TRIBHUVAN UNIVERSITY

Reversal in Power Positions: A study on power struggle in David Mamet’s Oleanna

A Thesis submitted to
Central Department of English, Tribhuvan University
in partial fulfillments of the requirements for the degree of

Master of Artsin English

By

Shiva Poude

Central Department of English
Kirtipur, Kathmandu, Nepal

April, 2007



TRIBHUVAN UNIVERSITY

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

L etter of Approval

Thisthesistitled Reversal in Power Positions: A study on power strugglein

David Mamet’s Oleanna submitted to the Central Department of English, Tribhuvan

University by Mr. Shiva Poudel has been approved by the undersigned members of the

research committee.

Members of the Research Committee



Acknowledgements

The present study would not have been completed without the scholarly
supervision and encouragement of my respected teacher Mr. Sharat Chandra Thakur,
Lecturer at the Central Department of English, Tribhuvan University. He provided a
scholarly guidance, going through the script and correcting my innumerabl e mistakes.
His invaluable supervision, suggestions and constructive comments encouraged and
supported me to complete my research task. The expression of sincerest gratitude would
not be sufficient enough to thank him.

Likewise, | would like to extend my profound gratitude to my respected teacher
Professor Dr. Krishna Chandra Sharma, Head of the Central Department of English, for
granting me an opportunity to carry out this research on the subject of my interest. | am
equally thankful to the respected teachers Mrs. Anita Dhungel and Mr. Rajendra Panthi
for providing me invaluable suggestions.

| am deeply obliged to my parents Bishnu Prasad Poudel and Kamala Devi Poudel
for their unconditional love and continuous support and encouragement to struggle
against the hardships of life. Without their inspirations, | certainly would not have been
able to come to thiskind of astagein my life. My thanks also go to my sister Usha
Poudel and brother-in-law Krishna Rgj Gautam for the help and support they provided
me to finish thisresearch. And at last my thanks go to al my friends who provided me
their suggestions, inspirations and encouragements.

Shiva Poudel
Kirtipur, Kathmandu

April, 2007



Abstract

Unequal power relation leads to power abuse, which results in power struggle
between the characters in David Mamet’s Oleanna. This struggle isto gain power by
subverting the power of the power holder which becomes possible by coming up with a
strategy for resistance, which ultimately causes power reversal. Oleanna portrays the
human desire to be powerful to get a position to fight against the power abuser and al'so
in the process to get a chance to assert own identity and significance. Thisis depicted
when to resist the power of John, power at any cost becomes the motto of Carol as
gaining power over the opponent can make her the “‘subject’ and thus able to assert her
power. Mamet through this play, shows the true nature of humans, that is to fight for
power and position, only through which they can find a space for themselves and assert

thelir identity and existence.
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