VIVHMIOd V3V IXV1 YMIHd 40 AANLS ISV V TVd3AN NI WNSIINOL-003

eAuepey yseqns -

¢10c

ECO-TOURISM IN NEPAL:
A CASE STUDY OF PHEWA LAKE AREA, POKHARA

A Thesis
Submitted to:
Central Department of Geography
The Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences
in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the
Degree of Master of Arts

in Geography

Subash Kadariya

Central Department of Geography
Tribhuvan University, Kirtipur
Kathmandu, Nepal
2012



Recommendation L etter

This is to certify that the thesis submitted by Mr. Subash Kadariya
entitled " Eco-tourism in Nepal : A case Study of Phewa Area, Pokhara"
has been prepared under my supervision in the partia fulfillment of the
requirement for the degree of Master of Arts in Geography. | recommend this
thesis to the evaluation committee for examination.

Mr. Chhabilal Chidi
Supervisor
Central Department of Geography
Tribhuvan University, Kirtipur

Date: 24" Chaitra, 2068



Approval Sheet

Thisisto certify that the thesis entitled " Eco-tourism in Nepal : A case Study
of Phewa Lake Area, Pokhara" written and submitted by Mr. Subash
Kadariya has been examined. It has been declared successful for fulfillment of

the academic requirements toward the completion of Master of Geography.

Evaluation Committee

Prof. Dr. Puskhar K. Pradhan .
Head of the Department

Mr. Chhabilal Chidi e

Supervisor

Mr. Ram Sharan Pathak

External Examiner



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

| would like to express my sincere gratitude to the Central Department of Geography,
Tribhuvan University for allowing me to submit this thesisin partial fulfillment of the

requirements for the degree of mastersin Geography.

| am grateful and indebted to Prof. Dr Puskhar Kumar Pradhan Head of the
Department of Geography and my supervisor Mr. Chhabilal Chiddi, Central
Department of Geography, for providing me an opportunity to conduct this study
under his supervision. | never forget his kind Co-operation guidance, inspiration and
supervision during the preparation of this thesis. | must humbly express my deepest
respect for to accomplish this study.

| would like to express my deep gratitude to the librarians of TU, IUCN, ICIMOD,
NTB, IOF, ACAP and Nepal Academy of Tourism and Hotel Management.

Last, but not least, my very specia gratitude goes to my respected mother Mrs.
Krishna Maya Kadariya and spouse Mrs. Asha Thapa (Kadariya) for their
encouragement, cooperation and support to complete this thesis. This work would not
have been possible without the overwhel ming response and cooperation shown by the
respondents of Phewa Lakeside Pokhara.

- Subash Kadariya



Abstract

Development problems of Nepal are unique and challenging because of its
mountainous topography, geo-political situation as a buffer state and rural life style
but Nepal is often described as Shangri-La for its scenic beauty. Nepal has an
unequaled ecological and natural environmental variation ranging from the Terai
plains to Mountains and High Himalayas representing richness in biological and

cultural diversity.

Tourism can play a major role in Nepal’s overall development. In fact, eco-tourism
might turn out to be a blessing for Nepal. Past to now cultural impressions and
reconciliatory heritages have remained note worthy and a great treasure.
Opportunities for development and social transformation centered on participatory
biological diversity conservation are endless. Individuals, community, society and the
government can focus on attracting foreign tourists and promoting tourism business
for the devel opment of Nepal.

In view of the promotion of eco-tourism, this study examines the potentiality and
essentiality of eco-tourism in Phewa area. In this context, this study focused on
environmental Natural and cultural socio-economy condition on Phewa area in Kaski
Didtrict. In short, Phewa Lake appears as if a celestial body fallen on earth from
heaven but its loosing beauty is standing as a serious problem for Nepal and
Nepalese. This study integrates environmental dimension in tourism development
together and addresses devel opment issues, management concerns and conservation

needs in order to develop a framework for eco-tourism.

Results of the study suggest that there is great potentiality of eco-tourism and
essentiality of environmental conservation in the area. The values and principles of
eco-tourism are very essential to apply in the area not only for the foreigners but also

equally to the locals especially who live in adjacent to the Phewa Lake.
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