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Chapter I

Autistic Savant as a Social Object: An Introduction
This research entitled “Disability as a Social Construct in Levinson’s Rain Man” delves into the problem of an autistic savant and erroneous doing by physically normal people. The project anchors on the problem and a difficulty faced by disable in the normal bodied’s society. The whole project revolves around Raymond Babbit, an autistic savant who has exceptional talents in mathematical calculations and has strong memory power for remembering date and time. Raymond is stigmatized by a disease which makes him different from others. He is not able to meet the criteria formed by the so called ‘normal’ society. These differences function as stigma. This study analyses the social makeup which is a complex phenomenon in American society where the disabled are taken as the packet of anxieties. It further studies the ideas of society which always undermines the weirdness of a person having autism. This study aims at scrutinizing the power of normalcy which is the heart of cultural production.

Charlie Babbit, a monetary Californian man who always seems keen on fulfilling his American dream, reveals the truth about the existence of his elder brother. After the death of his father, Charlie gets only a 1949 Buick Road master and bushes of roses whereas 3 million dollars were inherited to an undisclosed institution. Charlie, then, runs towards his hometown at Cincinnati to find who the party was and discovers Raymond Babbit; his elder brother inherits a huge amount of money which Charlie always wished to get. Charlie deliberately “borrows” his brother from the institution in the hope of the property. Raymond is not properly treated throughout the movie. Charlie verbally and psychologically exploits Raymond.

Regardless of constant difficulties faced by Raymond, an autistic savant, he is in quest of living a normal life as he desired to.  Raymond takes things literally because he does not comprehend the underlying meaning. Raymond is able to commit to recall the details, addition, subtraction, multiplication and divide but is incapable of functioning as normal human being. Independency, identity and self- reliance seems only is applied to the normal bodied since an opportunist hustler uses his own brother’s disability in earning money.

Barry Levinson’s Rain Man deals with the perception of normal people towards disabled in American society. In American community, normal people do not care about the differently able people rather treat them as undesirable or unfit. It is, thus, a social categorization that legitimizes the negatives because differences are highlighted than similarity. In the movie, Raymond is stigmatized because of his illness.  The disabled is being neglected as their identity is concerned. In other word, society denies the agency of disabled people. The movie Rain Man explores the ideology of American society on disabled. The focal ideology of American society is the perception that disability is the identity itself, a ‘wounded self image’ which is nonetheless the matter of pride. Raymond is curbed into an institution by his father when he was in additional need of family bond and affection. Correspondingly, Charlie, a normal son is well taken care of. This show the disabled are denied of their agency. More importantly, their uniqueness and distinctiveness are excluded.
The movie is about a person having autism who has been kept in a care house by his parents for years since they feel his disability is harming his brother Charlie. Raymond is departed from his own habitat when he was a child, in the time he was in superfluous need of affection, care as well as consciousness. Here Raymond’s individuality is debarred. Normal world is so self-centered they even do not see the worth of their own family component. American society is money oriented to much extend than having emotional bondage.
Moreover, the American culture does not treat the disabled as unfit but it is money minded mentality that discriminates and constructs the role of physically able as well as the disabled. The disabled are supposed to be the mere bodies that are not able to take any stand. In the movie, when Charlie finds his brother’s extraordinary talents, he, without delay starts showing his fake affection towards Raymond and uses him. In the beginning of the movie, the agent of American world is on verge of bankruptcy, which has lost all his money in his car business and is in need of money. At the same time he finds his father died leaving huge amount of money to a trust where his disable brother is confined. He suddenly goes to the institution and tempts his brother to go with him in the hope of money. When they start living together, Charlie frequently shows annoyance to his autistic brother which could have harmed this mental state as well as physically. Raymond is frightened by alteration and adheres to strict routines, for example he continuously repeats the ‘who is on first?’ Except when he is distress, he shows little touching expression and avoids eye contact. He demands regular food, rooms, dresses but Charlie does not recognize these emotional needs and misbehaves him since he has to face idiosyncrasies. Despite the fact that he is preoccupied by self, possessed by routine and controlled by strange anxieties, he is also capable of powers of brilliance.
  Raymond’s violent and aggressive behaviours while flying on a plane or to doing anything outside his conventional behavior also did not force Charlie to interact intensely and intimately. Rather he becomes furious. After causing the toaster to make smoke alarm buzz and after finding the kitchen door chain locked, Raymond panics because this is what his reaction is after everything unwanted happens. He also panics when his brother hugs him since Raymond does not have understanding of emotional and physical relationships. Later, Raymond displays fundamental affection, love and bond to his brother as well as he reminiscences about Las Vegas days, after he is treated well and given sufficient affection and love. 
 Raymond Babbit in the text is suffering from a type of disability which is mental disorder caused by Asperser’s syndrome, a form of high functioning autism. Asperser’s syndrome as Dr. Moon describes:
It’s a developmental disorder that affects the way information is processed in the brain, and it’s considered to fall at the upper end of autism spectrum. People with Asperser’s are often very intelligent and very competent – in this, they differ from profoundly autistic children, who cannot communicate at all – but they have crippling disabilities in the area of social interaction. (532)

Raymond is shown a super cool revolutionary man. Through his awkward demands he is trying to revolt against this unfairness between normalcies and disable in American society. When Charlie takes him to a doctor, doctor finds his mental abilities for calculations. Doctor doubting him with autistic asks Raymond if he has heard about autism. Raymond replies “yes”. Doctor again asks if he knows what autistic is. Raymond again replies “yes”. When doctor asks him: “Are you autistic?” He replies: “I don’t think so” and says “definitely not” (1:03:41).  This shows he is conscious about his mental health. Despite his tries to search his identity Raymond is a failure as American world denies disable’s identity through different medium. Charlie is in speed to grow money. As he reveals his brother is an expert mathematician takes him to a game table. Charlie misuses his extraordinary talent to earn money on the other hand denies his demands. Charlie forces him to involve in sexual activities when they go for gaming at a casino. Raymond cannot understand these activities. On the other hand, Charlie teaches him dance steps to be danced with a prostitute. Raymond being unaware about normal world shows inflexible daily routines and is misbehaved by the prostitute also. Charlie being haunted by ‘symbolic conservative mind’ goes on exploiting his autistic brother. As Kirk Russell claims: 
In nature, obviously, men are unequal: unequal in mind, in body, in energies, in every material circumstance. The less civilized a society and the more generally will and appetite prevails unchecked, the less equal is the position of individual.  Equality is the product of art, not of nature; and if social leveling is carried so far as to obliterate order and class . . . Majority rule is no more a natural right than is equality. (58-59) 
This seems true in Raymond’s case. He is taken as unequal part of the society and his individuality is restricted.  
This movie (drama) is all about the journey in a road trip towards self discovery. Self discovery for Charlie goes in the ending through the realization of love for his brother. But for Raymond the situation is different. Raymond cannot recognize his real self, his emotions, his desires rather is obliged to regularity. When Charlie meets with Dr. Bruner, he gets offer with $ 250,000 to walk away from Raymond. Charlie is not angry with his father for not giving him anything but wants to be with brother. At a meeting with a court-appointed psychiatrist, Raymond is shown to be unable to decide for himself what he wants. Charlie stops the questioning and tells Raymond he is happy to have him as his brother. Here, Raymond is presented as a medium for Charlie’s realization and self discovery. Raymond becomes emotional in course of time which shows there is an emotional being within him. This movie presents a normal bodied as the hero and a person with different trait is shown as isolated medium. As Candis Callison agrees in his paper that filmmakers highlight whatever they wish to emphasize:
The role of the filmmaker can either assist in the process of discovering/revealing truth or detract from it . . . In case of direct cinema, truth is what steps in front of the camera and what the filmmaker chooses to highlight. Documentary is rarely the matter of pure observation, however within both methods, there lays an opportunity for revelation even if mediated to greater or lesser degrees by both the camera and the filmmaker. (5)

