CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

1.1  Background

This study is an attempt to analyze the Chamling verb morphology from the formal

and functional perspectives.

Chamling is one of the Rai Kiranti languages of the Himalayish sub-group within
Tibeto-Burman group of Sino-Tibetan language family. The term 'Chamling' refers to
the people as well as the language they speak. According to the CBS report of Nepal
(2012), the population of Chamling native speakers is 76, 800 which is about 0.3% of
the total population (See: NPHC 2012, Volume 01).

Driem (2001:708) notes that Chamling is spoken in Khotang and Udayapur districts,
south of the Dumi and Sampang language areas, south of the Rava Khola and east of
the Dudhkoshi, and to the west of Bantawa territory. Chamling is spoken on both the
banks of the Sunkoshi, especially to the north-east of the river, though language
retention amongst the younger generation is reported to be high in communities on the
south-west bank such as Balamta, across the Sunkoshi from Rajapani and the
Sapsukhola. The Balamta dialect has no honorofic system. Children and even other

caste people residing there speak Chamling alike.

According to Grierson (1909), the languages of Nepal under the Himalayan group are
divided as pronominal and non pronominal. Chamling as a pronominal language is

classified as Khambu sub-dialect under the eastern sub division.

Ebert (1997:6) classifies Chamling into two major dialects-North-West (NW) and
South-East (SE) dialects.

Voegelin and Voegelin (1964-5) have classified Chamling as a pronominal Khambu-
dialect in Eastern Nepal sub-division under Sino-Tibetan, which resembles Bantawa.
Benedict (1972) has classified Chamling in Khambu division under the Tibeto-
Burman sub-division of Bahing-Hayu Kiranti.

The genetic affiliation of the Chamling language can be shown through the figure

given below.
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Source: Bradeley (2002) as cited in Yadava (2002: 146).

1.2 Statement of the problem

Till the date, no attempt has been made to analyze the verb morphology of Chamling
from the formal and functional perspectives. Thus, the main problem of this study is
to analyze the verb morphology from these perspectives. The specific problems of the

study are as follows:

(@ What is the system in inflectional morphology?

(b) What is the system in the derivational morphology?



1.3  Objectives of the study

The main objective of this study is to analyze the verb morphology in Chamling from
the formal and functional perspectives. The specific objectives of the study are as

follows:

(@ To find out inflectional morphemes in verb morphology in Chamling; and

(b) To find out the system in derivational morphology.

1.4 Review of literature

There are very few works on the Chamling verb morphology.

Ebert (1997) states that the majority of Chamling verbs constitute stem final
consonants /t/,/d/ and /s/ which are elided before a consonant and if the stem vowels
/al and /e/ remain, they are diphthongised. The stem final /k/ leaves the trace in the
preconsonantal stem, the combination of a and k (a+k) yields /o/ before a consonantal
suffix whereas (i/e+k) results in a glide u/o. The stem final /p/ optionally changes to
/m/ before a consonant. The variation p/m applies also to the verbs which drop /t/, /d/
and /s/ and she states that there is no change in open stems. She says that many verbs
are used transitively and intransitively without any change in the stem. The augment
<-t> after vowel and <-d> after consonant (without consonant elision) make
intransitive verb transitive. She states the prefixes <ta->, <mi-> and <pa->, the
suffixes <-i>, <-i(m)>, <-m>, <-ka>, <-na>, <-u> <-ci> and also infix<-n-> she
shows the inverse configurations of North-West (x\w) and South-West (sw) dialects of
Chamling spoken in Khotang district. She lists eleven post verbs-chud(arrive),
chungs/chod(send), da/dyo, (meaningful in combination only).
dha/dhas(fall/descend), khat/khaid(go/take) kas(throw), pak(put), si/set(die/kill),
nas/naid(stay/remain/keep), lond/lais(come out/take out) and pid(give). She lists
three non-finite verb forms: simultaneous converb <-sa>, purposive <-si> and

infinitive <-ma>.

Rai (2001) describes that the root ending in <-m-> gets deleted and <-p->,<-s-> and
<-pd-> or <-w> in her examples to form a stem, she lists the stems formed by the
addition of <-d->,<-dh->,<-t-> and <-s-> to the roots. She classifies the verbs into
seven groups- intransitive, transitive, bitransitive, complement, finite, non-finite and

complex verbs.



Rai (2009) lists transitive and intransitive changing of verbs. He shows their positive
and negative forms in sentence making. He uses the verbs 'ruyma (to say), laima (to
keep/put), hiyma (to say) and »aima (to keep/put) to show situation and conditions in
sentences. He lists the verbal suffixes <-si>, <-sa>, <-ya> and <-ce> and prefixes

<mi->, <ta->, and <pa->.

Rai (2012 a) states that a Chamling verb can end on any vowel except /2 /. He says
that the verbal stem may be suffixed with inflectional (tense) suffixes, pronominal
prefixes, infinitive suffix and negative affixes. He lists eight rules for stem alternation
in Chamling. He says that the verb stems ending on the consonants <t>, <s> and
<k> do not show the stem alternation. The verb stems ending on the vowel phoneme
<i>, the phoneme <i> is replaced by the glide /y/ before inflection. The stem final
consonants /d/ and /s/ elide when followed by another consonant. In some cases, the
stem final /s/ is replaced by the consonant /»/. The consonant clusters /ps/ and /pt/ are
replaced by bilabial nasal /m/. In the clusters /rs/ and /»s/, the syllable final /s/ is
elided. The verb stems ending on <-at>, the stem-final cluster is replaced by the
diphthong vowel phoneme <ai>. In the verbs stems ending on <-ak>,<-ok> and <-
yok>the stem final consonant /k/ elides entirely as the vowel value changes and if
they end on the phoneme /n/ or /y/, the final consonant phoneme elides and the
preceding vowel phoneme is either diphthongised and nasalised or backed raised and
nasalised. He points out four intransitive and five transitive configurations of
Chamling verbs. He states that prefixes and suffixes are added to the verb to mark
person and number. He uses three prefixes <ta->, <mi-> and <pa-> and the rest are
suffixes. He finds <- aic> and <-iic> to mark reflexive. He says that the prefix <mi->
and suffix <-da> to the stem to mark negative imperatives. The states the verb "hipe

/hiye’in non-past tense and 'hiye ko thio'in the past tense.

