TRIBHUVAN UNIVERSITY

Critique of Capitalism in Paulo Coelho’s The Winner Stands Alone

A Thesis Submitted to the Central Department of English in Partial
Fulfillment of the Requirementsfor the Degree of Master of Artsin

English

By

Om Prakash Paudd

University Campus
Kirtipur, Kathmandu

April 2013



TRIBHUVAN UNIVERSITY
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

Central Department of English

Letter of Recommendation

Thisthesis entitled Critique of Capitalism in Paulo Coelho’s The Winner
Stands Alone submitted to the Central Department of English Tribhuvan
University by Om Prakash Paudel has been completed successfully. He carried
out this research from May 2011 to April 29, 2013 and recommended to the

members of the research committee for the vivavoce.

TaralLal Shrestha, PhD

Thesis Supervisor



TRIBHUVAN UNIVERSITY
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

Central Department of English
Letter of Approval
Thisthesis entitled Critique of Capitalism in Paulo Coelho’s The Winner
Stands Alone submitted to the Central Department of English Tribhuvan University
by Om Prakash Paudel has been approved by the undersigned members of the
research committee.

Members of the Research Committee

| nternal Examiner

External Examiner

Head

Central Department of English



Acknowledgements

First of dl, I am very much thankful to my thesis supervisor TaraLa
Sherestha lecturer of the Central Department of English, TU, for bringing this
dissertation into this form. It would be impossible to compl ete this dissertation
without his constant encouragement and support from the beginning to the end. |
found him as one of the most cooperative supervisors.

| would like to express my sincere gratitude to Dr. Ammar Ra Joshi, Head of
the Central Department of English, T.U., for his help in allowing me to conduct
research in this interesting topic, which helped me with constructive feedbacks for
completing this research in this form.

Similarly, | am indebted to all the respected teachers of the Central
Department of English, for their support, intellectual encouragement and continuous
inspirations.

Lastly, I would like to dedicate this thesis to my most respected, loving and
inspiring parents, whose love, care and inspiration are always guiding me towards the
world of the academia and they are always in my reminiscence with full of respect.
Likewise, | am really very much grateful to my friends for their moral support and
contribution of all kind, which cannot be expressed in few words.

Om Prakash Paudel



Abstract

Thisisthe era of both the triumphalism as well as crisis of capitalism. The
phony worlds of capitalist culture and obsessed passion of the modern people have
produced a lot of evils in the contemporary society. Paulo Coelho’s The Winner
Stands Alone depicts the dark sides of the consumerist culture through the exploration
of the underbelly of celebrity culture, where people are servile to the evil influence of
capitalism. The protagonist Igor is the representative character of this plight. Heis
obsessed to regain hislost love, his ex-wife Ewaand commits series of crimes. Even
after murdering many innocent people, he gets failed to achieve his goal. While trying
to return her back to home, he even kills her and her lover aswell and at the end
remains nothing of hisown. Hence, Marx’s critique of capitalism seems more relevant

at thistime as Terry Eagleton claimsin his latest book Why Marx Was Right.
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