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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This study has been carried out in the partial fulfillment for the requirement of the degree

of Master of Arts in Rural development. This study is focused in Bhujung VDC of

Lamjung District, Nepal.

The objective of this study is to find the role of rural electrification in rural development.

However, the specific objectives of the study are to find out the use of electricity for

different purposes, to examine the educational status, to asses the improvement in the

health of the local people, to examine the on going economic activities in the study area

and to find workload of the women of the study area.

For this purpose altogether fifty households were randomly selected from all wards of

Bhujung VDC.

For the completing this work primary as well as secondary sources of data have been

used. For collecting primary data structured questionnaires were prepared. Apart from

this personnel interviews and observations, focus group discussions were also used to

gather the necessary informations. Similarly, the secondary data were collected from

CBS, ACAP, WECS, AEPC, previous journals and research papers, dissertations on

micro-hydropower. The collected data were analyzed by using simple arithmetic tool like

percentage and presented in various tables and figures.

This research is descriptive cum explanatory type and finds that rural electrification has

different kinds of socioeconomic implications for men and women and for the

community. For instance, rural electrification has been able to reduce women’s

workloads and save their time and energy. As per the findings of this research most of the

respondents are using electricity for both  household purposes. There are two agro

processing mills at different locations of the VDC that have reduced the time allocated

for different household works by women like Dhiki/Janto. The saved time has been used

for sanitation, healthcare and looking after their children. Similarly there is a possibility
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of women being involved in income-generating and social activities, with the possibility

of time saved in agro processing.

Rural electrification has also provided different kinds of opportunities for men and

women in terms of exposure to new technologies, although there have been very limited

opportunities for women to be involved in social and economic activities for their self-

enhancement and empowerment. From this research it was found that cent percent

respondents have Radio sets whereas majority of them have TV sets. So they use

electricity for operating them. The other findings of this research are that electricity has

helped reduce the diseases like eye aching, head aching, black sooth and respiratory

diseases in the study area. Similarly, this rural electrification has increased the average

pass percentage, reduced the dropout ratio and increase the net enrollment in the local

school. So has there is increment in the study hours and the performance of their children.

But there is no reduction in the use of forest resources for firewood. Similarly, rural

electrification has created very limited employment opportunity. And has not created any

other rural development   activities in the study area since its completion.

There have been some negative implications of rural electrification in Bhujung VDC, as

young men seemed to be idle with radios and televisions and reluctant to go to work.

Older people saw this as having a negative impact on their culture and their lives. The

other negative implication of the MHP scheme for the household was that the available

labor resource was reduced because of the tendency of young boys to hang around radios

and televisions. And there was no change in men’s labor, time, and resources.

As a conclusion of this research it can be said that no direct relationship can be seen to

have been established between rural electrification and rural development in Bhujung

VDC.

Whatever the changes (education, health, socio-economic etc.) we have found out from

our research work is only from the electricity use perspectives. So this can be further

researched from other perspectives and can be found out that whether these changes are

only from the rural electrification as has been mentioned above.
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