TRIBHUVAN UNIVERSITY

Journey from Physical to Spiritual World in R. K. Narayan’s The Guide

A Thesis Submitted to Department of English, Faculty of Humanities and Social
Sciences, Ratha Rajya Laxmi Campus, in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for

the Degree of Master of Artsin English

By
Govinda Rg) Joshi

T.U. Regd. No.: 6-2-329-88-2004

May 2011



Tribhuvan University
Department of English

Ratna Rajya Laxmi Campus, Kathmandu

Letter of Approval

Thisthesis entitled Jour ney from Physical to Spiritual World in R. K.
Narayan’s The Guide submitted to the Department of English, Ratna Rajya Laxmi
Campus, Tribhuvan University by Mr. Govinda Ra Joshi has been approved by the

undersigned members of research committee.

Assc. Prof. Rudra Paudel

Supervisor

External Examiner

Assc. Prof. Rudra Paudel
Head, Department of English

Date:



Acknowledgements

Many hands have contributed in the various ways toward its devel opment. |
would like to take this opportunity to thank some of those personalities who have
made this task possible.

First and foremost, | would like to express my deepest respect and gratitude to
my supervisor Rudra Paudel, Associate Professor and Head of English Department at
R. R. Campus, Kathmandu, for his perennia support and encouragement during the
process of providing concrete shape to my thoughts.

| am very much thankful to my friends- Umesh Singh Saud and Keshav Raj
Pant for their kind cooperation for its completion. Last but not the least, | am aso
thankful to my parents and other family members who did needful help to go on with

my study.

May 2011 Govinda Ra) Joshi



Abstract

Thisresearch is an attempt to show Raju’s journey from physical to spiritual
world on the basis of the text The Guide by R. K. Narayan. Spiritualism is commonly
understood as the practice of the religion. It occursin the environment of
competitiveness, hatred, self promotion, material prosperity and usurpation of
authorities. Spirituality in anarrow sense, concerns itself with the matter of spirit.
This concept is closdly tied to religious belief and faith, atranscend redlity. In awide
sense, spiritual matters are those matters which are related to human kind's ultimate
nature and purpose. It is the subject which is perceived to be beyond both time and
material world.

Raju, being the historical Swami, lacks the metaphysical spirit or power. So,
therefore he has to terminate his fasting quicker than it was planned. Because of his
bodily requirements, Raju requires food and all other things as everyman requires. At

last Swami takes fasting because of the belief of villagers.
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