He finds compound verbs made with the help of vector verbs kas (to throw) and pak
(to put), emotive verbs with 'lama’. He mentions three non-finite verb forms :

infinitive <-ma>, purposive <-si> and simultaneous converb <-sa>.
1.5  Significance of the study

From the review of literature above mentioned, it is easily noted that the extensive

study of Chamling is a must. In order to understand sociological, anthropological and



cultural background of Chamling, it is inevitable to understand their language and its
situation. A better understanding of the situation of the Chamling language will
enhance any language development efforts. The analysis of the Chamling verb
morphology is of great significance for the following different points of view:

a. This study will be useful in academic purposes.

b. This study will be a resource for promoting endangered languages.

1.6 Research methodology

The researcher employed both primary and secondary sources of data. For primary
data collection, the researcher prepared questionaires, interview shedule, two hundred
ten word list and personal query as the research tool. After preparing them, the
researcher visited Balamta VDC where native speakers of the Chamling people reside.
Then, the researcher built rapport with the native speakers. The researcher made them
clear about the objectives of the research. The researcher selected ten males and two
females from Majha Gaun, Lankatala, Chhata gaun, Rumphutu, Danda Tole, Deurali,
Laku and Tirala of Balamata VDC, Udayapur. The researcher selected informants
from the age group 15 to 54. The secondary data were taken from dictionaries,
grammars, theses, and other reading materials. Interview schedule was the main tool
of collecting primary data for this research study. The frequent discussions were held
in order to verify the reliability of the data. The researcher selected twelve Chamling
native speakers for data elicitation and five native speakers to varify the collected
data. After collecting, transcribing and translating the data, the researcher described
them.

1.7  Organization of the study

This study has been organized into four chapters. Chapter 1 deals with the Chamling
language, statement of the problem, objectives of the study, review of literature,
significance of the study, research methodology and organization of the study.
Chapter 2 focuses on inflectional morphology. Here, we explore verb stem classes:
stem alternation, affixes, agreement system in terms of person, number, case and
directionality. Chapter 3 deals with derivational morphology and the last chapter deals
with summary and conclusion.



CHAPTER 2
INFLECTIONAL MORPHOLOGY

2.0 Outline

This chapter deals with inflectional morphology of Chamling verbs. It consists of six
different sections. In section 2.1 we classify the verbs and analyze their functions. In
section 2.2, we present a brief overview of verb stem classification and inflections
that occur in Chamling verbs. In section 2.3, we focus on agreement with number and
person affixes found in this language. In section 2.4, we discuss tense-aspect system
and their marking suffixes about past and non-past tense. In section 2.5, we discuss
mood and modality with their types. The last section presents summary of this

chapter.

2.1 The verbs

Verbs form an open class of words that code the core of propositions. In contrast with
the prototypical noun, the prototypical verb codes temporally instable notions, i.e.
actions, events and states (Givon 2001:52). Syntactically, verbs stand out as the core
constituent of clauses. Verbs are the grammatical heads of clauses. Verbs project the
grammatical roles and govern case on the nominal constituents. (Doornenbal,
2009:117). Verbs in Chamling are characterized by highly complex verb morphology.
Eleven persons with duals, plurals, inclusive, exclusive are marked on the verb in

actor and undergoer function (Ebert, 1997b).

2.1.1. Verbs ‘to be’

In Chamling, the verb ‘hige’ ‘to be’ is used in the affirmative and paina ‘not to be’ is
used in the negative for both the animate and inanimate and also for singular and non-
singular without any infection. The verb 'hiye" is used to state the locational and
existential functions. They are described in the following ways.

I.  Locational function of hine’

The verb 'hine’ is used to state the location of somebody or something in the present
context as in (1).



(1) a mina Kk'imqa hipe
mina  k"im-da hip-e
man  house-LoC be- NPST

‘The man is in the house.'

b. minaci k"imqahipe
mina-ci k"im-da hig-e
MeNn-NsG house-Loc be- NPST
‘The men are in the house.'
In the data given in (1a-b), the verb 'hiy-e' states the location of 'mina’ and 'minaci’
and it does not inflect for number.
The verb 'paina’ is used as the suppletive derivation of the verb 'hiye' states the

unavailability of somebody or something in the location in the present context as in (2).

(2) a mina k"imqa paina
mina  k"im-da paina
man house-LOC  NOT

‘The man is not in the house'

b. minacik"imqa paina
mina-ci k"im-da paina

man-pL house-LOC NOT

‘The man is not in the house'
In the data given in (2a-b), the verb 'paina’ states the unavailability of ‘'mina’ and
'minaci’ and it does not inflect for number.
The suffix <-koghio> is added to the verb 'hiye’ to state the location or somebody

something in the past and to the verb 'paina’ to state the unavailability of somebody or

something in the location in the past as in (3).