It means the reality in the world is shown through the broadcasting media like movie. Here, in the movie to society has constructed various images of cognitive impairments and are described as disabled.

The movie is set in LA and the day is sunny and smoggy. The brothers are stressful because both disability and financial problem causes stress in the mind. After the death of their father and Raymond’s denial to travel on planes the movie turns out to be a road trip one. Their road trip includes dinners, anxiety, stress, motels and so on which finally ends with the attachment between the brothers. The movie starts with the financial crisis and conflict lies in the custody of Raymond which ends with the detachment of the brothers who had been anonymous to each other for several years. The movie also represents that the institution is less therapeutic to Raymond than Charlie. 

 It’s unjust not to help people with difference but constructing an idea of disability for those who live with mental disorders. In this, Erving Goffman expresses his views:

The attitudes we normal have toward a person with a stigma and the actions we take in regard to him, are well known, since these responses are what benevolent social action is designed to soften and ameliorate. By definition, of course, we believe the person with a stigma is not a quite a human. On this assumption we exercise varieties of discrimination, through which we effectively, if often unthinkingly, reduce his life chances. We construct stigma theory, an ideology to explain his inferiority and account for the danger he represents, sometimes rationalizing an animosity based on other differences, such as those of social class. We use specific stigma terms such as cripple, bastard, and moron in our daily discourse as a source of metaphor and imagery, typically without giving thought to the original meaning. We tend to impute a wide range of imperfections on the basis of the original one, and at the same time to impute some desirable but undesired attributes, often supernatural cast, such as “sixth sense”, or “understanding”. (205)

Disability is a cultural and historical construction fabricated by the socio-cultural factors. Disability consists of ideas and categories as sick, ugly, old, afflicted and abnormal. Therefore it is a broad term which keeps people who do not fall under certain social and cultural standards. Disability is refused to be normalized and neutralized or is ‘hegemonized’. Thus, disability is mainly functioned to preserve and validate such designations that are called to be privileged such as normal, vigorous, stunning, and many others. In different societies the concept of disability is different which is also another factor to make disability is shaped by the society. In this regard, disability is a concept formed in the history in society by powerful groups who undoubtedly creates a twofold opposition between themselves and other, which helps to be in superior position among others. It is not a biological reality butt a social one. Here, Lerita M. Coleman writes:

Society thus exhibits a structural amnesia about a particular category of people, who, because they do not fit into the hegemonic discourse of ‘normality’ are excluded, separated and socially disempowered. The social and cultural apartheid is sustained by the existence of a build environment which lacks amenities for the disabled and solely caters to the needs of the mere complete able bodies ‘other’. This social disregard coupled with experiences of social, economic and political subjugation deny the disabled voice, a space, and even power to disrupt these deeply entranced normative leads that deprived them their social presence and any semblance of identity. (216)

In this way, disability studies focused on the concept of many aspects of life. A person with disability is rejected from the social discourse because they are considered in some way different than others. Disability function as the opposite of majority of  people who are considered as ‘normal’ or ‘prefect’ in contrast with ‘disable’ people in minority.
Rain man is a 1988 American film directed by Barry Levinson and written by Barry Morrow and Ronald Bass. The film has won four Oscars at the 61st Academy Awards (March 1989) which includes best picture, best original screenplay, best director and best actor in a leading role. Its crew receives additional four nominations. The film also won the golden bear at the 39th International film festival. Tom Cruise, Dustin Hoffman and Valeria Golino are performers. Morrow created the character Raymond after meeting Kim peek, the real life savant.  Roger Birnbaum was the first studio executive to give the film a green light; he did so immediately after Barry Morrow pitch the story.
Rain Man receives mostly positive reviews from critics, with Hoffman’s performance being universally praised. The film currently has a “certified fresh” score of 90% on rotten Tomatoes with an average rating of 7.8 out of 10. The critical consensus states “this road-trip movie about an autistic savant and his callow brother is far from seamless, but Barry Levinson’s direction is impressive, and strong performances from Tom Cruise and Dustin Huffman add to its appeal.” (1) 
Vincent Canby from The New York Times called Rain Man as “becomingly modest, decently thought-out, sometimes funny film”; Hoffman’s performance was a “display of sustained virtuosity . . . [which] makes no lasting connections with the emotions. Its end effect depends largely on one’s susceptibility to the sight of an actor acting nonstop and extremely well, but to no particularly urgent dramatic purpose.” Canby considered the “film’s true central character” to be “the confused, economically and emotionally desperate Charlie, beautifully played by Mr. Cruise” (1).
Amy Dawes of Variety wrote that “one of the year’s most intriguing film premises . . .  is given uneven, slightly off-target treatment;”she calls the road scene “ hastily, loosely written, with much extraneous screen time,” but admired the last third of the film ,calling it a depiction of “two very isolated beings” who “discover a common history and deep attachment” (1). 
 Here comes another truth about media stereotypes that Rain Man is portrayed as main character whose  condition has been as flourished with savant skill which is a common error in media that shows an autistic has savant skills. Conversely, Rain Man has also been seen as a movie about autism and public awareness regarding autistic as well as helping many agencies accommodate autistic people and make use of the abilities they have, regardless of whatever they do have.  
In order to justify the claim, this research mobilizes the theoretical concept of Disability studies particularly that of Lennard J. Davis’s Disability Studies Reader. Drawing together experts in cultural studies, Film theory, literary criticism, and postcolonial studies, this book attempts to provide a comprehensive approach to the issue of disability by challenging the notion of the normal body, foregrounding the assumptions in the political construction, sexuality, society and its poetics, language, and public decisions concerning the body.

