TRIBHUVAN UNIVERSITY

Assimilation as a Two-Way Transaction: Home and Abroad in Mukherjee,

Tan and Thapa

A Thesis Submitted to the Central Department of Englishin

Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the Degree of

Master of Philosophy in English

By

Laxman Bhatta

Central Department of English,
M. Phil Programme, University Campus
Kirtipur, Kathamandu, Nepal

June 4, 2014.



Tribhuvan Univer sty
Central Department of English

Letter of Recommendation

Thisisto certify that Laxman Bhatta has completed his thesis entitled
“Assimilation as a Two- Way Transaction: Home and Abroad in Mukherjee, Tan and
Thapa”, under my supervision. He has prepared this thesis for the partial fulfillment
of the requirement for Master of Philosophy in Arts (English) from Tribhuvan

University. | recommend this thesis for viva voce.

Prof. Dr. Amma Ra Joshi
Head,
Central Department of English
Tribhuvan University,

Kathmandu, Nepal



Tribhivun University
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences
Central Department of English
Approval Letter
This thesis titled “Assimilation as a Two- Way Transaction: Home and
Abroad in Mukherjee, Tan and Thapa,” submitted to Central Department of English,

Tribhuvan University, by Laxman Bhatta has been approved by the undersigned

members of the research committee.

Members of the Research Committee

Internal Examiner

External Examiner

Head,

Central Department of English

Date: June 4, 2014




ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

| am wordless to convey my feelings of gratitude to my supervisor, Prof. Dr.
Amma Ragj Joshi, Head of the Central Department of English, Tribhuvan University,
for his genuine suggestions, supports and response for bringing this research into this
form. Without my supervisor's guidance and dignified suggestion during the thesis
work, this dissertation would never have witnessed the form it enjoys at present. Heis
and will remain my role model forever.

| would like to express my sincere gratitude to Prof. Dr. Abi Subedi, Prof. Dr.
Krishna Chandra Sharma, Prof. Dr. Sanjeev Upreti, Prof. Dr Rebati Prasad Neupane,
Prof. Dr Beerendra Pandey, Prof. Dr. Cheng Lok Chua, Dr. Ram Chandra Paudel, Dr.
Anirudra Thapa, and Dr. Shiva Rija for their valuable suggestions and
encouragements while carrying out this research. | am grateful to all the members of
research committee and lecturers.

| am grateful to my parents Dinesh Prasad Bhatta and Debaki Devi Bhatta for
love and affection while carrying out this research. | am indebted to my elder brother
Lab Ra), sisters Sabitri and Kaushila. | am equally grateful to reviewers, critics and
writers of the source materials from which | have cited. Finally yet importantly |
would like to express my sincere gratitude to all who were directly or indirectly
helping me to get this dissertation in its present form.

June 4, 2014 Laxman Bhatta



Abstract
This research explores the assimilation problemsin the life of Asian immigrants
living in America represented in Bharati Mukherjee’s Jasmine, Amy Tan’s The Joy
Luck Club and Manjushree Thapa’s Seasons of Fligh. Jasmine narrates the
assimilation problem of anillegal Indian immigrant in Americawhereas The Joy Luck
Club portrays the generation gap, cultural conflict and miscommunication between
Chinese born mothers and their American born daughters. Thapa’s narrative depicts
identity crisis of a Nepali immigrant living in America due to the assimilation
problems. The attempt of these charactersin the subsequent novel isfollowed closely
in the theoretical light on the issue of dividedness of the characters while living in the
alien land and diasporic experiences forwarded by theorist like Vijaya Mishra, R.
Radhakrishna and Stuart Hall. The diasporic characters attempting to assimilate in
Americaface asplit self identity and dividedness due to the failure of assimilation.
They can neither completely forget the past nor can they accept socio-cultural values
and assumptions of American society. As aresult they suffer from hybridity,
alienation and frustration. Hence, this research underscores the immigrants’ attempts

of assimilation as atwo way transaction: leaving them inbetween the past and present.
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