(3) a ase mina Kk'imga hiyekoghio
ase mina  k"im-da hine-kothio
yesterday man  house-LOC be-pPsT

‘The man was in the house yesterday.’



b. ase mina Kk'imqa painakoghio
ase mina k"im-da paina-kothio
yesterday man  house-Loc be.NEG-PST

‘The man was not in the house yesterday.’
In the data given in (3 a-b), the addition of the suffix <-kofhio>to the verb 'hiye’ and
'‘paina’ show the unavailability of 'mina’ in the past.

ii. Existential function of 'hine’

The verb 'hipe' states the belonging of somebody or something as existential function

as in (4).
(4) a. k'umo Kim  hige
k"u-mo k'im  hip-e

35G-POSS house be-NPST
'He/she has his/her house.'

b. acha hiye
a - cha hin-e
1sG.poss-child be-NPST
'l have my child.

In the data given in (4 a-b), the verb 'hiye' shows the existential function.

The verb 'hiye' states the universally accepted assumptions and facts as existential
function as in (5).
(5) a. hi hipaci hine

hi hipaci hin-e
blood red be-NPST
'‘Blood is red.'

b. nam bok'"im naka mhaipa hine
nam bok"im naka mhoipa hig-e
sun earth COM big be-NPST

"The sun is bigger than the earth.’



C. ampayuma opaci hine

ompayuma Opaci hin-e
silver white be-NPST
'Silver is white.'

In the data given in (5 a and c), the verb 'hiye" states the colour of 'hi* and 'ampayuma’
and in data (5b), it states the comparision of size between 'nam’' and 'bok"im".

2.1.2 Complement verb

'An element of clause or sentence structure traditionally associated with ‘completing’
the meaning specified by the verb (Crystal, 1992). In Chamling, the complement verb
is 'fir' 'to become’. In the sentences, such verbs make up subject complement as in
(6).
6) a K'unacuy ira

K'u  nacup tir-a

3sG  shaman become -PST

‘He/she became a shaman.’

b. k"ana na mhaipa fagira
k"ana na mhoipa ta-tir-a
2SG PART big 2-become-psT

“You became big.’

The data given in (6 a-b) show that khu and, khana are subjects nachuy and mhaipa

are subject complements.

The verb 'mu’ means 'to do' which makes object complement as in (7)
(7)a. K'u K'analsi nacuy mu

K'u  k"ana-loi nac"un mu

3SG  2SG-DAT shaman do -pPsT

‘He/she made you a shaman.’
In the data given in (7 a), the verb 'mu’ is the object complement



2.1.3 ldentificational verb

In Chamling, the verb "aina or aina (perhaps derived from paina /p/)" in isolation
means 'not to be' which is used in indentifying a person, place or thing in general and
it is realized only in the negative sentences as in (8).

(8) a.aya  nupy ram
ana nurg ram
1 SG. POSS name ram

'‘My name is Ram'.

b aga nupy ram oina.
ana nuy ram  oina.
1 SG. POSS name ram NEG

'My name is not Ram'.

c oko anicho aina
oko  a-nicho aina
this  1SG. Poss-brother NEG
"This is not my brother.’
In the data given in (8a-c), it is clear that the verb '2ina or aina' negates the identity of

'‘Ram' and my 'brother’
2.2 The verb stem classification

Most of the verb stems alternate between vocalic initial and consonantal initial
suffixes in the Chamling language. Variable and invariable stems are found in the

Chamling language which are discussed as follows:

a. Variable stem classes: Verb stem variation is a common feature of Kiranti
languages. Chamling exhibits this feature of stem variation caused by final cluster

ending and elision of stem-final consonants.

A number of Chamling verb stems end with a consonant cluster. The consonant

cluster exists if it is followed by a vowel initial suffix and last consonant if it is

10



followed by a consonant initial suffix is deleted due to restrictions of syllable

structure as in (9).

9) a. k"ors-i followed

k"or-ma follow

b. fims-a ‘ripen’
fim-ma ‘to ripe’

c. chors-a ‘urinated’
char-ma ‘to urinate’

d. hors-i ‘threw’
hor-ma ‘to throw’

From the data given in (9a-d), it is clear that stems with final cluster ending with <s>

is deleted without any change to form the infinitive verb.

In some verb-stems, the final consonant clusters undergo morphophonemic change as

in (10).
(10)a. hupc-i ‘bathed’
hum-ma ‘to bathe’
b. hups-i ‘wrapped’
hum-ma ‘to wrap’
c. K"rubg-yi ‘chewed’
K’rum-ma  ‘to chew’
d. k"rups-a ‘woke up’
k"rumma ‘to wake up’
e. kaps-i ‘stiched’
kam-ma ‘to stich’

From the data given in (10a-¢), verb stems with final consonant clusters <-pc>, <-
ps> and <-bg> undergo morphophonemic change and the clusters are replaced with

<-m>.

11



(if) Elision of stem final consonant before a consonantal suffix as in (11).

(11) a. huig-a ‘burned’

hui-ma ‘to burn’

b. pud-i ‘taken away’
pu-ma ‘to take away’

c. boig-i ‘brought’
bai-ma ‘to bring’

d. caid-i ‘taught’
cai-ma ‘to teach’

e. iq-i ‘gave’
i-ma ‘to give’

From the data given in (11a-e), it is clear the final single consonant <-¢> in verb

stems get elided in infinitive verb forms.

iii.  Elision of the stem final consonant /;/ and insertion of the default vowel as in

(12).
(12) rat fai-ma to bring
of oi-ma to break
¢hit ¢hsi-ma to find time
buy bui-ma to ring (time)
fit tui-ma to drip

The data given in (12) show that verb stems with <- /> preceded by a single vowel get

<-i> in diphthongization in infinitive verb forms.

iv. Stem final <-p> optionally changes to <-m> before a consonant as in (13).