Disability is a social erect not a biological veracity because our culture idealizes the body and demands that we should have capacity to control our body. Able bodied thus dictate upon the disabled body and the understanding of normal always silences capabilities and true characteristics that disables possesses.  Prejudices are the main cause for stigma and stereotypes much more than the disability itself. Hence, we can conclude, the main problem lies in the cause how disability is reacted in a society rather the cause is not disability itself. Susan Wendell says: 

The power of culture along to construct a disability is revealed when we consider bodily differences- deviations from a society’s conception of a  “normal” or acceptable body- that , although they cause little or no function or physical difficulty for the person who has them, constitute major social disabilities. An important example is facial scarring, which is the disability of appearance only, a disability constructed totally by stigma and cultural meaning. (44) 

Construction and definition of ‘normal’ and ‘abnormal’ depends upon the society. In this sense disability is a pure social construct and the culture gives more priority to these differences which has concluded to the objectification of disables. 

Likewise, Tobin Sieber in Disability Theories writes: "The presence of disability creates a different picture of identity-one less stable than identities associated with gender, nation, and class, therefore presenting the opportunity to rethink how human identity works" (12). Tobin Sieber further argues:

Disability has been a medical matter for as long as human being sought to escape the stigma of death, disease, and injury. [ . . . ]Unlike the medical approach, the emerging field of disability studies defines disability not as an individual defect but as the product of social justice, one that requires not the cure or elimination of the defective person but significant changes in the social and built environment. (3)

Raymond is also a victim of the society which considers him as a disable person. If he is provided with friendly environment he could improve himself in his behavior. Raymond has emotional attachment with his family which is clear from the fact that he remembers almost all the events when he was with his brother and sings the song which he used to sing as a child.
Raymond’s innocence remains as a never ending psychological nightfall. Throughout the movie his innocence and his talents are kept in the area of ‘useful object’ in making money by a normal society’s agent. When his sophisticated brother Charlie realizes that they are good for each other, Raymond is again taken as an object and asked so many questions in front of court man which Raymond did not understand. 
Another claim is that Raymond has been observed when he is preoccupied in his own self. While he was memorizing the Cincinnati telephone book, he was taken as an object of entertainment. There his identity is in crisis. Why the persons with differences are not accepted rather differentiated.  
The fact is denied in the movie that it is because of Raymond; Charlie comes out of his business loss and family frustration. Charlie is disappointed with his father and stops living with him after the death of his mother. But when He comes to know about his brother he is somehow attached with him. 
Raymond is in pain as well as social misunderstanding. He is not able to represent the majority since he has autism which makes him completely different than others. Because of this difference he is “other” and others are “normal”. The socio-cultural construction of the definition is the problem rather than Raymond’s disability. Taking a leaf out of such Identity Politics, the research reads the dynamism of notion of exploitation. Rather an analysis of exploitation of disables as feeble-mindedness becomes the primary tool of analysis since the major objective of this study is to demonstrate the suppression of autism by able bodied. 
Kim Peek is also known as the real Rain Man because he is also an autistic savant. He has many traits that match the habits of Raymond from the movie Rain Man. Barry Morrow was inspired by Kim Peek and wrote the script for the movie Rain Man. Despite being autistic, Kim shares many things like his differences, his abilities and he care people much. This shows that the movie Rain Man Actually failed to show the real autistic as it has distorted the characteristics of autistic persons. 

Kim Peek who was born on 11 November, 1951 with enlarged head. His doctors say that his MRI reports said he has something wrong with his head and some parts of brain were damaged. His father claimed he could memorize books when he was only 16 to 20 months. This shows that he had extraordinary abilities which match the character Raymond from the movie Rain Man. 
The introductory episode deals with the person living with autism and its effect as well as problems faced by the autistic savants. It introduces the relation between disability and stigma. To clarify the claims this projects highlights the disability theory and film theory. The following chapter is textual investigation and also deals with the introduction to the different tools to be applied in the text. In this chapter text is interpreted on the base of theory. It clarifies that disables are denied of their agency in the society. Finally, the last part is the conclusion of the research.
Chapter II

Raymond’s Sketch in Rain Man: Denial of Disability

 Barry Lavinson’s Rain Man overpowers on the concept of “normalcy” as a socially constructed identity. It throws the spotlight on the differences like “undesired difference” and “desired difference”. Raymond Babbit is taken as “other” in the society as well as in his own home because he does not match the conventional “normalcy”. He is tagged as disable only because he has extraordinary traits like he needs to eat certain foods on a specific time, goes to bed at eleven and watches his television shows. Moreover, he possesses extraordinary capabilities in mathematical calculations and has problem in understanding social relationships. Because of this mental difference he is accepted as disabled and exploited by his family members as well as society. On the other hand his normal brother is maddened by his business loss and tries to use his brother’s “extraordinary capacity” in earning money. Therefore we can claim that “Normal bodied” denies the identity of socially constructed “abnormality”.
Charlie has a strong desire to adjust his self –seeking intentions which further leads him to meet his autistic brother’s nervous desires as well as to keep him in a routines and rituals. When Charlie remembers childhood experience, he feels sudden emotional bond to Raymond as Raymond turns out to be the same imaginary man Charlie has in his mind. But, Raymond remains the same in spite of his new experiences, apparently to the same autistic world. He is neutral even at the success they made together. This lack of social and cognitive ability has made his “other” and deprived of his fundamental rights which results into the institutionalized Raymond’s idiosyncrasies. Raymond is taken as an object which makes his brother realize the value of social and emotional bondage where he himself is left and undesired object in the American society. The changes in the movie are all about Charlie. He learns to be social, to love his brother, to stay calm and how to be little patience. But what has Raymond learnt? Raymond has no such thing which is changed. He is kept an object. 
In order to justify the claim, this project mobilizes the theoretical concept of the new theory; Disability theory particularly that of Lennard J. Davis’ Disability Studies Reader and others. People with cerebral infirmity are placed in the category of “others”. So an American sociologist Erving Goffman called them “spoiled identity”. They are made feel as others even by the rules and regulations of the particular country. This concept can be further explained by Lauber and Sartories:

[O]n an individual level people with mental illness are perceived as dangerous, violent and unpredictable. Societal or structural discrimination find its expression in Jurisdiction that restricts the civil rights of people with mental illness in, for example voting, parenting or serving jury duty in equities in medical insurance coverage, discrimination in housing and employment and reliance on jails, prison and homeless shelters as the way of disposing of people with mental illness. (103)

