentences Standard Pronunciation Correct
pronunciation uttered by the utterance
students by
students
| wish the holidays | [ar wif @8 hplideiz | [a1 wis 3o holidez 2
would come soon. wud Kam su:n] wuld kam sun]
Suddenly [sad(d)nl1 [sadenlt 3
remembering that rimemborin 0ad fi: | rrmemborin Oad Si
shewastelling a wpz teln o sto:rt waz tilm o storr
story to her young tu: h3: jan do:to] tu ha jon datar]
daughter.
Would you mind [wud ju: mand [wud ju: maind 3
having the next heavin 93 nekst hevin &9 nest dans
dance with me? dans wid mi:] wiO mi|
I'll sue him every [ar wil su: him fo: [ar wil s1u hi:m 3
penny he has got! evrr pen hi: haz far evrr pent hr 1z
got] got]
Thetrain continued | [do trem kantmu:d | [8 tren kantmu:d 4
with itsfilled wid 1ts fild wiO 1ts fild
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passengers. paesind3oz] paesaand3ars |

We arrived just as he | [wi: ararvd d3zast ez | [wi: erarvd d3ost

was wheeled and hi: woz wi:ld aand az hr waz wi:lded

trapped unconscious. | tragt ankon|as] aand tragpd
ankontras]

While | was [warl a1 woz slipm, | [whail ar waz

deeping, the search | 3o S3:tf pa:ti ararvd | Slipin, 33 Satfe

party arrived and aand tfekt] part: erarvd aand

checked. tfekd]

| asked my father but | [ar a:skt mar fads(r) | [ar asked mar

herefused to let me | bat hi: rifju:zd tu: fadars bat hi:

go on picnic. let mi: gau an rifjuzd tu let mr

piknik jestoder] go on piknik

jestede]

The pandaisoneof | [ & panda iz ounav | [ds pandais wan

the endangered 0o mdendzad af do mdendzed

species of animals. spesi:z av aaumolz] | spesaf aamols]

Y ou should do your
homework
immediately, quickly
and clearly for today.

[ ju: Jud du: jo:

hasmwa3:k imidiatlr,
kwiklr aand Klrolr o:

toder]

[ju sud du jor
homweark imidetls,
kwiklr aand kilerlx
far tudes]

This table given above table presents the pronunciation ability of Shree Bal
Kalyan Higher Secondary School, Athbiskot Rukum . Ten students were
selected from the ninth grade for the study. This school is remote from the
headquarter of which obtained mark was found sixteen and thirty two in percent.
Articles were used six times in the sentences. Students pronounced correctly all
of them. Pronouns were used nineteen times but students pronounced six times
correctly. Verbs were used twenty nine times but students pronounced only
seven times correctly. Similarly, nouns were used sixteen times but students
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pronounced two times correctly and so on. This school's achievement is lower
with eight marks than Vijeshwari E. M. Boarding School ,Rukum.

3.2 Analysis of Data on the Basis of Interpretation

This study was carried out over the secondary school level studentsin Rukum
district.there were fifty students from five schools for the data collection.Gender
and caste were considered in selection of in formants. One private and four
public schools were the sample schools. Altogether twenty sentences of two
hundred words were the research tools. Items were related to the parts of speech,
past and plural morpheme and so on. There were used articles aso.

In the research tool, thirty eight were nouns, twenty six were pronoun , thirteen
were adjectives, fifteen were adverbs sixty four were verbs, eleven were
conjunction, ten were articles and twenty two were preposition. In researcher's
view, the items used in the research tool would be equal in average but sentence
structure made it so.

In the research, girls were twenty one and boys were twenty nine were boys out
of fifty. Girls obtained mark was twenty eight whereas boys' obtained mark was
seventy two. The total obtained mark was hundred out of two hundred fifty full
marks. Hence, the pronunciation ability of the secondary level studentswas
found forty percent. In researcher's view, thisresult was horrible because it was
expected at least fifty percent. Another point of view, English has been taught
from the pre- primary level in school. Thereisthe lack of communicative
exercises in teaching learning activities. Teachers are also careless to their
profession and students' future.

