TRIBHUVAN UNIVERSITY

Faculty of Humanities and Socia Science

Du Bosian Double Consciousness in Morrison’s The Bluest Eye and Ellison’s Invisible Man

A Thesis submitted to
Central Department of English, Tribhuvan University
In partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of

Master of Philosophy in English

By
Til Prasad Poudel
Central Department of English
University Campus, Kirtipur
Kathmandu, Nepal

August 2010



Tribhuban University
Central Department of English
Kirtipur, Nepal
The thesis entitled Du Bosian Double Consciousness in Morrison’s The Bluest Eye and Ellison’s
Invisible Man submitted to the Central Department of English, Tribhuvan University by Til

Prasad Poudel has been approved by the undersigned members of the Research Committee.

Research Committee Members:

Internal Examiner

External Examiner

Head
Central Department of English

T.U. Kirtipur, Nepa

D1 (T



Acknowledgements

The present research work owes much to the scholarly guidance and encouragement from my
respected Guru Dr. Sanjeev Upreti, Associate Professor of Central Department of English,
Tribhuvan University. My sincerest gratitude goes to him for going through the thesis in detail
and correcting my errors. | give recognition and enduring thanks to him, and | shall always
remember and appreciate how freely he shared histime.

Along with this, | would like to express my gratitude to Dr. Amma Raj Joshi, Head of
Central Department of English and Dr. Beerendra Pandey, Coordinator of M.Phil. Program for
granting me achanceto carry out this research work. In addition, | am highly indebted to my
respected teacher Dr Shiva Rijal for providing me constructive guidelines. | am also grateful to
all other teachers who in one way or the other helped me alot in the present endeavour.

My special thanks are due to my wife Tika Kumari Poudel, my son Ashish Poudel for
their constant help and motivation in carrying out this work.Finally, yet importantly, | would like
to express my deep love to my nephew Madha Gaudel for typing this thesis, and respected

brother Yam Prasad Poudel for strengthening me to successfully step on this stage .



ABSTRACT

Double consciousness, defined by Du Bois as the African American's sense of always looking at
himself through the eyes of White Americans, is examined in the present thesis, in the light of
two African-American novels; Ralph Ellison's Invisible Man and Toni Morrison's The Bluest
Eye. The locus of the research is that double consciousnessisindeed a source of frustration for a
large number of the fictional characters, but that it doesn't always result in frustration and
alienation. Thisis dueto the fact that some of the protagonists are not only capable of
minimizing the anxieties that double consciousness sometimes produces, but of avoiding them
altogether.Toni Morrison’s The Bluest Eye calls attention to the media and American standards
of beauty as factors that create a sense of twoness among African-Americans who see themselves
asamark of ugliness and abnormality. In Ralph Ellison’s Invisible Man, the protagonist’s quest
to make American way, and his growing identification with his community, reveal double

consciousness as a desire to transcend a state of liminality and achieve union in community.
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