People having autism are not kept in the middle of the “world of the same”. They are supposed to live as outsider and are always regarded as less able in many senses.
We should understand the concept of norm and normal body in order to understand disability. Normalcy and disability are not biological concepts rather they are socially constructed terms.  A person is traumatized in the society because one fails to symbolize the majority in the society therefore Lennard J. Davis claims, “The concept of norm, unlike that of an ideal, implies the majority of the population must or should somehow be part of the norm” (13).
 Many criteria are created to interiorize in the social group in which they lives. In this, Davis further argues: "A common assumption would be that some concept of the norm must have always existed. After all, people seem to have an inherent desire to compare themselves to other. But, the idea of a norm is less a condition of human nature that it is a feature of a certain kind of society" (9). 
That is why society plays a vital role in creation of “normal” and abnormal”. The new field called disability studies has countered the discursive practice of “othering” the people with disability.  Disability is now developed as a new practice in academic progress as well it has been taken as a struggling part in politics. Lennard J. Davis in his introduction to the Disability Studies Reader clarifies the concept of disability and the goal of the disability studies. He says: 
People with disabilities have been oppressed repressed group. People with disabilities have been isolated, incarcerated, observed, written about, operated on, instructed, implanted, regulated, treated, institutionalized and controlled to a degree probably unequal to that experienced by any other minority group. As fifteen percent of the population, people with disabilities make up the largest physical minority within the United States-one would never know this to be the case by looking at the literature on minorities and discrimination. (3) 
This is a factual truth that in every society the person with physical impairments and mental illness are isolated. They are not taken as a part of the whole rather are instructed and observed as well as sympathized. They are placed in the category of marginalized groups and are discriminated.

Additionally, in his journal The Crips Strike Back: The Rise of Disability Studies, Lennard J. Davis says, “ Disability studies demands a shift from the ideology of normalcy, from the rule and hegemony of normates, to a vision of the body as changeable, unperfectable, unruly, and untidy”(505). 
This project moreover extends its area to Film Theory too. Film is the composer or part of reality. Its basic concept is either to depict or to imitate the society. Film is the marker of culture as Turner says, “Film is not even the final target of inquiry, but part of a wider argument about representation-the social process of making images, sounds, signs stand for something . . .  In effect, film theory becomes part of the wider field of disciplines and approaches called cultural studies” (Turner 38).
 This suggests that the study of film studies is about consciousness and system of value. Furthermore, cinemas have only few works: they either capture societies within them or give you an idea about the dissatisfactions.  This project based on a disability theory also reflects some ideas about psychoanalytic perspectives of a cinema. Here, Richard Allen claims:
Psychoanalytic film theory is one that often displays an arbitrary selection and deployment of psychoanalytic ideas and manifests a blurred or distorted self- understanding by film theorists of the status of the concepts they are using. This chapter seeks to diagnose some of the conceptual confusions and misunderstandings that are manifested in psychoanalytic film theory, as well as to plot a history of ideas (123). 
Similarly, the movie Rain Man by Levinson is about the wrongdoing to a mentally as well as socially weak person and his exploitation in his own world. He does not possesses self identity rather is deprived of basic fundamental rights. As disability theory claims, every physically impaired person like normal bodied should get equal rights and should not be used for selfishness. Film theory, furthermore argues on the statements that cinemas are there to depict the reality of the society. Therefore, the movie Rain Man depicts a real picture of American society. Here, Rudolf Arnheim says:
With this end in view, the basic elements of the film medium will be examined separately and compared with the corresponding characteristics of what we perceive “in reality”. It will be seen how fundamentally different the two kinds of image are; and that it is just these differences that provide film with its artistic resources.  We shall thus come at the same time to understand the working principles of film art. (9)

Working principles of film and the reality are two interrelated phenomenon. Reality is presented in different medium in a movie which may also be twisted with the help of making process. 

The American movie Rain Man is itself symbolic. The title is named after the childhood imaginary character in the mind of the selfish businessman Charlie Babbit. Charlie thinks that he was only the child of his parents and there used to be a “Rain Man” when he was a child who used to sings songs for him. He has a strong emotional bond with Rain man. But when the truth about his “secret” brother is revealed, he finds that Raymond was the same Rain Man. The emotional bondage between them is vanished suddenly when Charlie decided to use Raymond’s extraordinary talent in the gaming table. The clip from movie below shows that Raymond has an amazing habit of staying in a schedule. He lives in an institution which provides him an assistant to fulfill all his basic needs and desired tools. When his brother comes to meet him Raymond shows annoyance since Charlie touches his books from the shelf. But on the other hand Charlie takes his activities as abnormal and enjoys treating his like some pet. Raymond on the other hand is strict to the rules of his life like daily routines. He lives a habitual life which Charlie first feels humorous and bullies him. 
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Fig. 1. Raymond is obsessed with daily activities and concerned with his favorite things. (24:7)
As disability studies reader claims, Raymond is kept in an institution where he does not get family affection. His self identity is isolated and enslaved. He has not been told that his brother is there to visit him rather is is being “observed” by his own brother who is there in the hope he will get all inherited money from his father.   
Likewise, film theory also claims that movies always manifest the blurred and distorted identity of a character. Raymond has been shown as a disable who is not able of doing things on his own but instead he is more conscious about the rules and regulations while walking on the road and in case of being moral too. In the movie he is conscious about driving fast is bad. This shows that his identity has been denied and he is supposed to live as his brother who is said to be normal. But the fact is Raymond has his style of living as an autistic savant. He loves routine which the society thinks abnormality.
Charlie only visits Raymond to get the huge amount of his father’s inheritance. Therefore he tries to kidnap his own big brother and takes him away the Raymond’s dwelling place without informing the related party. Raymond has problem in understanding the social relationships and follows whatever others say to him. Raymond goes on following Charlie. On the other hand Charlie is not conscious about Raymond’s daily needs and shows him anger for being unable to handle his idiosyncrasies. 
Amy Villarejo defines the images of any film in the introduction of his book Film Studies: the Basics as “If various images presented by cinema delight or thrill, agitate or unnerve, those images further offer themselves for analysis of their combinatory logic” (9). 
He shows the distinct feature of the images presented in the movie has a logical reason. The picture reflects the society. The movie Rain Man also represents the societal norms of creating the differences between two people which do not match each other. There are fixed rules in the society which makes us normal and those who does not fit there are supposed to be abnormal or disabled. That’s why the disability is a social construct.
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Fig. 2. Charlie deliberetely takes Raymond on a walk to kidnap him.(27:28)
The image clarifies that the autistic Raymond is deprived of his regularity and taken away without his permission. Person with disabilities may experience an existential crisis that may be triggered by the stigma related to having a disability, as well as by conditions created by disability itself. It seems to be reliable in case of Raymond. The rest of the world is too loud and irregular. Similarly, the generally allowed group then tries to represent the cultural other by creating variation and images in literature, electronic and print media. In this sense Raymond must not have been shown as a differently able and normal man with difference rather he is shown as someone who is possible to harm his own family member and he is institutionalized.      
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Fig. 3. Raymond is disturbed with the alarm as he is autistic. (1:54:36)
The above picture shows that Raymond as an autistic savant has problem in living the life normal people live. He is disturbed with the loud sound of the smoke alarm and starts banging the head. This right of him is taken away from him as his brother is in the verge of bankruptcy and wants to use Raymond’s mathematical talent in casino. 

