uonelo|dx3 [enxas S,UsWOAA JO ApMS V :URIPLIBIN

upued npu

800¢

TRIBHUVAN UNIVERSITY

Meridian: A Study of Women’s Sexual Exploitation

A Thesis Submitted to the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences
in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the Degree of

Master of Arts in English

By

Indu Pandit

Central Department of English
Kritipur, Kathmandu

December 2008



Tribhuvan University

Central Department of English

Letter of Recommendation

Mrs. Indu Pandit has completed her thesis entitled “Meridian: A Study of Women’s
Sexual Exploitation” under my supervision. She carried out her research from May to

December 2008. | hereby recommend her thesis to submit for vivavoce.

Supervisor

Bijay Kumar Rauniyar
Lecturer

Central Department of English
Tribhuvan University

2" December 2008



Tribhuvan University

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

Approval Letter

Thisthesis submitted to Central Department of English Tribhuvan University, by
Indu Pandit, titled “Meridian: A Study of Women’s Sexual Exploitation™ has been

approved by the undersigned members of the Research Committee.

Members of research committee:

Internal Examiner

External Examiner

Head

Central Department of English

Date:



Acknowledgements

| would like to express sincere gratitude to my supervisor Mr. Bijay Kumar
Rauniyar, Lecturer, Central Department of English, Tribhuvan University, whose
instruction, suggestions, and inspiration made it possible to complete thisthesisin the

present form.

| am aso grateful to Dr. Krishna Chandra Sharma, Head, Central Department of

English, for granting me an opportunity to carry out the research.

My heartfelt thanks go to Mr. Badri Acharya, Lecturer for the innovative writing
instructions and inspirations while writing thisthesis. | am equally thankful to my
respectful teachers Dr. Arun Gupto and Dr. Sanjiv Uprety who directly or indirectly
guided me in my pursuit. | am also indebted to the Central Library of T.U. for making

available all necessary materials.

At last my hearty gratitude goes to my parents and my husband for their

inspiration and care to make me walk along the academic course.

December 2008

Indu Pandit



Abstract

Meridian traces the moral and psychological development of Walker’s title
character, Meridian Hill. Born into a middle-class southern black family, Meridian is
taught to accept the racist and sexist status of the 1950°s. She is not encouraged to
guestion the sexist traditions, or her own sexual exploitation- al of which deny her
autonomy. Such bitter experiences teach Meridian to be the audacious and courageous
African American woman. Sheis seen constantly in the process of defining herself
against male dominated society. She tries to break the white racist construction of

superiority, black male’s rapist mind and white female superiority.
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