Tribhuvan University

The Heroines’ Ambivalence in The Bostonians and Tar Baby

A Thesis
Submitted to the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences
in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the Degree of

Master of Arts in English

By
Anita Pokhrel
Class Roll no: 098/066
T. U. Regd. No: 6-2-295-5-2005

Exam Roll No: 480298

Department of English
Prithvi Narayan Campus, Pokhara

April, 2014



TRIBHUVAN UNIVERSITY
Faculty of Humanities and Social Science

Department of English

Supervisor’s Recommendation

This is to certify that Mrs. Anita Pokhrel with class Roll no 98-066, Exam Roll
n0.480298 and T.U. Reg. No. 6-2-295-5-2005 has completed this thesis entitled “The
Heroines” Ambivalence in The Bostonians and Tar Baby” under my supervision,
following the format as specified by the Research committee, Department of English,
Prithvi Narayan Campus, Pokhara. | hereby recommend her thesis be submitted to the

Research Committee for viva voce.

Supervisor
Dr. Dhruba Karki
Reader
Department of English
Prithvi Narayan Campus,
Pokhara

April 2014



TRIBHUVAN UNIVERSITY

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

Approval Sheet

This thesis entitled “The Heroines” Ambivalence in The Bostonians and Tar Baby ”
submitted to the Department of English, Prithvi Narayan Campus, Pokhara by Mrs.
Anita Pokhrel has been approved by the undersigned members of the Research

Committee.

Members of the Research Committee:

Head
------------------------------ Department of English
Prithvi Narayan Campus,

Pokhara

Date:




Acknowledgements

I am highly indebted to my respected supervisor Dr. Dhurba Karki, associate
professor, at the Department of English, Prithvi Narayan Campus, Pokhara, for his
scholarly guidance, suggestions and inspirations to bring this research into this form.
Without his continuous supervision and intellectual guidance, this research work
would never have been into the present form. So, | express my sincere gratitude to
him.

| am grateful and indebted to Rajendra Prasad Tiwari, Head, Department of
English, Prithvi Narayan Campus Pokhara, for the approval of this research work in
its present shape.

Similarly, I would also like to express my sincere thanks to my respected
teachers Mr. Prakash Gautam, Mr. Bishworaj Adhikari, Mr. Homnath Sharma and all
the other teachers in my department for helping me in different ways to complete this
dissertation.

I cannot help remembering my parents Govinda Pokhrel and Radha Devi
Pokhrel for their continuous encouragement, support, co-operation and blessings. I am
equally grateful to my husband Hari Regmi and my dear daughter Bidushi Regmi for
their support and inspiration.
| am equally thankful to my friends Bhawana, Laxmi, Padma, Sabita and Ranju and
my brothers and sister who have directly and indirectly helped me to bring the present

research into its complete form.

April 2014 Anita Pokhrel



Abstract

This research aims at delving into the concept of cultural ambivalence in The
Bostonians and Tar Baby. Produced in two different epochs of history, these two
American novels examine the consciousness of female protagonists as shaped by their
birth, education, experience, exposure and the socio-political milieu of their time.
This research comparatively tries to explore what factors lead to the feeling of
ambivalence in the characters and how they adapt themselves to the process. In
essence, this study gives an appraisal on how natural impulses along with social

factors can be the catalysts in shaping the human consciousness.
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