The inclination to misrepresent the disability practice by the so called normal is very much critical. Such tendency gives power to the disability that cancels out other qualities in human reducing to a versatile person to a stigmatized subject. Additionally, autistic people that are not labeled savant still have the prospective to live focused lives, specifically if they are given the chance to be understood.  In this regard Davis says:  

Disability scholars make the distinction between impairment and disability. An impairment involves a loss or diminution of sight, hearing, mobility, mental ability and so on. But an impairment only becomes a disability when the ambient society creates environments with barriers- affective, sensory, cognitive, or architectural. For example, a person using a wheelchair is only disabled if there are no ramps; a Deaf scholar is only disabled if there is no interpreter provided at a conference; a blind scholar is disabled in the absence of large-type or Braille texts, or a computer or scanner. (506-507)
In this sense, Raymond is not a disabled only because he has different traits rather he is the man with super talents which normal bodied are not able of doing. 

This research tests on the identity crisis of stigmatized person because of different ability of living. Moreover, Raymond has been sexually exploited by his brother’s girlfriend. In the first part of the movie she is conscious about tiny details of Raymond’s habits and nature of living. She furthermore insists on taking good care of Raymond. But, later on when they are alone in the lift she forcefully kisses Raymond and asks him “How do you feel?” Raymond on the other hand being unaware of these social relationships says, “It’s wet”. He does not understand the physical relationship as well as he has no idea of money. Charlie’s girlfriend in the beginning shows some kind of liberation and understanding towards the situation of Raymond. But, when she sees him alone in the lift misuses his inability to understand physical relationship and kisses him. The following picture clarifies the claim.
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Fig. 4. Charlie’s girlfriend teaches Raymond to kiss which he does not understand. (1:47:02)
This research purposes that its particular contribution is in creating the identity in relation to disability.  Rose Galvin says: 
The practice of defining what is "normal" against that which is "other" through the construction of binary oppositions. I believe that it is this diametric construction of identities, the good against the bad, the strong against the weak, and the desirable against the undesirable, which is fundamental to the oppression of people who fall outside the prescriptions of the norm. (9)

There is the practice of distinguishing ‘normal’ and ‘disable’ because there are some people with differences and the society creates those differences as an ‘abnormality’.

Charlie Babbit enjoys sending his autistic brother to a prostitute where his brother does not understand the term ‘Prostitution’. Charlie teaches Raymond how to dance in a date with a girl. In this sense Raymond is being blown away from his real life and compelled to live like his brother wants him. He is given different clothes which he finds difficult in wearing only to look like a person who can be presented in a casino. Truly Raymond is used by a hustler in making money without caring his regularity and desires. Charlie is surprised as he finds Raymond’s absurd desire of wearing the certain brand’s underwear. Charlie makes fun of him and feels irritated. Similarly, Charlie compels Raymond to be dresses formally to be appeared in a casino.
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Fig. 5. Raymond is forced to dress up against his desire only to look normal. (1:28:37)
Raymond is habitual to the certain dresses of his choice but Charlie makes him wear the formal dress to be presented at a casino which is for the use of younger brother. Charlie wants to hide Raymond’s impairment in the game table.
[image: image6.png]



Fig. 6. Charlie fixes a date for Raymond with a prostitute for fun. (1:35:13)
Raymond Babbit is treated as outsider since he possesses different traits which normal bodied take as weakness. Raymond is obsessed with many things. He takes same food on particular day and watcher particular TV shows. He has the habit of wearing the particular brand’s dress. But his brother is more sensible in making money rather taking care of him or fulfilling his desires. Raymond can calculate very tough mathematical problems and count the scattered toothpicks but he has no concept of money. Charlie takes his brother in a casino to misuse his Brother’s talent without making him know. Raymond does not know why he was dressed the way and why were they in that place. When a lady asks him what he was doing, he replies they were counting cards. 
[image: image7.png]



Fig. 7. Raymond has extraordinary mathematical talent which Charlie uses in a Casino to get rid of his business loss. (1:31:30)
He uses his talent without knowing he was gambling. Here his identity is in crisis. Disability is stereotyped with negative attitude. The term stigma and disability is socially constructed. Anita Ghai says: 

Disability is a powerful social construct within most existing societies and because we are presented with conflicting images of the disable people have been placed in the role of abnormal outsider whose lives and experience are hidden from the normal majority. These notions exist because of a tendency on the part of all human beings to view their own selves and each other from a particular perspective. (46)

The next strand of this research is that the movie is not about “Rain Man”. The major character of the movie is Charlie instead of Raymond because it’s Charlie who is tainted. Rain man Journal states:
Charlie is the main character of the movie, and the movie is about Raymond, because Charlie is who changes. At the beginning of the movie, Charlie is hard, bitter, selfish, immature and shallow. He worships money and without paying attention to Raymond’s condition, he attempts to get his brother’s wealth. He kidnaps Raymond to take his wealth from him, but ironically, instead of money, he gains something more valuable. During their journey, Charlie totally changes. He learns to live the life through his autistic brother by getting really connected with him. He teaches dancing to Raymond, he hugs him and kisses him, he even makes his autistic brother to make jokes and laugh. (1)
Here Raymond has been an object of his brother’s realization. On the other hand, Raymond is finally kept in an institution at the end of the movie. Therefore, the normal bodied world takes disabled as an object and they are deprived of their emotional as well as physical needs. Lennard J. Davis in Constructing Normalcy states about literature:
If disability appears in a novel, it is rarely centrally represented. It is unusual for a main character to be a person with disabilities, although minor characters, like Tiny Tim, can be deformed in ways that arouse pity. In the case of Esther Summerson, who is scarred by small pox, her scars are made virtually to disappear through the agency of love. On the other hand, as sufficient research has shown, more often that not villains tend to be physically abnormal: scarred, deformed, or mutilated. (21)
Raymond is shown as a pitiful character which arouses sense of love in his brother’s heart. But he is the same neutral character till the end of movie. Finally he is left to the same institution by his brother. In the cinema, he is there only to fulfill the part of an object which helps in making the main character a “hero”. The divergence in the movie lies for the custody of Raymond. Charlie, after being emotionally attached with Raymond wants to be with him. Raymond also loves his brother and feels good to be with Charlie. But, when Charlie argues to take Raymond with him, the officer from government denies because Charlie is supposed to be cheating. Towards the end of the film, Raymond is left alone and detached from the place where he has got the perfect therapy. Therefore his identity is lost. The following picture defines how he was left alone to the institution.
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Fig. 8. Raymond is again sent back to the Wallbrook when he wants to stay 
with his brother. (2:08:54)