In the study, there were fourteen Magar students out of fifty. Among them, five
were girls and nine were boys. Their obtained mark was forty two out of
hundred. On the other hand, there were thirty six students from other castes.
Their obtained mark was sixty two. In comparison way, Magar students found
better than others. In researcher's view, this achievement was valid because the
phonetic background of Magar students helped them to pronounce correctly.
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There was a private school in this study of which obtained mark was the highest.
Its mark was twenty four out of fifty whereas other schools' marks were twenty
two, twenty one, twenty and thirteen. In comparison way, thereis slight
difference. In Researcher's view this difference is not so much. The teaching
environment of the private schools affected to get such result. Frequent exposure
of English vocabulary facilitated them to pronounce better than public schools.

Table No.9

3.3 Analysis of Gender Wise Comparison of Pronunciation Ability

Name of students Standard Students oM
Pronunciation Pronunciation

Sarad PM [1f ju: haav eva(r) [1f ju: haev var 8
skipt fu:d end trasd | skepd fud aand trard
tu: klen 8 haus, ju: | tu: kilen d3 haos, ju:
ni:d enadz1 tu: w3:k] | nid Inar3r tu: worka]

Gita Sunar [a haed bi:ndrarvin | [ar haad bi:n drarvin 3
kwarat sloult aend kwart slolr aind
|ak1l1, bend wpz | ak1l1, bind waz
kwarot ward] kwart wid]

Ramesh Rai [ju: kud BuU:z tu: [ju: kuld 0z tu: 3
volju:mz fo: davn volums far daun
permant] pement]

Laxmi khadka [Oo rarta(r) ju:zd tu: | [0 rarter juzd to 2
ri:d] r:d]

Bishnu Pun [wud ju: maind [wud ju: maind 6
haavin 88 nekst da:ns | haevin d3 nest dans
wid mi:] WiIO mi:]
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Sunita Ghimire [ar wil su: him fo: [ar wil su: hi:m fa 4
evri penr hi: haez got] | evri penni hi 1z got]

Suresh Bhandari [@o trem kantmu:d [@o tren Kantmu:d 4
wid 1ts fild paesindzo | wi© 1tso fildo
Z] paesand3ars |

The above given table presents that the gender wise comparisonin
pronunciation. In this study, girls were appeared poor than the boys. Their
hesitation was a prime factor in such results. They became able to pronounce of
shorter and frequently occurred words in teaching activities.

In researcher's view, girls performances were found better than the boys
because girlslook hard worker, labourious and discipline to their study. The
large number of the girlsin the school may affect in their study. To the another
point of view, it is because of the direct and multiple visitings by the District
Education Office. (For detail see appendix -1)

Table N0.10

3.4 Analysis of Caste Wise Comparison in Pronunciation Ability

Name of students Standard Students oM
Pronunciation Pronunciation

Sangita Thapa [ju: kud Bsu:z tu: [ju: kuld sSose tu: 3
volju:mz fo: davn volums far daun
permant] pement]

Rajan Rai [Oo rarto ju:zd tu: [Oo rartor juzd tu: 3
ri:d] rid]

Ganesh Gm [wi: ju:zd tu: gau [wr ju:zed tu: go der 3
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des aand pler haid aind ple harde aind
and si:K] si:k]

Sobilal KC [sevr(d)l kaudz ©v [severil kinds of
b3:dz a:(r) kild fo: bords ar kild for
feds(r)z] faders]

Rajiv Pun [ar wiS &3 holiderz [ar wis 3o holidez
wud kam su:n] wud kam san]

TilaKu Pun [wud ju: maind [0d ju: maind hebin
haevin 8o nekst da:ns | do nekst dans wi©
wid mi:] mi:]

Abhyas Gautam [ar wil su: him fb: [ar el s him for 1vrr
evri pent hi: haez pent hres gat]
oot]