(13) Ihap ham-ma ‘to catch’
K'rap  k'ram-ma  ‘to cry/weep
cap cam-ma ‘to be able’
kup kum-ma ‘to pick up’
qip ¢im-ma ‘to milk’
rep r"em-ma to stand

12



The data given in (13) show that stem final <-p> changes to <-m> in infinitive verb

form.

v. Deletion of the stem final consonant <-x> and rounding of /a/ = <- 0 > is
motivated by the labial feature of /m/ as in (14).

(14) rap ré-ma ‘to use’
wang wo-ma ‘to go inside’
K"apy k"6-ma ‘to look’

The data given in (14) show that verb stems with the final consonant <-x> are deleted

and the vowel /a/ is rounded as <-G> in infinitive verb forms.

vi. Deletion of stem final <-k> and rounding of /a/ as in (15)
(15) pak po-ma ‘to put’
nak no-ma ‘to beg’
The data given in (15) show that verb stem final <-k> is deleted and the vowel /a/ is

rounded as <o0> in infinitive verb forms.

b. Invariable stem classes: Some verb stems in Chamling remain unchanged before
vocalic and consonantal suffix. The suffix <-u> functions as a transitive marker and
the suffix <-a> functions as an intransitive object marker. They come under invariable

stem class as in (16).

(16) i. a. ik-u ‘ground’
ik-ma ‘to grind’
b. uk-u ‘peeled off
uk-ma ‘to peel off’
c. kol-a ‘became enough’

kol-ma  ‘to become enough’

d. bil-i ‘squeezed’
bil-ma ‘to squeeze’
e. hol-a ‘got mixed’

hol-ma  ‘to get mixed’

13



f. phel-a slipped’
phel-ma ‘to slip’

g. min-a ‘thought’
min-ma  ‘to think’

h. yor-i ‘picked out grains of maize’

yor-ma  ‘to pick out grains of maize’

i. lam-u ‘searched’

lam-ma  ‘to search’

3

j. yup-a sat’

yup-ma  ‘to sit’

In the data given in (16a-j), it is clear that final single consonants /k/I/m/y/n/r etc
remain constant in infinitive verb forms.

ii. In open stems, there are no changes as in (17).
A7) ypu  pu-ma ‘to fry’

Syu syu-ma  ‘to wash’

mu  mu-ma ‘to build’

ri ri-ma ‘to laugh’

Si si-ma ‘to die’

nhi  phi-ma  ‘to cook vegetable’

In the data given in (17), it is clear that verb stems with final vowel ending remain

constant in infinitive forms.

Table 2.1: Stem final alternation

Stem 1 | Stem 2 Stem 1 Gloss Stem 2 Gloss
Ante- | Ante- Ante-vocalic In English. Ante- In English
vocalic | consonantal consonantal
-ps- -m k"uwa borko hupsi He wrapped hum-ma ‘to wrap’
himself with a
shawl.
bg- | -m k"wa lapfikho He closed the k"rom-ma “to close’
k"robgyu door.
-¢h- -mh- k"uwa mi muighyi He blew the fire. | mui-mha ‘to blow’
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-pt- -m k"uwa yachalai hupzi | He/she batheda | hum-ma ‘to bathe sb’
baby.

Ps- -y k"u fyoqa He/she thought to | hip-ma

K" Amahiysa go there. ‘to think’

-r's- -r K"uwa lugto horsyu He/she threw a hor-ma ‘to throw’
stone.

-ms -m k"u imsa He/she slept. im-ma ‘to sleep’

-p- -m k"uwa wasa lhapu He/she caught a Iham-ma ‘to catch’
bird.

-t ) cabha praga Tiger roared. prai-ma ‘to roar’

-k- -k maisi puka Buffalo gave puk-ma ‘to give
birth to a young brith’
baby.

-I- -I- K'u p'ela He/she slipped. p'el-ma ‘to slip’

- 7 k"u tyoda hina He/she sat there. | hiy-ma “to sit’

-g- b wa-rdga The rain stopped. | ré-ma ‘to stop’

-S- b k"u mfd Kisi He/she combed | k'i-ma “to comb’
his/her hair.

-¢- b k"uwa kaloi buildi He/she called me. | bui-ma ‘to call’

Table (2.1) presents that most of the verbs alternate between vocalic and consonantal

suffixes. The final dental stop is deleted and compensated by /i/ insertion. A few of

them remain unchanged.

2.3 Agreement

The verb agrees with the person (agent and patient) in number in a sentence.

Chamling is characterized by complex verb paradigms in which person is marked

partly by suffixes, partly by prefixes and sometimes independently of role and

number. Person number marking is described as follows:

a. The second person object morpheme

Basic morph: <-na>
Label: 1— 2

The morpheme <-na> indicates second person object in a 1—2 transitive configuration.

In 1 SG —2sG form, the agent and its number are unmarked. However, in 1SG —2DU
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and 1sG —2 pL forms, the person of agent is marked but its singularity of agency is
unmarked. On the other hand, the object and its number are marked as in (18)
(18) a. p"lona

p'lo  -na

help -1-52.PST

‘I helped you’

b. p"lonaci
p"lo - na - cCi

help-1—2 -DU-PST

‘I helped you two’
h .
c. p'lonani
P'lo-na- ni

help-1— 2 - 2pPL.PST
'l helped you all'.