Furthermore, Rain man is ironical in the since that he cannot walk in the rain. His symbolic name Rain man is short form for Raymond. But he is scared of fire and rain. He is not a hero in the film but an object which arouse sense of humor and pity in the mind of audience. Lerita M. Coleman states about stigma and social relationship in the essay Stigma as, 
The negative identity that ensues becomes a pervasive personality trait and inhibits the stigmatized person from developing other parts of the self. Another detrimental aspect of stigmatization is the practical of treating people, such as the ex-con and ex-mental patient who are attempting to reintegrate themselves into society, as if they still had the stigma. Even the terms we used to describe such persons suggest that role expectations remain the same despite the stigmatized person’s efforts to relinquish them. It seems that the paradoxical societal norms that establish a subordinate and dependent position for stigmatized person while ostracizing them for it may stem from the need of non-stigmatized people to maintain a sense of superiority. (224)
In the middle of the movie, Raymond is shown as a revolutionary man who has idea of his mental state and is aware of how people observe him. When Charlie takes him to doctor and doctor asks him about whether he is an autistic, he suddenly denies of being autistic which clarifies that he is only stigmatized not disabled. 

[image: image9.png]



Fig. 9. Raymond denies of being an autistic. (1:03:41)
As a stigmatized person Raymond is unable to revolt for his identity. Although he attempts to get his position by claiming he is not disabled. This study aims at deconstructing the implication of hegemony of normalcy which is the heart of cultural production.
Emily Brinnand in the Essay Retrospective Film Review: Rain Man writes:
It is hard to accept that Raymond’s Condition means he is exactly the same guy in the last frame as he is in the first frame. There is a joint desperation, between Charlie and the audience, to prove he has helped his brother develop over the past six days. He soon realizes this is not the case when Raymond answers ‘Yeah’ to “Do you want to stay with your brother?” and “Do you want to go back to Wallbrook?” The emotional distress and upset that Charlie is feeling is felt by the audience when he touches Ray’s forehead and says, ‘I like having you as my older brother’ (1). He has come to accept that Raymond cannot understand certain parts of reality.
Raymond being unable to understand the social values is confused and cannot decide whether he wants to be with his brother wants to go back to the Wallbrook where he used to stay. In a conversation with the representative of government, Raymond Replies ‘yeah’ in every statement which does not prove his inner feeling. Here his emotionality is again repressed because of lack of proper understanding and value of his disability. As an autistic Raymond cannot distinguish the social relationship. Raymond inwardly wants to be with his brother but because of his different attribute of living he is not able to express the feeling. He becomes unable to decide whether he wants to be with Charlie or want to go to Wallbrook. 
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Fig. 10. Raymond does not understand the difference between being with Charlie and going back to Wallbrook.( 2:03:00)
Raymond is asked to decide whether he wants to be with his brother or want to go back to the institution. But, as an autistic, he cannot decide and continuously repeats the same phrase which becomes a reason for Charlie’s anxiety of departing with brother. 
Finally, Raymond and Charlie share some attachment which Raymond is unable to express. Therefore they have to depart in the end.
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Fig. 11. Raymond and Charlie are emotionally attached to each other. Raymond wants to stay but he has to leave. (2:05:32)
Prose, poetry and many others forms of literature including movies are responsible for making the picture of society vivid. Thus they play a great role in making the definition of anything shown in their text. As psychoanalytical movie claims, movies also throw spotlight on the distorted part of the society. They are not the part of reality maker. They twist the reality and show marginalized groups as pathetic and sympathetic. As the movie Rain Man claims that it is based on Kim Peek’s life, it does not show real Kim Peek in Raymond’s form rather Raymond is shown careless, negligent. The following is the picture of Kim Peek:
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Fig. 12. Kim Peek, a real life Rain Man.
 But the reality is that Kim was very much careful on many things. Thus Rain Man is the modified version of Kim Peek’s characters. As Steven D. Katz agrees,
In practical terms, visualization is the interaction of two types of activities: immediacy and the reflection. In film, immediacy means devising the content of the shots and their order in a sequence in a single, uninterrupted process. The goal is to evaluate the materials moment to moment as they are shaped, trying many combinations of ideas and comparing them instantly. (5) 
The movie also has denied disabled agency as it most of the time pictures Raymond as dull and tedious. In reality Raymond is more conscious and caring than the normal person Charlie. When Charlie tries to take bath with very hot water Raymond is conscious on the fact and reminds Charlie to be careful. However, the personality of Raymond is different since is differently able person. But the movie as well as Charlie denies that he is different and therefore both of them explain him being disabled. 
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Fig. 13. Raymond saves his younger from from burning from hot water. (1:15:29)
This picture clearly says that Raymond has consciousness. Raymond remembers the songs the brothers used to sing as they were child. Raymond is conscious that hot water burns the baby. He repeatedly says that sentence is distress as he is totally depressed that his brother is going to be burnt with hot water. Raymond being autistic cannot distinguish between being grown up and childish behaviours. He thinks Charlie is a baby and he has to protect him. 
Therefore, by forwarding the psychoanalytical attributes such as desire, daydream and identification, the stereotypes constructs the mental subjects as the desiring subject, sexual subject and a screen subject. Raymond Babbit likewise is presented as a mere subject for a screen which has nothing but only the tags with disability. He is isolated from family and society for not matching the majority and is institutionalized.  At the end of the story too Charlie seems to have emotional attachment with his elder brother but does hardly attempts to take Raymond with him. Raymond was not accidently kidnapped but was deliberately taken away from the institution. Similarly, he was consciously sent back to the institution.