The above given table presents that the caste wise comparison in pronunciation.
Among the informants, Magar students were found better than the others. It was
because of their phonetic background. Magar sounds are similar to the English
sounds. For example, [tha] ,[d"a], etc. sounds are not in English and Magar
language. (For detail see appendix- 1)

Table No.11

3.5 Analysisof Marksin Terms of Central Tendency

Marks | A B C D E F G H

Schools | 24 22 13 20 21 15 16 19
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Marks(x) Frequency (f) fx
16 1 13
20 1 20
21 1 21
22 1 22
24 1 24
15 1 15
16 1 16
19 1 19
N=8 > fx=150

Where, X = The score of the students
N = The number of the students
M = The mean
F = The frequency with which a score occurs
> = The sum of

Mean: The mean, an arithmetic average is determined by adding a series and by
dividing the sum by the total number of students. It is called the average score of
the total sample.

Hence, mean(X) = % fx/N
= 150/8
=175

Median: It iscalled mid value. The median is therefore the score which divides the
sample into two parts.
Median (Md) = N+1th score/2
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8+1/2
= 9/2
4 5th score

Mode: It isfrequently obtained score in the data. Here, eighteen is repeated thrice.
Therefore, eighteen isthe mode. It is determined by observation.
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CHAPTER FOUR

FINDINGSAND RECOMMENDATIONS

4.1 Findings

The main objective of the research study was to find out the pronunciation
ability of the secondary level studentsin Rukum district. To carry out the
research, the English textbook of grade nine and ten was studied intensively.
Then, frequently used items were included for the test. To find out the findings,
researcher has interpreted the datain different tables. Datawere calculated by
measures of central tendency.

On the basis of analysis and interpretation of the data, the findings are mentioned
asfollows:

a. The pronunciation ability of the secondary level studentsin Rukum district is
not satisfactory. It was found 37.5% only.

b. So far asthe study done over the ninth and tenth graders of eight schools, the
findings were thirteen, fifteen, sixteen, nineteen, twenty, twenty one, twenty
two and twenty four. and percentage were twenty six, thirty, thirty two, thirty
eight,forty, forty two and forty eight respectively.

c. The another finding found by the study was that the students appeared good
in pronouncing short and frequently occurred items, such as, Articles,
Prepositions and Pronouns and weaker in pronouncing the affixed items (i.e,
-'des, -'ed, -'ing’, -'ly',etc.).

d. The schoolsin remote areas from the district headquarter were appeared poor
in pronunciation others than the periphery of it.

e. Magar students appeared better in pronunciation in the comparison of others,
such as, Brahamin, Kshetri and so on. Girls were found poor in pronunciation
in comparison of boys.
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f. The English medium boarding schools were found more satisfactory in
pronunciation than the public schools in Rukum district.

g. Students were found more emphasizing on reading and writing skills rather
than listening and speaking skills.

h. Mostly, students' errors were found in pronunciation of past and plural
morphemes.

4.2 Recommendations

On the basis of the above mentioned findings, the researcher would like to
recommend the following points:

a. First of al, teachers should be loyal to their profession. They should labour
to teach English. They should pronounce according to RP while teaching in
the classroom.

b. The students should be given more exposures so that they can be familiar
with different items. Later, they must be given speaking practice in standard
pronunciation.

c. It wasfound that the students pronounced better of short items, such as,
articles,prepositions and pronouns and poor in pronouncing the affixed items.
They are short and frequently occurred in the sentences. Therefore, teacher
should try to use the affixed items as far as possible in his formal classes.

d. The schoolswere found poor in pronunciation which are in remote areas
from the district headquarter than the periphery of it because there is no
supervision, follow up and motivation from the DHO. Therefore, teachers of
such schools are not sincere to their profession and students future.

e. Students should be encouraged in the formal class while teaching
pronunciation. Teacher should teach by creating such a situation that can
motivate the students towards the communication in classroom .