The data given in (18 a-c), show that the morpheme <-na> indicates second person

object and suffixes <-ci> and <-ni> represent singular, dual and plural respectively.

However, the suffix <-na> changes to <-n> in non-past form of first person singular
agent and second person singular object configuration as in (19).
(19) a. p"lone

p"lo - n-e

help-1SG—2SG-NPST

' help/will help you.'

It remains the same suffix with the second person dual and plural as in (20)
(20) a. p"lonace

p"lo - na - c-e

help-1—2-DU-NPST

'I help/will help you two.'

b. p"lonaniye
p"lo - na - ni- ye
help-1—2-2PL.NPST

'I help/will help you all'.

16



b. The third person patient morpheme
Basic morph: <-u/ -i>
Label 3P

A third person object is marked by <-u/ -i> as in (21):
(21) a. fap"logim

ta-p"lod - i-m (a)

2- help-3P - 2PL.A. PST

"You helped him/her.

b. p"lodicupa
p'lod - i-c-una
help-3P-DU- 1SG. PST
‘I helped them’

c. lhapu
Ihap-u
catch - 3p.psST
‘He/She caught him/her.'

d.lhapucimka
Ihapucimka
lhap- u-c -i - m-ka

catch-3P- DU-3P -1INSG.A - EXCL.PST

e. rap"logyi
ta - p"lod-i
2-help-2sG- 3sG .pPST
“You helped him/her’

f. ap"logim
ta-p"lod - u-m
2-help-2pL-3P- 2PA. PST
"You all helped him/her.'

17



In the data given in (21 a-f), the suffix <-u> appears in the third person patient. The
suffix <-i> plural object with the first person singular subject. For the case of other

subjects, the suffix <-i> is used to mark the third person object.

In the third person ditransitive verb forms, the third person object <-u> marks only

the indirect object as in (22):

(22) a. p"logi
p"lod-i
help-3p. PST

'He helped him (with something).

b. iqi
id-i
give-3P. PST

'He gave her (something)'".

In the verbs given in (22 a-b), it is clear that the verbs above are ditransitive verbs
because they take three arguments in the sentence level. In 1—-3, 2—3 arnd 3—3
structural series, <-u> occurs in the fourth suffixal slot with an identical phonetic

form and a common semantic distinctiveness.

c. The first person exclusive
Basic morph <-ka>
Label: INSG.EXCL.S/P

The suffix <-ka> signals the first person subject or object non-singular exclusive
meaning. It occurs as subject, agent and object in verb forms as in (23):
(23) a. raripsacka

ta-fipsa-c-ka

2-meet-DU- EXCL

"You met us two."'

b. rasipsika
ta-fips- 1 —ka
2- meet-1PL.P- EXCL PST
"You met us all'.
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C. pasipsacka
pa-tipsa - € - ka
3-meet-DU- EXCL
'He/They met us two (he and me)'.

d. pasipsi ka
pa-tips-i — ka
3-meet-1PL.P- EXCL. PST
'He/they met us all (not you)'.

In the data given in (23 a-d), the suffix <-ka> occurs as the first person non-singular

exclusive subject or object.

d. The first person singular
Basic morph: <-una>
Label: 1SG-S/P

The suffix <-una> represents the first person singular subject or object in the past. It
occurs as a subject, agent and object in verb forms. It has the allomorph <-up> as in (24).

(24) a. pusuna
pus-una
g0-1SG.PST
I went.'

b. senuna
sen-u-na
ask-3P-1SG.PST
'l asked him/her.’

C. pasenuna
pa-sen-una
3-ask-1SG.0.PST
'He asked me'.
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d. fa-sen-una
2-ask-1SG. 0.PST

"You asked me'.

In the data given in (24a-d) show that the suffix <-uma or uy> is the first person

singular subject or object patient.

e. The duality of subjects and patient and third person non-singular object
Basic morph: <-ci~-c->

Label: bu

Duality of the first person subject, object and agent are marked by <-ci~-c>as in (25).
(25) a. k"rapaci

k'rapa-ci

weep-DU.PST

‘We two wept.'

b. rakhrapaci
ta-k"rapa-ci
2-weep-DU.PST

‘You two wept.’

c. khrapacka
k"rapa-c-ka
weep-DU-EXCL.PST

‘We two (not you) wept.’

d. fabuiqgacka
ta-buida-c-ka
2-call-DU-EXCL.PST

"You called us two.'

e. pa buigacka
pa- buida-c-ka
3- call-DuU-EXCL. PST

'He/they called us two (he and me).'
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In the data given in (25 a-d), the suffix <-ci> appears only the duality of first person
subject or object inclusivity and the duality of the second person and the suffix <-c>

appears only when the suffix <-ci> is followed by another suffix.
f.  The duality of second person subject or object

The morpheme <-ci> marks duality of second person subject or object or agent as in (26).
(26) a. rakhrupsaci

ta - k'rupsa - ci

2-wake up-DU.PST

"You two woke up.'

b. rabuidaci
ta-buida-ci
2-call-2.pu.psT
"You two called him/them.’

c. rabuiqgaci
ta-buida-ci
2-call-pu.psT

'He/they called you two.'

d. buinaci
bui-na-ci
call-1 -2 - Du.psT

"‘We/l called you two."'

In the data given in (26 a-d) show that the suffix <ci> marks the duality of second

person subject or object.

g. Duality of third person subject and agent, and non-singularity of object.
Duality of the third person subject and agent and non-singularity of third person
object are marked by the suffixes <-ci> and <-c> respectively as in (27)
(27) a. khrapaci

k"rapa-ci

Weep-3DU. PST

"They two wept.'
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b. palhapaci
pa-lhapa-ci
3-catch-Du. PST
"They both caught him/them.’

c. lhapuy cuy
Ihap-un-c-un
catch-1sG-DU-1SG.PST

'l caught them."'

d. ralhapu cim

ta-lhap-u-c-i-m

2-catch-3P-DuU-3P-2PLA.