This project hypothesizes on denial of mental patients and their identity crisis and disability as a social errand. The research also focuses on the Disability theory as the main tool to argue the claim. Disability studies in Lennard J. Davis’s Disability in Theory claims, “disability studies at the present moment is to find ways to represent pain and to resist current models that blunt the political effectiveness of these representations”(177). Disability and pain are synonyms. A person who is impaired lives in pain because of misunderstandings, isolation, and throw-outs and so on.
In spite of his self advocacy, Raymond is unable to get what he wants. In the end of the drama, Raymond also has understood the emotional bond with his brother and has desire to live with him. But the courtier does not allow Charlie to take his brother’s custody. Again, as an autistic he is denied for his personal wants.  Raymond compassionately says “One for bad Two for good” (2:05:32) which reveals the truth that he wants to be with his younger brother. Since he has been deprived of family affection, he has strong desire to live with his family.  
This project claims that the movie Rain Man shows that we cannot have relationship with autistic since having relationship with them is like having relationship with pets. Although we keep pets in our home, we never understand what they think. Therefore, this research is an advocacy for disable’s right and their justice.  Rain Man does not involve up any frustration in the brain of Charlie to the conclusion of the story.
Furthermore, the movies, dramas and mass media are responsible for shaping the mind of the people. This way, the movie Rain Man does not advocate on the justice for Raymond. The juxtaposition of two absolutely opposite brother has no any contribution in speaking for the rights and and equality for those who cannot make their own group by themselves. 

Barry Levinson in his movie Rain Man makes Raymond as an unwanted and unfit character who is only worthless and harmful to be kept in home because he may harm his brother with his distinctive characteristics.  These reforms of denying a person in a family instead of taking good care of him is not developed in American society. American society is more materialistic than emotional. They think with brain and therefore mentally ill components of family are also thrown away from family affection. Rain man shows the conditions of disables in the world of others where they are ill treated but are taken as the matter of burden. 
Likewise, mentally ill persons like Raymond cannot comprise a subgroup like subalterns, Jews and even women because they remain isolated from each other and even from themselves. Similarly in the film By Barry Levinson, Raymond is kept in a care house where there are many individuals like him. But each one of them is pictured as lonely and in their own. 

The major protagonist of the movie Rain Man is powerless to carry out the task which is inborn for other. This condition is the consequence of autism. From the discipline disability studies we become aware of the condition of Raymond Babbit. We can diagnose the cause of abnormal behavior of Raymond. By knowing the characteristic of Raymond we can guess that he is suffering from autism. However, he is not provided proper care and affection which he was in the need of.

Now, this project raises a question that who is there to talk for the identity of those who are institutionalized. The institution itself is run for money. The money minded parents spent huge amount of money on their child like Raymond’s father did. Therefore, Raymond is left marginalized from every aspect.  On the other hand Raymond has amazing habit of repeating the things and being scheduled. In a sense being planned is good for everyone. If Charlie has certain plans for his business he would never been bankrupted. 
Despite these good qualities, Raymond is still the same lost character without any motive and moral. Raymond is left a critical object that is the medium for his brother’s business profit and his brother’s realization of family affairs. 
In a capitalist society, disability may mean having lower economic condition. But he or she may be comfortable in social level. Similarly feminism may also be called as disables in a patriarchal society since if we view with a lens of gender discrimination this fact can be proven as the identity of female also becomes the major category of disability. Great philosopher Aristotle has compared female with disabled man which proves this fact.  Similarly Raymond is categorized as disable because he is an autistic savant. He is compared and excluded because he carries a disease. 

Because of the categorization of the world into normal and disable, the people with differences are living in the torment. Raymond wants family but he is living in an institution where he is confined and does not have any companion. Even after meeting with his brother Charlie, Raymond desires to be with him but no one understands his feeling and he cannot express those things by himself. Therefore there is no advocacy for Raymond’s feeling. Charlie is not given the custody of Raymond. This fact speaks on the denial of Raymond’s identity. Thus, the law of the country also shows injustice to the person with deformities. 

After seventeen years of departing with his family Raymond was enjoying the company of Charlie. But situation in the movie is created to make him alone in the same confinement where he does not have any friends but he is stuck to the same regular life. This shows that No one cares about Raymond’s feeling. He is tagged with “not dead still” and living the regular life as he demands. Perpetually, he should have been given more consciousness and care from the family. This claim is proven when Raymond realizes that he loves his brother and goes to save Charlie from the fire. Another incident in the movie also defines the fact that Raymond was in additional need of family bond. Towards the end of the movie when Charlie leaves him to a train to shift to the institution in Cincinnati Raymond utters, “One for bad, two for good”. It means he has a strong desire to be with his brother Charlie.

Here, Raymond is presented as a medium rather the main character by Levinson. His each and every want, desires and wishes are disposed by materialistic world whether it is his own father or brother or government or the institution where is going to hive his whole life. Therefore this project claims that Rain man is a movie of violation and exploitation rather than advocacy in terms of disability and diseases. Raymond is bothered because of his different quality and lifestyle.

Different society constitutes different norms and principles. Ideologies are the main factor to determine norms and values. Different ideologies are formed and reformed by the the world to demonstrate that the stigmatized people are basically inferior to the so called typical beings. Hierarchy remains in the society. Erving Goffman says, 
We construct a stigma-theory; an ideology to explain is inferiority and a count for the danger he represents, sometimes rationalizing an animosity base on differences, such as those of social class. We use specific stigma terms such as cripples, bastard, and moron in our daily discourse as a source of metaphor and imagery, typically without thought to the original meaning. (205)

Therefore people with disability are living with underlying fear and stigmatized. Stigma moreover makes them away from the normalcy. When Raymond meets with Charlie and stays for six days, he feels certain point of attachment and shares with him. This shows disabled are to be loved not excluded.
In a society, the criteria of ‘normal’ are created by looking at the ‘abnormal’ or differences. Similarly, Raymond is barred. The way normal defines the disability is very destructive.  Davis simplifies how the term disability functions to define what normalcy actually means. Those who do not meet the parameters of normalcy are viewed as the people with disability. Therefore the problem is how the construction of normalcy and disability is done.
Here the irony lies in the fact that Charlie instead is taught life’s lesson by Raymond, who ironically is incapable of understanding himself. Raymond has some differences:

He makes no eye contact. He speaks in a limited way mostly single words and short phrases. He responds only to short simple instructions and requests and usually repeatedly. He follows tremendous anxiety when unable to maintain his routines. He has obsessive tendencies. This demands and personal traits are ignored and on the other hand he is compelled to so many things against his desires. This way Raymond lives with stigma every time being unaware that what he possesses is not a disease but a difference. 

This research aims at claiming that disability is constructed by the materialistic world which consists of the majority of the world. People with ‘difference’ are marginalized and are misused which misguides them.  
Society has the habit of binding the persons with disease and difference as ‘others’ which excludes them from the normal life. Furthermore, this differences and their incapability to adjust as well as resist leads to the stigmatized personalities. Raymond is such a character with differences who is suffering from Autism is tagged as ‘disable’. For this construction of socio-cultural norms political situation plays a great role. 

