
ECONOMIC AND SOCIO-CULTURAL IMPACTS OF
TOURISM IN BHAKTAPUR DISTRICT

A Thesis
Submitted to the Central Department of Rural Development

in partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the
Degree of Master of Arts in

Rural Development

Submitted By
SUSHILA GHAJU

Exam Roll No.281058
T.U. Regd.No.:9-2-21-437-2004

Central Department of Rural Development
Faculty of Humanities and Social Science

Tribhuvan University
Kirtipur, Kathmandu, Nepal

June 2011

EC
O

N
O

M
IC

 A
N

D
 S

O
C

IO
-C

U
LT

U
R

A
L 

IM
PA

C
TS

 O
F 

TO
U

R
IS

M
 IN

 B
H

A
K

TA
PU

R
 D

IS
TR

IC
T

–
SU

SH
IL

A
 G

H
A

JU
  2

01
1



RECOMMENDATION LETTER

This thesis report entitled “Economic and Socio-cultural impacts of Tourism

in Bhaktapur” has been completed by Sushila Ghaju under my supervision and

guidance. This work is the outcome of her own intensive and independent research

work and has been prepared in the format as required by the faculty. I hereby

recommend this thesis report for approval and acceptance.

------------------------------------

Prof. Dr. Pradeep Kumar Khadka

(Thesis Supervisor)

Head of Department

Central Department of Rural Development

Tribhuvan University



APPROVAL LETTER

This is to certify that the Thesis report entitled “Economic and Socio-cultural

Impacts of Tourism in Bhaktapur” written and submitted by Sushila Ghaju has

been examined by Central Department of Rural Development. It has been declared to

be a successful work for fulfillment of academic requirements towards the completion

of Master of Arts in Rural Development.

Approved by

--------------------------------- -------------------------------

Prof. Dr. Pradeep Kumar Khadka Prof. Dr. Riddhi Bir Singh

(Internal Examiner) (External Examiner)

------------------------------

Prof. Dr. Prdeep Kumar Khadka

(Head of Department)



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

All the successful attempts are the result of contribution of some co-operative hands.

A number of individuals have helped and encouraged me in various ways in

completing this study. Though I may not be able to mention the names of them, I here

with wish to express my special gratitude to the following individuals.

First, I am highly indebted to my respected supervisor as well as Head of the Central

Department of Rural Development Prof. Dr. Pradeep Kumar Khadka for valuable

guidance and supervision to conduct and complete the thesis.

Every research is based upon observation, inspections and the views of the

respondents. So, I would like to give special thanks to Administrative Officer of

Bhaktapur Municipality Miss Ambika Dhaubade.I also would like to thank Tourist

information centre, Bhaktapur Tourism Development Committee, Nepal Tourism

Board for their great help and I am also greatly obliged to all the respondents who

helped me collect the required information. I express my sincere thanks all those who

helped me directly or indirectly.

Last but not the least, I would like to express my thanks to my parents and my friends

who have been supportive and have given their valuable suggestions and decisions for

the completion of this thesis.

Sushila Ghaju



ABSTRACT

This study was mainly focused on impacts of tourism in Bhaktapur district regarding

the economic and socio-cultural aspects adopting simple random sampling and

exploratory as well as descriptive research design. Where various respondents are

included. 25 local people 10 tourists and 10 entrepreneurs are selected through

sampling method.

This study attempts to analyze the severity of socio-cultural degradation due to

tourism in Bhaktapur. For convenience four major areas viz. Durbar square

,Taumadhi square, Dattatraya square, Pottary square were selected with special

reference to BhaktapurThe analysis was made by collecting primary and secondary

data. Mainly primary data were used from the field survey to provide the qualitative

and quantitative analysis. In qualitative study,10 respondents were taken for Focus

Group Discussion and for the key information the local people, Tourist guide,

Students, Teacher, Businessman, Staffs of BTDC and BM were used. Apart from this,

photographs were also taken as an important methodology research tool.

The tourism industry has both its pros and cons but the main problem lies in

explaining which one is greater; the negative aspects or the positive ones. Especially

in a culturally significant area like Bhaktapur it is difficult to infer if tourism

degrades the culture of revitalizes it. There is no doubt that tourism has both negative

and positive impacts. Definitely it affects the cultural and social setting of a native

society. Thus, the fieldwork was conducted to fulfill different objectives among which

identifying  the major impacts of tourism in society and culture was the important

one. Even though the social attributes and the way of the lifestyle of locals are

changing day by day, tourism has also helped in the revitalization of the arts and

crafts as well as the customs along with providing employment to the locals of

Bhaktapur. Although things seem to be remarkably beneficial as long as it concerns

the economic aspects of tourism in Bhaktapur, it becomes a bit problematic when it

comes to the socio-cultural aspects.The positive and negative impacts on society and

culture are in no way mutually exclusive,besides,one can not easily determne which

one overweights the other.It is also true that culture has been degrading as the flow of

tourists have risen in Bkt,so,both positive and negative impacts co-exist and it is

difficult to determine which one is greater.If the economic impacts are also taken into

consideration along with cultural revitalization then definitely the significance of



tourism becomes positive.A look at the study there is no doubt that Bhaktapuris

guided by tourism and tourism on the other hand is boosting up because of  cultural

heritage. Hence it  can be inferred that culture and tourism have reciprocal

relationship and tourism may involve in the degradation of culture as well as its

revitalization.So,for all in all both tourism and culture have to run the wheel of each

other.
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