"You all caught them.’
In the data given in (27 a-d), the suffixes <-ci> and <-c> show third person non-
singular subject or object.
h. Plurality of subject and object
Basic morph: <-i>
Label: PL.S/O

The suffix <-i> represents the plurality of subject and object in the first and second

person verb forms as in (28)

(28) a. pusi
pus - i
go-1PL. S.PST.

‘We all (and you) went.’

b. rapusi
ta-pus-i
2-g0-2PL.S.PST

‘You all went.”

c. palhapi
pa-lhap -i
3-catch-1PL.P.PST

‘He/they caught us all.’
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d. ralhapi
ta-lhap-i
2-catch-2prL.p.PST

‘He/they caught you all.’

In the data given in (28 a-d), the suffix <-i> represents the plurality of subject and
object in the first and second person verb forms

i fa-
The prefix < ra- > stands for the second person in all configurations as in (29)
(29) a. rakhrapa

ta-khrap-a

2- Weep - PST

"You wept.'

b. tacuiqa
ta-cuid - a
2 - teach- PST
‘She/he taught you.'

In the data given in (29 a-b), the prefix <-fa-> stands for the second person in all

configurations.
j. mi-

The prefix <mi-> represents the third person plural agent in affirmative intransitive
forms as in (30).
(30) a. mi-bul-a

3pPL-be angry- pST

"They all became angry.'

b. mi-sy-a
3pPL- die-PST
They all died.'
The data given in (30 a-b) show that the prefix <mi-> represents the third person
plural agent in affirmative intransitive forms.
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k. pa-
The prefix <pa-> functions as an inverse marker (3—1) and also (3bu/PL—3). The
third person plural transitive form have the inverse marker <pa-> as in (31).
(31) 3bu—3 pagekaci
pa-teka-ci
3-see - DU. PST
‘They both saw him/them'

3rL—>3  pareka
pa-tek-a
3- see - PST
"They all saw him/them'

3>1sc  pal"apura
pa-1"ap-una
3-catch 1sG. psT
'He/they caught me.'
3— 1Du.INCL palhapaci
pa-lhapa-ci
3- catch - bL
'He/they caught us two (you and me)'

3—1pu. ExcL palhapacka
pa-lhapa-c-ka
3- catch - DU- EXCL.PST

'He/they caught us two (him and me)

3—1PL. INCL palhapi
pa-lhap-i
3-catch-1pPL.PST
'He/they caught us all. (and you)'

3—1pL.EXCL palhapika
pa-lhap - i-ka
3- catch- 1PL.P-EXCL.PST
'He/they caught us all (not you)'
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The data given in (31) show that the prefix <pa-> represents the inverse configuration

3—1 and also 3pu/PL—3.
m. -aic

In Chamling, the suffix <-aic> is added to the verb stem to form reflexive verbs. It is
realized in the sentences as in (32)
(32) a. k& fekaicat
ka fek-aic-a1
1SG see-Rer-1SG.NPST
'l see myself.'
b. k& hupgaicai
k& hupt-aic-oi
1SG bathe-rer-1SG.NPST
'l bathe myself.’
c. khana farhugaice
khana ta-t"ud-aic-e
2SG Spit-rRer-NPST
"You spit yourself.'

Chamling person and number affixes can be tentatively assigned to affix slots. It
should be kept in mind that elements in different slots do not necessarily combine.
The organization of verbal affixes slots can be presented in the following sway.

Table 2.2: Verb suffixes slots in Chamling verbs

Suffix
S1 S2- S3 S4 S5 S6 S7
-na -i
~Ci

-ya
-i
-Ci

-u -C -yu -ka

-u -m -C -um

Y/ -uy

Source: Ebert, 1997 a.
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Table : 2.3: Intransitive agreement-past form

Agent Prefix Stem Suffix
1sG > -una

1 DU.EXCL >3 -cka

1 DU.INCL 5 ~Ci
1PL.EXCL 5 -i(m)ka
1PL.INCL 5 -

2 SG ta- > -a
2DU (a- >3 ~Ci
2PL ta- > -i
3SG - > -a
3DuU )3 -Ci
3PL - 3 -a

Table (2.3) presents the prefixes and suffixes corresponding number and person in

past tense. The prefix <mi-> and all the suffixes are added to the stem of intransive

verbs. The suffix <-ka> is the exclusive marker.

Table : 2.4: First person agent suffixes

Configuration Stem Suffix
1SG —>2sG > -na
1sG —»2DuU )3 -naci
1sG —>2prL )3 -nani
1DU.EXCL—2 )3 -acka
1PL.EXCL—>2 )3 -ika
1s6—3sG -up(a)
1SG—3NSG 2 -cun(a)
1Du. INCL —3SG 2 -aci
1DuU. INCL —3NSG 2 -acka
1PL. INCL —>3SG 2 'U”T
1PL. INCL —3NSG 2 -ucim
1PL. EXCL —3SG 2 -umka
> -ucimka

1PL. EXCL —>3NSG
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Table (2.4) presents the suffixes corresponding number and person in 1—»2 or 1—3
configuration of transitive verbs in the past tense. The suffix <-na> is a second object

marker. The suffixes <-ci> and <-ni> are dual and plural markers.

