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ABSTRACT

This is a research study entitled ‘Action Verbs in Maithili and English’. This thesis
attempts to compare and contrast the action verbs in Maithili and English. The
tools used in this study were a set of questionnaire and the data were collected
from primary and secondary sources. The native speakers of Maithili languagein
Laukahi, Narsingh, Bhokraha VDCs and Inaruwa Municipality of Sunsari district
were the primary sources of data and different books, journals, papers, magazines
and theses were used as the secondary sources of data. The sample population was
80 native speakers of Maithili language who would speak and write English as
well. The researcher used the judgmental sampling procedure to sample the
population. The questionnaire consisted of 80 action verbs in English. The set was
given to the sample population to write the equivalent Maithili action verbs for
them. After collecting the responses, the verbs were tabulated and compared.
Again, the detailed analysis of the native speakers’ response was made and,
accordingly findings and conclusions were presented. The analysis and
Interpretation of the data has been done descriptively. Differences and some other
relevant facts have been presented in tables the major findings of this research are
that both (English and Maithili) action verbs have the same definition and
classifications but Maithili action verbs have only— ab or — a affixes at last

whereas, English action verbs have different.

Thisthesis includes four chapters. Chapter one discusses the introduction part i.e.
general background, review of the related literature, objectives of the study and
significance of the study. Chapter two deals with the methodology of the study. It
encompasses sources of data, sampling procedure, research tools, process of data



collection and limitations of the study. Chapter three includes the analysis and
interpretation of the data. Chapter four consists of findings, recommendations and
pedagogical implications of the study. The major findings of the research study are
listed and finally some pedagogical implications are pointed out.
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Definition of the Specific Terms
Equivalent: Equal in value, amount, meaning, importance etc.

Honorific: Indicating respect for the person being addressed, especially in oriental

languages.

Affix: A letter or group of letters added to the beginning or the end of aword to

changes it’s meaning or the way it is used.

I nflection: The changing of aword form or word ending to show its grammatical

faction.

Ethnic: Belonging to the specified country or area by birth or family history rather
than by nationality.

Native speaker: A person who speaks alanguage as ther first language and not

learned it as aforeign language.

Lingua franca: A shared language of communication used by people who main

languages are different.

Mother tongue: The language that we first learn to speak when we are a child or

the learner’s first language

Derivation : The development or origin esp of words; the process of being derived

from something.



