
Tribhuvan University

Functions of Literature, Anna Karenina, in Nilo Cruz's Anna in the Tropics

A Thesis Submitted to

The Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Tribhuvan University,

in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirement for the Degree of

Master of Arts in English

By

Jay Kumar Joshi

Central Department of English

Kirtipur, Kathmandu

September 2007



Tribhuvan University

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

Letter of Approval

The thesis entitled "Functions of Literature, Anna Karenina, in Nilo Cruz's Anna in the

Tropics" by Mr. Jay Kumar Joshi has been submitted to the Central Department of English,

Tribhuvan University. It has been approved by the undersigned members of the Research

Committee.

Internal Examiner: __________________

External Examiner: _________________

Head of Department

Central Department of English, T. U.

Kirtipur, Kathmandu.

Date: ________________



Acknowledgements

I would like to express my gratitude to my respected supervisor, Mr. Sadan Raj

Adhakari, lecturer of the Central Department of English, Kirtipur for his scholarly guidance.

This research work would have never seen the light of day without his kind help.

I feel very happy to express my sincere gratitude to the members of the Research

Committee for granting me an opportunity to carry out this research work. Similarly, I am

highly indebted to Mr. Nagendra Bhattarai and Dr. Arun Gupto for their invaluable

suggestions.

I would like to express my deep sense of gratitude to my parents, and my brothers

who made a lot of sacrifices for my higher studies.

I am also thankful to the staffs of Shree Janata Higher school, Bardibas, Mahottari.

Lastly, I would like to remember my friends, Bidur Khatiwada, Shiva Kumar, Sudip Jha,

Bhaskar Samal. Mr. Hera Kumar Maharjan deserves special thanks for fine typing and

printing.

Jay Kumar Joshi

September 2007



Abstract

Nilo Cruz's Pulitzer Prize winning play, Anna in the Tropics (2003), shows

importance of literature in life. Literature performs different tasks. Firstly, it educates  human

beings. Secondly, it provides pleasures to them. Thirdly, it makes them serious and

thoughtful. Leo Tolstoy's novel, Anna Karenina, as a representative text of literature,

performs all these tasks in the play, Anna in the Tropics. It educates characters like Marela,

Conchita, Palomo and Santiago. Similarly, it also provides pleasures to them. But, it makes

Chechen and Palomo serious and thughtful. It reminds Chechen of his ghost past ? Mildred,

and Palomo, of his duty to his wife, Conchita. Thus, they feel tortured in two different ways.

So, the play shows dual functions of literature in life?
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