f. The English medium boarding schools found more satisfactory in
pronunciation than the public schools in Rukum district because of the
frequent exposures of English items. In boarding schools, all the subjects
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are taught in English medium except Nepali. Therefore, English should be
taught in English medium in Public schools.

g. Teacher should teach the English language in English medium that helps the
students to have sufficient exposures of English vocabularies with the correct
pronunciation.

h. Sufficient teaching English materials, such as, audio-visual aids, CD ,
Language Lab and so on should be available in the school.
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Appendices
Appendix -1

Marks Obtained by the Individual Student Along with the Name of

Their Schools and the Grades They Belong to

SN Name of the Grade Name of Obtained
Schools Schools Marks
1 Rajiv Pun 9 SHHSS 2
2 Bir Bdr. Oli 9 SHHSS 2
3 Pabitra Pun 9 SHHSS 3
4 Ramesh Oli 9 SHHSS 2
5 Dilli Khadka 9 SHHSS 2
6 Bishnu Gharti 9 SHHSS 1
7 Radha Rana 9 SHHSS 2
Sanjaya Pun SHHSS 5
9 ChakraBc 9 SHHSS 1
10 ChandraKC 9 SHHSS 1
11 Sunil Shah 9 SVEMB 2
12 Laxmi Pun 9 SVEMB 3

13 Binod Oli 9 SVEMB 2.5
14 Pradip Oli 9 SVEMB 2
15 SunitaGM 9 SVEMB 2
16 Navin KC 9 SVEMB 2
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17 Navin Giri 9 SVEMB 2.5
18 Thal Bdr GC 9 SVEMB 4.5
19 Suresh BC 9 SVEMB 2
20 Resham Rana 9 SVEMB 15
21 Tara Chand 9 STIHSS 13
22 Bishnu Pun 9 STIHSS 3
23 Sabin BC 9 STIHSS 2.5
24 Sachita Rana 9 STIHSS 15
25 Juna Rana 9 STIHSS 2
26 Binita Rana 9 STIHSS 5
27 Arjun Rana 9 STIHSS 15
28 Balbir PM 9 STIHSS 15
29 Janaki PM 9 STIHSS 2
30 Samjhana KC 9 STIHSS 1.5
31 TulsaBK 10 SPMS 2
32 ArunimaRC 10 SPMS 2
33 Bijaya Giri 10 SPMS 15
34 Sadhana BK 10 SPMS 3
35 Suresh Sunar 10 SPMS 15
36 Gita Sunar 10 SPMS 1
37 Rajiv Basnet 10 SPMS 1
38 Maya Batala 10 SPMS 1
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39 Smriti Pun 10 SPMS 1
40 Dinesh GM 10 SPMS 15
41 Ram Bdr BC 10 SHSS,M 5
42 Sadha Achary 10 SSHSS,M 1
43 Sailendra Pun 10 SSHSS,M, 15
44 Prithvi KC 10 SSHSSM 3.5
45 Pratima PM 10 SSHSSM 15
46 Sabin KC 10 SSHSSM 1
a7 Saro) KC 10 SSHSSM 2
48 Dipa Sharma 10 SSHSSM 1
A Raju BK 10 SSHSSM 4
590 Asmita Rawat 10 SSHSSM 3.5
51 RajendraKC 9 SMHSS 15
52 Sanju Bk 9 SMHSS 2
53 Birg Rana 9 SMHSS 15
54 Samana PM 9 SMHSS 15
55 Tilak Pun 9 SMHSS 1
56 GitaKC 9 SMHSS 1
57 Sobilal KC 9 SMHSS 1
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58 Ramu KC 9 SMHSS 2
59 RakshaKC 9 SMHSS 2
60 Sirjan Pun 9 SMHSS 15
61 Ram Kumar 10 SSHSS 2
62 Hima PM 10 SSHSS 1
63 ChandraRC 10 SSHSS 15
64 Bijaya Gharti 10 SSHSS 2
65 Shyam KC 10 SSHSS 2.5
66 RamilaPun 10 SSHSS 2
67 TilaKu. Pun 10 SSHSS 2
68 Parbati BC 10 SSHSS 1
69 Ganga Pun 10 SSHSS 2
70 Amar Bhatta 10 SSHSS 2
71 Reshmi Rana 9 SBKHS 1
172 DipendraKC 9 SBKHSS 15
73 Bhupesh KC 9 SBKHSS 15
74 Mina Budha 9 SBKHSS 15
75 Thalbir KC 9 SBKHSS 2
76 Rajiv Basnet 9 SBKHSS 1.5
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77 ChandraKC SBKHSS
78 Khim Ku Pun SBKHSS
79 Saraswari KC SBKHSS
80 Navarg] GC SBKHSS
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Appendix-2
Marking Scheme