Table 2.5: Second person agent affixes

Configuration Prefix Stem Suffix
25G—3sG ta- 2 -u
25G—3NSG [a- 2 -uci
2DU—>3SG/NSG [a- z -aci
2PL—35G (a- )2 -um
2PL—>3NSG [a- 2 -ucim
25G—1SG a- > -uy(a)
2NSG—1SG ta- 2 -Cuy
2—1DU. EXCL a- z -acka
2—1PL. EXCL fa- )3 -ika

Table (2.5) presents the prefix <ga-> corresponding to the second person subject or
agent and the suffixes are added to the verb stems to mark the first person or third
person object.
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Table 2.6: Third person agent (Inverse markings)

Configuration Prefix Stem Suffix
3s6—>1sG pa- z -u(a)
3NSG—1SG pa- )2 -cuy
3—1Du. INCL pa- 2 -acl
3—1DU. EXCL pa- 2 -acka
3—1PL. INCL pa- 2 -
3—>1PL. EXCL pa- > -ika
3—2SG ta- > -a
3—2DU (a- )3 -aci
3—2pL [a- 5 -i
356—>3sG - 3 -u
356—>3NSG - > -uci
3DU —3SG/NSG pa- > -ac
3PL—35G pa- > -a
3PL—>3NSG mi- 5 -uci

Table (2.6) presents the prefixes and suffixes used in inverse configuration 3—1,
3—2 and 3—-3.
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Table 2.7 : Person number affixes

Marker Gloss Function

<-upy(a)> 1SG. PST First person singular marker in past.

< -2il6 > 1SG. NPST First person singular marker in non-past.

<-ci> 1 DU. INCL First person dual inclusive marker.

<-cka> 1 DU. EXCL First person dual exclusive marker.

<-i> 1PL.PIs First person plural patient or subject to intransitive verb
<-ika> 1 PL.EXCL First person plural exclusive marker.

<-m> INSG.A First person non singular actor.

<-u> 1sG.p First person singular patient.

<fa> 2 Second person subject and patient.

<-i> 2PL. PIS Second person plural patient and subject to intransitive verb.
<-m> 2PL.A First and second person plural actor.

<-ni> 1PL.P Second person plural marker

<-ci> 2 DU Second person dual.

<-u> 25G.IMP Second person singular imperative

<mi-> 3PL.A Third person plural intransitive

<-u>/<-i> | 3P Third person patient.

<pa-> 3s Third person subject to transitive verb.

<-ci> 3NSG. P Third person non-singular patient.

Table (2.7) presents all the prefixes and suffixes used in marking all the persons with

respect to number, person and grammatical category.

2.4 Tense -aspect

Tense is a grammatical category which refers to the way the grammar marks the time

at which the action denoted by the verb takes place (Payne, 2003:236).

Chamling language possesses a morphological distinction between past and non-past

tenses. Chamling verbs are inflected to indicate those two tenses by means of different

tense marking morphemes. The past tense refers to the situation prior to the present

moment and non-past and future both. The tense system in Chamling is as follows.
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24.1 Tense

In Chamling, there is a two-way distinction of tense: past/ non-past as in the diagram

below:

Past %= Non-past

a) Non-past tense

Non past tense refers to a specific present situation only with the stative verbs or the
stative meaning component of two phase verbs (Ebert, 1997a:46). The non-past tense
combines temporal and aspectual imperfective features. It is used with future time

reference and in general statements independent of time reference (Ebert, 1997a:46).

The suffix <- ot/ 8 /yo/e> is used as a non- past tense marker which is described as

follows:
a. The non-past tense marker <-ai>

The non-past tense morpheme is marked by the suffix <-a2> in the verb if the first
person singular appears as the subject and the patient as in (33).
(33) a. kapa i hugai

kana tui hud-oi

I clothes buy-1SG. NPST

‘I buy/will buy clothes.'

b. k"anawa kaloi ragekoi
k'ana-wa  ké-loi ta- tek-of
2SG.-ERG 1SG-DAT 2 - see-1SG. NPST

"You see/will see me'

c. K'uwa kéloi pajekor
k"u-wa ka-loi pa- tek-of
3SG  1SG-DAT 3-see-1SG. NPST

'He sees/will see me.'
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d. kana hinot
kana hin - of
1sG  sit - 1SG.NPST

‘I sit/will sit.'

In the data given in (33 a- d), the suffix < -ai > marks the first person singular patient

in the non-past tense.
b. The non-past tense marker < -6 >

The non-past tense is also marked by the suffix < -6 >in the first person singular
subject and the patient in the transitive constructions in some cases as in (34).
(34) aka K'uloi fipsé

ka K" - loi tips - 0

1SG  3sG-DAT meet-NPST

'I meet/will meet him/her.'

b. k"anawa  Kaloi  fafipsd

K'ana-wa  ki-loi ta-tips-0

2SG-ERG 1sG-DAT 2-meet-NPST

"You meet/will meet me.'
The suffix <-6 >marks the nonpast tense negative for the second person singular in
intransitive construction and marks the non-past tense for the intransitive- negative
construciton (pa + stem + ) of the first person singular and third person singular and
plural subjects as in (35).

a. ka pabaind
k& pa- basi- n- 0

1SG  NEG - COMe - NEG - NPST

'l don't come.

b. k'u paband
K'u pa- ban -
3SG NEG-COMe- NPST

'He/She doesn't come.'
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c. k'uci paband

K'uci pa- ban -
3PL NEG-COme- NPST
They don't come.'

