
Tribhuvan University

Economic Panic: Reading Bram Stoker’s Dracula

A Thesis Submitted to the Central Department of English

in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the Degree of

Master of Arts in English

By

Khem Raj Wasti

Central Department of English

Kirtipur, Kathmandu

April 2010



Tribhuvan University

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

Letter of Recommendation

Mr. Khem Raj Wasti has completed his thesis entitled " Economic Panic: Reading

Bram Stoker’s Dracula" under my supervision. He carried out his research from 1st

July, 2009. He consulted me time and again. I hereby recommend his thesis be

submitted for Viva Voce.

Name: Dr. Shiva Rijal

Thesis Supervisor



Tribhuvan University

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

Letter of Approval

This thesis submitted to Central Department of English, Tribhuvan University

by Mr. Khem Raj Wasti entitled "Economic Panic: Reading Bram Stoker’s Dracula"

has been approved by undersigned members of the Research Committee.

Members of Research Committee

Internal Examiner

External Examiner

Head, -

Central Department of English

Tribhuvan University

Date:

Kirtipur, Kathmandu



Acknowledgements

My sincere gratitude and heartfelt indebtedness goes to lecturer Dr. Shiva

Rijal at Central Department of English, Tribhuvan University who made the otherwise

impossible task an easy one by providing me valuable materials and suggestions and

thus built stairs of hope and confidence by which I was able to complete this task.

I am, indeed, indebted to Prof. Dr. Krishna Chandra Sharma who encouraged

me both directly and indirectly and anticipated the completion of this work. My

heartfelt gratitude is also extended to Associate Prof. Dr. Beerendra Pandey, the

scholarly personality who, time and again, energized me with enthusiasm in order to

ease my otherwise impossible task.

Finally, I am very much obliged to Sitaram Chaulagain, Bishwor Singh Rai

and my very cooperative friend Prakash Poudel whose enthusiastic cooperation and

helpful suggestions made this task easier to complete more quickly and effectively. I

am indebted to my respected teacher Mr Rmesh Thapa and my friend Mr Ram Nath

Shah for their support. My parents Mr Chet Nath Wasti and Mrs. Narbada Wasti are

heartily thanked due to their moral, intellectual and economic support in the

completion of this work. I can’t help expressing sincere thanks to Mr. Kamal and Hari

for their fair typing. My sincere gratitude goes to those who wish my success in my

educational career.

April 2010 Khem Raj Wasti

Kirtipur, Kathmandu.



Abstract

A late Victorian novel, Dracula bears some ethos of that period. Though

Dracula is mainly a story about vampires, after a careful reading it is possible to

argue that the economic panic of the Victorian society is embodied in Stoker’s text.

The Victorian society is presented as in a continuous battle with the foreign

investments and the shifting of the power of economy from their hand i.e. the

proletariat to the invaders like Dracula i.e. bourgeois. The Victorian society is shown

struggling in the face of Capitalism. With the rise of capitalism and the concomitant

demise of the household as the center of the economy, the subject became fragmented

and compartmentalized, a self haunted at home as well as at work. Capitalist

compartmentalization produced haunting of psychic superstructure of the Victorian

society.
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