For this study, item test was administered to collect data. Two sentence
lists were made. One for grade nine and another for ten. There were
altogether twenty sentences, ten for grade nine and ten for grade ten. Items
included in the sentence lists were extracted from the text book of
respective grades. In the research study, pronunciation ability was
considered to the parts of speech (Noun, Pronoun, Adjective, etc.), past
morphemes (-'ed’) and plural Morphemes (-'s/'es) and -'ing’, -'ly’, etc.
morphemes.

There were twenty sentences, ten in each list. Each list was contained
hundred different words so that each word carries 0.5 mark. Each list was
of fifty marks. Hence, total mark was hundred for the whole research
study. Marking scheme was administered word wise. Score was given
according to the correct pronunciation by the students.

The number of the items were not equal the in the sentences. One sentence
was given to a selected student to read out and researcher had dubbed in a
cassette. Later, their pronunciation was transcribed as they pronounced
and compared with standard pronunciation. Then, the marks were given
individually.
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1)

Appendix -3

Sentence List

Grade- Nine FM. 50

| wish the holidays would come soon.

2) Suddenly remembering that she was telling the story to her young

3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9

daughter.

Would you mind having the next dance with me?

I'll sue him for every penny he's got!

The train continued with its filled passengers.

We arrived just as he was wheeled and trapped unconscious.
While | was sleeping, the search party arrived and checked.
| asked my father but refused to let me go on picnic.

The pandais one of the endangered species of animals.

10) You should do your homework immediately, quickly and  clearly

for today .
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Appendix -4

Sentence List

Grade-Ten F.M. 50

1) You have been so influenced by your friends, films and television.
2) Human milk changes to protect your baby against germs.
3) | liked working in the monsoon .

4) By holding, clicking and dragging with mouse, various things can be
done in the monitor.

5) You could choose two volumes for down payment.

6) Thewriter used to read.

7) We used to go there and play hide and seek.

8) Severa kindsof birds arekilled for feathers.

9) | had been driving quite slowly and luckily, bend was quite wide.

10) If have ever skipped food and tried to clean the mouse, you need
energy to work.
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Appendix -5

Standard Pronunciation Sheets (source: oxford Advanced
Learner's Dictionary- 7th Edition)
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Appendix -6

The Transcription Sheets (transcribed of the students
pronunciation with the obtained marks school wise):

52



Appendix -7

1.9 Definition of Specific Terms

Private School:  The schools belonging to a particular person or group not to be
shared by others.

Public School: The schools which are government aided, known as
community school in Nepal.

Affix: A letter or sound, or group of letters or sounds which is added
to aword and which changes the meaning or function of the
word.

Frequency: It refers to the reoccurrence of any termsin a particular affair.

Partsof speech: A termused to describe the different types word that are used
to form sentences, such as: noun, pronoun, adjective, adverb,
preposition, conjunction, interjection etc.

Morpheme: A minimal unit of grammatical description in the sense that it
cannot be segmented any further at the grammatical level of
anaysis.

Suffix: An affix attached after aroot or stem or base .

Length: Time taken to produce sound or utterance.
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