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ABSTRACT
The present study "Investigating Reading Comprehension of Nepali and Tharu
Native Speakers' aims at determining the level of reading comprehension of
Nepali and Tharu native speakers and comparing their ability to comprehend
English texts. The study involved the students studying at grade twelvein
Rupandehi district for getting data. To fulfil the objectives, the researcher
collected data from five higher secondary schoolsin Rupandehi district. The
sample population consisted of 80 students and they were selected by using
judgemental non-random sampling. A test paper based on reading comprehension
was prepared and administered to the students. Before administering the test, a
pilot test was done for the validity and reliability of the test paper. The analysis of
the data was done using some statistical processing as percentage, mean, standard
deviation and t-test. The level of reading comprehension of Nepali and Tharu
native speakers was determined and compared whether or not the difference was
significant. It was found that Nepali native speakers were significantly better than
Tharu native speakersin reading English texts.

Thisthesis consists of four chapters. Chapter one deals with the general
background of the study. It includes the importance of English language, brief
introduction of Nepali and Tharu language, brief introduction of language
proficiency and proficiency test, brief introduction of language testing and testing
reading comprehension, a brief account of reading skill and reading
comprehension and relation between proficiency and error. It also consists of
literature review, objectives of the study, significance of the study and definition
of specific terms. Chapter two deals with the methodology adopted during the
study. It includes the sources of data, sample of the study, sampling procedure,
tools for data collection, pilot-test, process of data collection and limitations of the
study. Chapter three deals with the analysis and interpretation of the data obtained
using statistical tools. The data was analyzed on the basis of native speakers,
gender and texts. Chapter four deals with the findings and recommendations of the
study.



CONTENTS

Declaration

Recommendation for Acceptance
Recommendation for Evaluation
Evaluation and Approval
Dedication

Acknowledgements

Abstract

Contents

List of Tables

List of Figures

Abbreviations

CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION

1.1 Genera Background
1.1.1 Importance of English Language
1.1.2 The Nepali Language: An Introduction
1.1.3 The Tharu Language: An Introduction
1.1.4 Language Proficiency
1.1.5 Language Testing: An Introduction
1.1.6 Reading: An Introduction
1.1.7 Proficiency Test: An Introduction
1.1.8 Proficiency and Error: Relation

1.2 Literature Review

1.3  Objectives of the Study

1.4  Significance of the Study

1.5 Definition of the Specific Terms

Page

Vil
viii-X
Xi

Xil

Xiii

1-20

© 00 O O W N B

15
16
17
19
19
20



CHAPTER TWO: METHODOLOGY 21-24

2.1  Sourcesof Data 21
2.2.1 Primary Source of Data 21
2.1.2 Secondary Source of Data 21
2.2  Sample of the Study 21
2.3 Sampling Procedure 22
2.4  Toolsfor Data Collection 22
25 Pilot Test 23
2.6 Process of Data Collection 23
2.7  Limitations of the Study 24
CHAPTER THREE: ANALYSISAND INTERPRETATION 25-39
3.1 Reading Comprehension of Nepali and Tharu Native Speakers 26
3.1.1 Comparison of Reading Comprehension of Nepali and
Tharu Native Speakers 26
3.2  Reading Comprehension of Nepali and Tharu Native Speaker
Studentsin Terms of Seen and Unseen Texts 28
3.2.1 Comparison of Reading Comprehension of Nepali and
Tharu Native Speaker Studentsin Terms of Seen Texts 28
3.2.2 Comparison of Reading Comprehension of Nepali and
Tharu Native Speaker Studentsin Terms of Unseen Texts 29
3.3  Reading Comprehension of Nepali and Tharu Native Speaker
Students in Terms of Gender 31
3.3.1 Comparison of Reading Comprehension of Nepali Native Speaker
Boys and Girls 32
3.3.2 Comparison of Reading Comprehension of the Tharu Native
Speaker Boys and Girls 33
34  Reading Comprehension of Nepali and Tharu Native Speaker

Students in the Same Gender 35

Xi



3.4.1 Comparison of Reading Comprehension of Both Nepali and

Tharu Native Speaker Boys 36

3.5.2 Comparison of Reading Comprehension of Both Nepali and
Tharu Native Speaker Girls 37
CHAPTER FOUR: FINDINGSAND RECOMMENDATIONS 40-43
4.1 Findings 40
4.2  Recommendations 42
REFERENCES 44-46

APPENDIX

Xii



LIST OF TABLES

Page
Table No. 1: Total Sample Population of the Study 22
Table No. 2: Reading Comprehension of Nepali and Tharu Native Speakers 26
Table No. 3: Reading Comprehension of Nepali and Tharu Native Speaker

Students in Seen Texts 28
Table No. 4: Reading Comprehension of Nepali and Tharu Native Speaker
Students in Unseen Texts 30

Table No. 5: Reading Comprehension of Nepali Native Speaker Students 32
Table No. 6: Reading Comprehension of Tharu Native Speaker Students 34
Table No. 7: Reading Comprehension of Both Nepali and Tharu Native Speaker
Boys 36
Table No. 8: Reading Comprehension of Both Nepali and Tharu Native Speaker
Girls 38

Xiii



LIST OF FIGURES
Page
Figure No. 1: Reading Comprehension of Nepali and Tharu Native Speakers 27
Figure No. 2: Reading Comprehension of Nepali and Tharu Native Speaker

Studentsin Seen Texts 29
Figure No. 3: Reading Comprehension of Nepali and Tharu Native Speaker
Studentsin Unseen Texts 31

Figure No. 4: Reading Comprehension of Nepali Native Speaker Students 33
Figure No. 5: Reading Comprehension of Tharu Native Speaker Students 35
Figure No. 6: Reading Comprehension of Both Nepali and Tharu Native

Speaker Boys 37
Figure No. 7: Reading Comprehension of Both Nepali and Tharu Native
Speaker Girls 39

Xiv



UNESCO

Vol.

LIST OF SYMBOLSAND ABBREVIATIONS

Mean

Percentage

Greater than

Lessthan

Sum of (sigma)

Appendix

Bachelor of Education

Bikram Sambat

Central Bureau of Statistics

The Council of Chief State School Officers
Cambridge University Press

English Language Teaching

Fregquency of Occurrence

Higher Secondary Education Board
International English Language Testing System
Mid value of classinterval

Number of Samples

Nepal English Language Teacher's Association
Nepal Government

Oxford University Press

Proficiency Certificate Level

Subject

Serial Number

Standard Deviation

Tribhuvan University

United Nations

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization

Verb
Volume

XV