Raymond is portrayed as intelligent as long as something caused him to make him different because of his disease. Raymond tries to be as normal but he couldn’t get out of his situation, the major reason is the society around him which has confined him since childhood and is denied to be in touch with normal society. The claim is if Raymond was with his family and in society, the condition of his might have been different. We can claim this because after staying only six days with his brother, he has certain point of understanding to social things.

Socially authorized group of people who constructs the differences as disability has marked Raymond as a disable rather than a person having different persona and ability of living. They are taken as an object which are ‘not dead yet’. This norms and values of society throw the feeling of distress and stigma to already weak personalities.

The uniqueness called disability that is attributed to “extraordinary bodies” does not exist in inborn physical flaws, but in collective relationships. Single group is legitimated by attributing the main beliefs of the definite human beings. This cluster maintains its superiority and its self identity by steadily imposing the function of cultural or physical inferiority on others.        
The disabled people are taken as incapable to control their own body. Beyond this some disabled people become symbols of intrepidness by performing things which are unusual for the able people also. According to Susan Wendell, “Disabled heroes are people with visible disabilities who receive public attention because they accomplish things that are unusual for the able-bodied” (271).  These heroes usually have strange strengths which are not with all disable people.
Film studies have the claim that film should depict the real picture of the society. But, the reality is that already marginalized and sympathetic groups are shown more pathetic and weak in cinemas. It itself is denunciation of their identity. Kim peek was an intelligent, kind, conscious man who had lots of curiosity since she was at the age of three. But here in the movie Raymond is depicted as waste and non reactive person who is harmful for society and he is kept like animals in the zoo. 

Charlie is shown as the hero and smart character. The irony is with Raymond without whom Charlie could not have done anything. It’s Raymond who has saved him from being bankrupt and taken him back to the realization of family bond. More than that Raymond has played a vital role in Charlie’s girlfriend back to him. 

Psychoanalytical film theory says, the identity related to psychoanalysis like mental ability and disability are also shown distorting in the cinemas which the theory studies and advocates against it. Film should be the imitation of reality of the society. Society and the culture are always shaped by the cinemas of the contemporary time. Film study works in the side of speaking for justice and right of the distorted and denied part of the reality. Likewise, the movie Rain Man also distorts the value and point of view toward the disables and person having autism. Any person suffering from mental illness is not bad for family and society. Film as the maker of reality has failed to depict the reality of the autistic and the persons with impairments as the movies are concerned. The stereotypes about mental health and mental illness should be omitted as the film study as a new theory is there to talk about these facts. 
In the world of materialism, most of media are owned by the fabulously wealthy persons and they are controlled by political parties. Therefore, they are money oriented and films are produced to gain profit not to give messages, not to campaign for marginalized and not to teach about human rights. If Raymond was shown as the hero in the movie, the viewers would not like them and the movie would not gain Oscar Award. Thus, the identity of disabled Raymond is deprived of and he is kept as unbiased object to pay some minor role and assist the hero in being hero. 

Chapter III

Conclusion: Body Theory: Condition of the Disabled
This research concludes that difference is socio-cultural construct rather a disability by analyzing Barry Lavinson’s movie Rain Man. The movie Rain Man uncovers bunches of abilities that an autistic savant carries within themselves. In the movie, Raymond is displayed as an advocate of disables who are capable in many abnormal parts of human activities like he counts cards in Las Vegas and has knowledge about statistics. 
Many researchers have studied about savant abilities and still the studies are failure since they have no any supportive tools to prove this fact. Memory and cognitive behaviours develop since childhood and autism is a disease people are likely to suffer at the age of three.  Therefore study of autism, savant qualities and mathematical abilities are consistent as well as unfathomable terminologies. 

In spite of giving immense love and affection to them, in the movie Raymond with autism is subjugated, disqualified, deprived of, excluded and notable. 
 In spite of being intelligent in mathematical calculations and memorizing numbers Raymond is unable make eye contact. He is not conscious about social phenomenon and society’s norms. He cannot understand the idea of physical relationship and enters the room of his brother. Raymond urges to come out of the situation but there are many obstacles like his father and the institution where he lives.  Raymond’s difference is applied as disease and on the other hand the person with disease is used to earn money, mocked at and taken as the matter of entertainment.  Raymond is victimized by the so called disability and stigma formed by the ambiguity of difference. 
 Raymond is not able to understand himself because of the surrounding he is living and the society which throws different norms. He is expelled from his home for seventeen years. But when he comes in contact with his brother Charlie, he starts enjoying the companionship of his brother and opens up to many extend.  In this sense the identity of autistic savant is in crisis since the ‘world of the same’ constructs a boundary of ‘able bodied’ and ‘disability’. But the fact is if properly treated and provided with lots of love and affection social and mental abilities can be developed in autistic people. 
In other world, the construction of so called disability is a social phenomenon and disable’s exploitation too is an error of the same society. Stigma is another truth faced by Raymond. In many part of the cinema we can find that he has been compelled to get stressed in the non reliable matters. Like, in the beginning of the movie Raymond is disturbed by Charlie’s bullying and Raymond does not like Charlie touching his books. On the other hand Charlie is overwhelmed with the different traits Raymond carries and is entertained.

Differences are the focal point for stigma. People living with disabilities are kept within the boundary of ‘others’ which is none other than the construction of so called ‘normal’.  After creating a discourse they expect disables to behave as per their expectations. 
This research explores on the position of disables in the society and their identity. Using the Disability theory, this project aims at establishing a new idea and concept towards disability.  How disables are being stigmatized and are denied of their absolute identity is revealed in the research which is based on the movie Rain Man by Barry Levinson.  Rain Man is a Oscar winning movie which is based on the story of a man named Kim Peek who is an autistic Savant with lots of savant abilities that match the traits of Raymond. Still there are many criticisms on the fact that the movie really did not depict the reality the autistics have. Thus, this research claims that disability is always marginalized whether it in real life or in mass medias. Disability is nothing more than the social construct. The term difference has been taken as disables and they are ‘othered’ in the society which lives the same kind of life. Raymond as an autistic savant is objectified in many scenes. He should not have denied but should have given proper care. But the world of ‘normalcy’ constructs a different category and places people with difference in that outsider’s group. 

Moreover, the movie not only shows the disability as a problem but also focuses on the experiences of life and allows us to see the world through the eyes of Raymond Babbit. The main concern of this research is to focus on the fact that disability is merely a socio-construct rather inborn. The ideology of normal people creates the hierarchy of normal and the disabled to define the term difference. 
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