Tribhuvan University

Subversion of Patriarchal Normsin Arthur Halley's Hotel

A Thesis Submitted to the Central Department of English
in Partia fulfillment of the Requirements for the

Degree of Master of Artsin English

By

Birendra Gurung

Central Department of English
Kirtipur, Kathmandu

December 2014



Tribhuvan University
Central Department of English

Kirtipur, Kathmandu

Letter of Recommendation

Mr. Birendra Gurung has completed his thesis entitled "Subversion of Patriarchal
Norms in Arthur Halley's Hotel” under my supervision. He carried out this research

from July, 2014 to December, 2014. | hereby recommend his thesis be submitted for

viva-voce.

(Supervisor)
Mr. Rg Kumar Baral
Date:



Tribhuvan University
Central Department of English

Kirtipur, Kathmandu

Letter of Approval
This thesis entitled "Subversion of Patriarcha Norms in Arthur Halley's Hotel”
submitted to the Central Department of English, Kirtipur, Kathmandu by Mr. Birendra

Gurung has been approved by the undersigned members of the research committee.

Members of the Research Committee

Internal Examiner

External Examiner

Head
Central Department of English

Date: ....oovvviiieen,



Acknowledgements

Thisthesis would not have been possible without the scholarly guidance,
inspiration and constant encouragement of my thesis supervisor, Mr. Rg) Kumar
Bara, Central Department of English, University Campus, the one who hel ped me by
going through the script and correcting my innumerable mistakes. | express my
sincere gratitude to him for such akind cooperation in bringing this project to
completion.

| would like to express my gratitude to Dr. AmmaRg Joshi, Head, Central
Department of English for granting me a chance to carry out this research work. And |
am thankful to all my respected teachers of the Department of English, for their kind
help in course of writing this thesis.

Professor Beerendra Pandey deserves special thanks for providing meideas to
develop my thesis. | am indebted to my brother Gol Man Gurung, Lecturer (Saraswoti
Multiple Campus) for his continuous spiritual encouragement and support.
Additionally, I am fortunate enough to have inval uable support from my relatives and
friends as well to complete this project.

Last but not the least, | would like to dedicate this research to my parents, Mr.

Dhan Bahadur Gurung and Mrs. Devi Kumari Gurung.

December, 2014 Birendra Gurung



Abstract

This research analyzes Hailey’s Hotel as the defiance of social norms through the lady
characters of the novel, i.e. Christine Francis, Duchess of Croydon and Marsha
Prescott. What made them to live alife with constant struggles are the matters of
concern in this research. Theories of feminism are taken as the methodological tool
particularly the concept of Mary Wollstonecraft, VirginiaWoolf, Simon de Beauvoir,
Elaine Showalter and Judith Halberstam to foreground the struggle of females and
their attempt to release themselves from the clutches of patriarchal discriminatory
normativities so as to live alife with independence and without any restrictions within
the society and domesticity. It is Christine Francis’s female masculine attitude to live
thelife of her own, not designed by the patriarchy. It is her own choiceto live her life
in the circumstances she isliving. The Duchess of Croydon dominates the male
characters and often makes the decision of her own. Similarly, Marsha, despite being
nearly raped by four men in the hotel, struggles alot to protect herself and protest
against the patriarchal norms. Thus, due to their valiant nature, they have lived the life
of constant struggle. Their reluctant attitude to subvert the male oriented social norms

and cultural values are the hallmark of the novel.
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