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Abstract

This thesis entitle Influence of First Language in English Pronunciation in

Tharu learners was an attempt to identify the interference of Tharu language on the

pronunciation of English words to Tharu learners. I collected the data using both

primary and secondary sources. The sample population of the study consisted of 40

students of class ten. I took a test consisting of 70 different types of words to collected

primary data. I used the simple random sampling procedure for sample the population.

After the analysis of the data, I found that there were positive as well as negative

interference of Tharu language in learning in English language. Tharu language sound

such as /p/, /t/, /k/, /b/, /d/, /g/, /m/, /n/, /ŋ/, /ʧ/, /s/, /r/, /j/, /w/, facilitated to the

acquisition of second language sound. Maximum students felt difficulty in

pronouncing labio dental sounds /f/ as well as /v/ and dental sounds /θ/ and /ð/,

because there are not labio dental and dental sounds in Tharu language. That’s why

there is negative impact on acquisition of second language sound in dental and labio

dental sound. All students pronounced sound /ʃ/ as /s/ and voiced sound /h/ as

voiceless. Sound /z/ is pronounced in different ways as /z/, /ʤ/, /ʒ/ because of lack of

exposure. And maximum students pronounced rhotic sound /r/ after vowel. According

to GA (General American), it is accepted but the text items were analyzed and

explained based on British Dictionary.

This thesis consists of five chapters. Chapter one deals with introduction. It

consists of background of the study, statement of the problem, objectives of the study,

research questions, significance of the study, delimitations of the study and

operational definition key terms. Chapter two deals with review of the theoretical

literature, introduction to Tharu language and their community, review of empirical

literature, implication of the literature and conceptual framework. Chapter three deals

the design and methods of the study population, sample and sampling strategies,

source of data, data collection procedures data analysis and interpretation procedures

and ethical considerations. Chapter four deal with analysis of data and interpretation

of the result and summary of findings. The last chapter deals conclusion,

recommendations, references and appendices.



Table of contents

Declaration i

Recommendation for Acceptance ii

Recommendation for Evaluation iii

Evaluation and Approval iv

Dedication v

acknowledgement vi

Abstract vii

Table of Contents viii

List of Abbreviation ix

List of Table x

List of Figure xiii

Chapter I: Introduction 1-4

Background of the Study 1

Statement of the Problem 2

Objectives of the Study 3

Research Questions 4

Significance of the Study 4

Delimitation of the Study 4

Operational Definition of the Key Terms 4

Chapter II: Review of Related Literature and Conceptual Framework 6-28

Review of Related Theoretical Literature 6

Linguistic Situation of Nepal 6

Indo- Aryan Group 6

Sino- Tibetan Group 7

Dravidian Group 8

English Pronunciation 9

Feature/ Aspect of Pronunciation 9

Factor Affecting Pronunciation 14

Introduction to Tharu language and their Community 15

Phonology of Tharu Language 16

Contrastive Analysis 16



Review of Empirical Literature 19

Implications of the Review for the Study 22

Conceptual Framework 24

Chapter III: Method and Procedure of the Study 25-28

Design and Method of the study 25

Population, Sample and Sampling Strategies 27

Data Collection Tools and Techniques 27

Source of Data 27

Primary Sources 27

Secondary Sources 27

Data Collection Procedures 27

Data Analysis and Interpretation 28

Ethical Consideration 28

Chapter IV: Analysis and Interpretation of Result 29- 63

Analysis of Data and Interpretation of Results

Chapter V:  Findings Conclusion and Recommendations 64-68

Findings 64

Conclusion 66

Recommendations 67

Policy related 67

Practice related 68

Further Research related 68

References

Appendix



List of Table

Table no. Title Page no.

1. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'Actual' 29

2. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'Happy' 30

3. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word ' Go' 30

4. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'Cup Board' 31

5. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word' Bad Blood' 31

6. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'Ladder' 32

7. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'Mosquito' 32

8. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word ' Autumn' 33

9. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'Pneumonia' 33

10. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'Think' 34

11. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'This' 34

12. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'Breath Test' 35

13. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'Take off ' 35

14. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'Health' 36

15. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word ' Useful' 36

16. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word ' Family' 37

17. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'Relation' 37

18. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'Serious' 38

19. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'Honour' 38

20. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'Interesting' 39

21. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'Later on' 39

22. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'At Last' 40

23. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'challenge' 40

24. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'Of Course' 41

25. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'Forgot' 41



26. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'Thrill' 42

27. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'Director' 42

28. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'Language' 43

29. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'Perfect' 43

30. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'In fact' 44

31. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'Here and There' 44

32. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'Nothing' 45

33. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'Important' 45

34. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'Exercise' 46

35. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'Frequently' 46

36. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'Cheese' 47

37. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'Marriage' 47

38. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'Motion' 48

39. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'Sugar' 48

40. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'Picture' 49

41. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word ' Suggest' 49

42. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'Island' 50

43. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'window' 50

44. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'please' 51

45. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'Danger' 51

46. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'Tension' 52

47. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'Fantastic' 52

48. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'Then Again' 53

49. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'They're' 53

50 Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'Thank You' 54

51. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'Very Good' 54

52. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'Today' 55



53. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'Festival' 55

54. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'Climate' 56

55. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'Received' 56

56. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'National' 57

57. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'Though' 57

58. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'Thought' 58

59. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'Lucky' 58

60. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'Surprise' 59

61. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'Village' 59

62. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'Fast' 60

63. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'Morning' 60

64. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'Five' 61

65. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'Three' 61

66. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'Virtue' 62

67. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'Very' 62

68. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'Eight' 63

69. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'They' 63

70. Students' Actual pronunciation of the word 'Tooth' 64



List of Figure

Figure no. Title Page no.

1. Endo- European Language 6

2. Sino- Tibetan Language 7

3. Dravidian Language 8

4. Position of English Language in the Vowel Quadrilateral 9

5. English Diphthong 10

6. Table of English Consonant Sound 11

7. Conceptual Framework 24



List of Abbreviation

BBC : British Broadcasting Corporation

CBS : Central Bureau of Statistics

CUP : Cambridge University Press

Dr. : Doctor

e.g. : For Example

GA : General American

L1 : First Language

L2 : Second Language

M.Ed : Master of Education

NELTA : Nepali English Language Teacher's Association

No. : Number

OUP : Oxford University Press

p. : Page

Prof. : Professor

Reg. : Registration

SLA : Second Language Acquisition

SN : Serial Number

T.U : Tribhuvan University

UK. : United Kingdom

USA : United State of America

VDC : Village Development Committee

% : Percentage


