
i

INVESTIGATING READING COMPREHENSION OF
NEPALI AND THARU NATIVE SPEAKERS

A Thesis Submitted to the Department of English Education
In Partial Fulfilment for the Master's Degree in English Language Education

(Specialization in English Education)

Submitted by
Om Prasad Nepal

Faculty of Education
Tribhuvan University

Kirtipur, Kathmandu, Nepal
2008

IN
VESTIG

A
TIN

G
 R

EA
D

IN
G

 C
O

M
PR

EH
EN

SIO
N

 O
F N

EPA
LI A

N
D

 TH
A

R
U

 N
A

TIVE SPEA
K

ER
S

N
. 701

–B
y O

m
 Prasad N

epal, 2008



ii

INVESTIGATING READING COMPREHENSION OF

NEPALI AND THARU NATIVE SPEAKERS

A Thesis Submitted to the Department of English Education

In Partial Fulfilment for the Master's Degree in English Language Education

(Specialization in English Education)

By

Om Prasad Nepal

Faculty of Education

Tribhuvan University

Kirtipur, Kathmandu, Nepal

2008

T.U. Regd. No. : 9-1-50-776-97 Date of Approval of the

Second Year Examination Thesis Proposal: 2065-03-27

Roll No. : 280392/064 Date of Submission: 2065-8-10



iii

RECOMMENDATION FOR ACCEPTANCE

This is to certify that Mr. Om Prasad Nepal has prepared this thesis

entitled "Investigating Reading Comprehension of Nepali and Tharu Native

Speakers" under my guidance and supervision.

I recommend this thesis for acceptance.

Date: __________________________

Dr. Tirth Raj Khaniya (Guide)

Professor

Department of English Education

Faculty of Education

T.U., Kirtipur, Kathmandu



iv

RECOMMENDATION FOR EVALUATION

This thesis has been recommended for evaluation by the following 'Thesis

Guidance Committee.'

Dr. Chandreshwar Mishra ________________

Reader and Head Chairperson

Department of English Education

T.U., Kirtipur

Dr. Tirth Raj Khaniya (Guide) ________________

Professor Member

Department of English Education

T.U., Kirtipur

Dr. Anjana Bhattarai ________________

Reader Member

Department of English Education

T.U., Kirtipur

Date:



v

EVALUATION AND APPROVAL

This thesis has been evaluated and approved by the following 'Research

Evaluation Committee.'

Dr. Chandreshwar Mishra ________________

Reader and Head Chairperson

Department of English Education

T.U., Kirtipur

Dr. Jai Raj Awasthi ________________

Professor Member

Department of English Education

Chairperson

English and Other Foreign Languages

Education Subject Committee

T.U., Kirtipur

Dr. Tirth Raj Khaniya (Guide) ________________

Professor Member

Department of English Education

T.U., Kirtipur

Date:



vi

DEDICATION

Dedicated to

My ever loving parents who devoted their entire lives

to make me what I am today.



vii

DECLARATION

I am here to declare that this thesis is the best of my knowledge and

original, no any part of it was from earlier candidature of research degree to any

university.

Date : 2065-08-22 Om Prasad Nepal



viii

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Firstly, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to my thesis supervisor Prof.

Dr. Tirth Raj Khaniya, Professor of Department of English Education, Faculty

of Education, University campus, Kirtipur for his invaluable guidance and

constructive suggestions. Without his regular guidance, encouragement, co-

operation and invaluable suggestions, I would not have been able to present this

thesis in this form.

I am extremely grateful to Prof. Dr Jai Raj Awasthi, Chairman of English and

Other Foreign Languages Subject Committee; T.U and Dr. Chandreshwar

Mishra, The Head of Department of English Education, University Campus,

Kirtipur for their Academic suggestions and for providing great ideas to

accomplish this thesis.

Similarly, my sincere gratitude goes to Prof. Dr. Govinda Raj Bhattarai, Dr.

Anjana Bhattarai and Dr. Bal Mukunda Bhandari for their kind suggestions

during this study. I would like to thank all the staff of Department of English

Education, T.U Kirtipur for their valuable suggestions and encouragement.

Likewise, I would like to thank my sisters Sabitri and Pratibha, and my aunt

Kalpana who helped me to accomplish this thesis. I am also indebted to my

friends Mr. Govinda Pokhrel, Mr. Govinda Gautam and Mr. Mahendra

Gautam for their kind help and co-operation during the period of carrying out this

research.

Furthermore, I would like to express special thanks to all these 80 Nepali and

Tharu native speaker students studying at grade twelve in Rupandehi district for

providing me real and authentic data for this research. Finally, I would like to

extend my thanks to Mr. Rajiv Maharjan (Friend's Computer Service) Kirtipur

for his neat and decent computer work.

Om Prasad Nepal



ix

ABSTRACT

The present study "Investigating Reading Comprehension of Nepali and Tharu

Native Speakers" aims at determining the level of reading comprehension of

Nepali and Tharu native speakers and comparing their ability to comprehend

English texts. The study involved the students studying at grade twelve in

Rupandehi district for getting data. To fulfil the objectives, the researcher

collected data from five higher secondary schools in Rupandehi district. The

sample population consisted of 80 students and they were selected by using

judgemental non-random sampling. A test paper based on reading comprehension

was prepared and administered to the students. Before administering the test, a

pilot test was done for the validity and reliability of the test paper. The analysis of

the data was done using some statistical processing as percentage, mean, standard

deviation and t-test. The level of reading comprehension of Nepali and Tharu

native speakers was determined and compared whether or not the difference was

significant. It was found that Nepali native speakers were significantly better than

Tharu native speakers in reading English texts.

This thesis consists of four chapters. Chapter one deals with the general

background of the study. It includes the importance of English language, brief

introduction of Nepali and Tharu language, brief introduction of language

proficiency and  proficiency test, brief introduction of language testing and testing

reading comprehension, a brief account of reading skill and reading

comprehension and relation between proficiency and error. It also consists of

literature review, objectives of the study, significance of the study and definition

of specific terms. Chapter two deals with the methodology adopted during the

study. It includes the sources of data, sample of the study, sampling procedure,

tools for data collection, pilot-test, process of data collection and limitations of the

study. Chapter three deals with the analysis and interpretation of the data obtained

using statistical tools. The data was analyzed on the basis of native speakers,

gender and texts. Chapter four deals with the findings and recommendations of the

study.
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