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ABSTRACT

This thesis entitled “Subject-Verb Agreement in English and Dhimal” accounts
for the subject-verb agreement system in the Dhimal language to compare and
contrast with that of the English language and to suggest some pedagogical
implications on the basis of the findings derived from the study. The data were
collected from the forty native speakers of the Dhimal language. The researcher

concluded that the Dhimal verbs agree with tense, aspect, person and number.

This research study contains four chapters. The first chapter deals with the
background about the thesis. This chapter contains status of the English
language and linguistic scenario in Nepal. This chapter also includes a brief
introduction to the Dhimal language, its dialectal varieties, an introduction to
CA, some rules of the subject-verb agreement in the English language. In
addition, the related literatures, objectives of the study, significance of the
study and definitions of the related terms have also been included in the
chapter. The second chapter states the procedures adopted for collecting data,
sources of data, population of the study and the limitations of the study.
Similarly, the third chapter contains the analysis, interpretation and
presentation of the data. In this chapter, the subject-verb agreement systems of
both the languages have been compared and contrasted in terms of the
similarities and differences observed. The findings and some pedagogical

implications of the study have been listed in the last chapter.



TABLE OF CONTENTS

DECLRATION

RECOMMENDATION FOR ACCEPTANCE
RECOMMENDATION FOR EVALUATION
EVALUATION AND APPROVAL
DEDICATION

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

ABSTRACT

TABLE OF CONTENTS

LIST OF TABLES

LIST OF DIAGRAMS

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS AND SYMBOLS

CHAPTER-ONE: INTRODUCTION
1.1 Genera Background
1.1.1  Status of the English Language in Nepal
1.1.2  Linguistic Scenario of Nepal
1.1.2.1 Indo-Aryan Language Spoken in Nepal
1.1.2.2 Tibeto-Burman Group
1.1.2.3 Dravidian Group
1.1.2.4 Austro-Asiatic Group
1.1.3  AnIntroduction to the Dhimal Language
1.1.3.1 Varieties of the Dhimal Language
1.1.4  Importance of Grammar
1.1.5 Subject-Verb Agreement
1.1.6 Contrastive Anaysis (CA): An Overview
1.2 Review of Related Literature
1.3 Objectives of the Study
1.4 Significance of the Study

Xi

Pages

viii

Xii
Xiii

Xiv

o
© N A DM DM DM WO®N PR
[

-
© © o h L O



1.5 Definitions of the Difficult Terms

CHAPTER-TWO: METHODOLOGY
2.1 Sourcesof Data

2.2
2.3
2.4
2.5
2.6

2.1.1  Primary Sources of Data
2.1.2 Secondary Sources of Data
Population of the Study

Sampling Procedure

Tools for Data Collection

Process of Data Collection
Limitations of the Study

CHAPTER-THREE: ANALYSISAND INTERPRETATION
3.1 TheDhima Subject-Verb Agreement in Terms of Person

3.2
3.3

34

and Number

3.1.1 First Person Singular Subject and Verb Agreement
3.1.2 First Person Dual Subject and Verb Agreement

3.1.3  First Person Plural Subject and Verb Agreement
3.1.4  Second Person Singular Subject and Verb Agreement
3.1.5 Second Person Dual Subject and Verb Agreement
3.1.6  Second Person Plural Subject and Verb Agreement
3.1.7 Third Person Singular Subject and Verb Agreement
3.1.8 Third Person Dual Subject and Verb Agreement
3.1.9 Third Person Plural Subject and Verb Agreement

The Dhimal Subject-Verb Agreement in Terms of Gender
The Dhimal Subject-Verb Agreement with Correlatives
and, Arithmetical Operation

The Dhimal Subject-Verb Agreement in Terms of Tense

and Aspect
34.1 Simple Aspect
34.2 Perfect Aspect

Xii

20

22-23
22
22
22
22
22
23
23
23

24-64

24
24
25
25
26
26
27
27
28
28
29

30

31

31
37



3.4.3 Progressive Aspect
3.4.4 Perfect Progressive Aspect
3.5 TheDhima Verb-Agreement in Terms of Object
3.6 Similarities Between the Dhimal and English
Subject-Verb Agreement
3.7 Differences Between the Dhimal and English Subject-Verb

Agreement

CHAPTER FOUR: FINDINGSAND RECOMMENDATIONS
4.1 Findings
4.1.1 The Dhimal Subject-Verb Agreement
4.1.2 The Similarities Between the Dhimal and English
Subject-Verb Agreement
4.1.3 The Differences Between the Dhimal and English
Subject-Verb Agreement
4.2 Recommendations
References

Appendices

Xiii

51
51

52

56

65-70

65

65

66

67
68



LIST OF TABLES

Pages
TableNo.1 Person and Number System of the Dhimal Language 29
TableNo. 2 Subject-Verb Agreement in the Simple Aspect of

Present Tense 33
TableNo. 3 Subject-Verb Agreement in the Simple Aspect of

Past Tense 35
TableNo. 4 Subject-Verb Agreement in the Simple Aspect

of Future Tense 37
TableNo.5 Subject-Verb Agreement in the Prefect Aspect

of Present Tense 39

Table No. 6 Subject-Verb Agreement in Perfect Aspect of Past Tense 42
TableNo. 7 Subject-Verb Agreement in Perfect Aspect

of Future Tense 44
TableNo. 8 Subject-Verb Agreement in Progressive Aspect

of Present Tense 46
TableNo.9 Subject-Verb Agreement in the Progressive Aspect

of Past Tense 48
Table No. 10 Subject-Verb Agreement in the Progressive Aspect

of Future Tense 58
Table No. 11 Structures of the Dhimal and English Sentences
Table No. 12 The Number System in Both the Dhimal

and English Languages 59
Table No. 13 Verb Agreement with Second Person Pronouns
in the Dhimal and English Language 61

Table No. 14 Verb Agreement with Third Person Pronounsin
the Dhimal and English Language 62

Xiv



LIST OF DIAGRAMS

Diagram No. 1 Indo-European Languages
Diagram No. 2 Sino-Tibetan Languages
Diagram No. 3 Austro-Asiatic Languages
Diagram No. 4 Dravidian Languages

XV

Pages

N~ N o



ABBREVIATIONSAND SYMBOLS

an - Animate

App - Appendix

aux - Auxiliary

CA - Contrastive Analysis
dl obj - Dual object

d - Dual number

F - Feminine

fut - Future tense

l.e. - That isto say
inan - Inanimate

L, - First Language
L, - Second language
loc - Locative

M - Masculine

N - Noun

O - Object

perf - Perfective aspect
ph - Past habit

pl obj - Plural object

pl - Plural number

XVi



pres - Present tense

prog - Progressive aspect

pst - Past tense

S - Subject

sg - Singular number

sm - Simple aspect

st - State

TU - Tribhuvan University

UNESCO - United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization

\Y - Verb

1% - First person

2" - Second

3 - Third person

/ - or

7] - Null

Xvii