In the data given in (35 a-c), the suffix <- 6 > functions as a negative non past tense

marker for the second person singular subject to intransitive verb.

c. The non-past tense marker < -yo>
The non-past tense morpheme is also marked by the suffix < -yo> in the verb of the

configurations. 2sG¢ — 3, 3sG — 3 and 3PL — 3NsG as in (36).

(36). a. k'uwa k"analoi fipsyo
K"u-wa k"ana-loi tips-yo
3SG-ERG 2SG-DAT meet -3SG. NPST

'He meets/will meet you.'

b. K'uwa rd  cyoyo
K'u-wa 6  cyo-yo
3SG-ERG rice  eat-NPST

'He eats/will eat rice.'

c. k"anawa k'ulsi 7aekyo
k"ana-wa K"u-loi ta- tek-yo
2SG-ERG he-DAT 2- see-3SG. NPST

"You see/will see him.'

d. k"anawa K'uciloi zafekyo.
k'ana-wa  Kk"uci-loi ta- tek -yo
2SG-ERG 3DU/PL-DAT  2-see-2SG. NPST

"You see/will see them.'

e. k'uwa mwainicilai  buigyocyo
K"u-wa m - waini - Ci - loi buid-yo-cyo
3SG-ERG 3sG.Poss-friend-DU/PL-DAT  call-3SG-NPST

'He calls/will call his friends.'
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f. K'uciwa klamaiciloi  mirhdkucyo
K"uci - wa klamoai - ci - lai mi - rhék -u-c-yo
3PL-ERG young lady-bu-pat  3PL- chase - 3p - bu - NPST
"They chase the young ladies.'

In the data given in (36 a - f), the suffix <- yo> marks the non-past tense.
d. The non-past tense marker < -e>

The non-past tense morpheme is also marked by the suffix <-e> in the verb of the
subject of any person and number except the first person singulr in the intransitive
constructions. The suffix <-e> denotes non-past tense in the transitive and intransitive
verbs as in (37).
(37) a. K"uk"rape

K'u  K'rap-e

3SG  weep- NPsT

'He/she weeps/will weep.'

b. k"ana syoqa rakhage
K"ana tyoda ta-khat-e
1sc  there 2-Qo- NPST

"You go/will go there.'

c. k"uciwa fui pahuqace
K'u-ci-wa  tui pa-huda-c-e
He-DU-ERG  clothes 3-buy-DU-NPST

"They two buy/will buy clothes.’

d. k"ana k"im ¢a fapuse
k'ana k"'im-da  ta-pus-e
You-sG home-LOC 2 - Q0 - NPST

"You go/will go tome.’

e. k"ici K'imqa japusace
k'sici k"im-da ta-pusa-c-e
2DU  home-LOC  2-Q0 - DU-NPST

"You two go/will go home.'

33



. koici  K'im ¢a pusace
koi-ci k"'m- da pusa-c-e
1DU.INCL  home-LOC @O - DU - INCL. NPST

‘We two go/will go home.'

. koi  K'imqa pusiye

koi  K"im- da pus-i-ye

1pL  home-LOC  go0-1PL.S- NPST
‘We all go/will home.'

. koika K'imda pusike

koi-ka K"im- da pus-i-ke
1PL-EXCL  home-LOC QO -PL-EXCL.NPST
'‘We all (not you) go/will go home.'

i. kocka K'imqa pusacke

kacka K"im- da pusa-c-k-e
1DU.EXCL home-LOC ~ gO- DU-EXCL-NPST
'We two (not you) go/will go home.'

j. K'uci rd  pacace

K'u-ci rd pa-ca-c-e

3DU  rice 3- eat -DU-NPST
"They two eat/will eat rice.'

In the data given in (37 a-j), it is clear that the final vowel <-e> of the verbs indicates
non-past tense. In (37 g), the glide /y/ is inserted between /i/ and /e/ because the vowel

sequence < i+e > is not allowed in the Chamling language.

Past tense

According to Comrie (1958:41), the past tense refers to the situation prior to the
present movement and says nothing about where the past situation occupies just as a
single point prior to the present moment or an extended time period prior to the
present movement, indeed the whole of the time up to present movement. The past
tense in Chamling is marked differently according to the person and number. They are

described as follows:
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a. The past tense marker <-upa>

The past tense marker <una> is realized in the first person singular subject and

patient. It has been described previously in the data given in (24).

b. The past tense marker is <-a>
The past tense marker <-a>appears only with third person singular constructions as in
(38). a. cab"a K'oliga praa

cab"a Koli -da prar-a

tiger forest-LOC roar -PST

"The tiger roared in the forest.'

b. K'usyoqa khasa
k'u tyoda  khat-a
3sG  there go - PST
'He/She went there.'

c. k'u pyoqa sya
kK'u syoda si - a
3sG there die-PST
'He died there.’

In the data given in (38 a-c), it is clear that the suffix <-a> is a past tense marker.

With all the numbers in transitive and intransitive constructions, the past tense marker

<-a> functions as a finite base marker as in (39)

(39) a. k"sicizui sapakaci
K'aici tui fa -paka-c-i
2DU clothes 2- wear -DU-3P.PST

"You two wore clothes.'

b k"uini sui fapakum
K'uini  tui ta-pak-u-m
2PL clothes 2- wear- 3P-2PL.A.PST
"You all wore clothes.'
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c. k'uci k"aba pachyoraci
K'uci k'aba pa-chyora-c-i
3DuU money 3-pay-DU-3P.PST
"They two paid the money.'

d. k'uciwa k"aba pachyoraci
K'uci-wa k'aba pa-chyora-c-i
3DU-ERG money 3- pay-Du- 3P.PST

"They two paid the money.'

e. k"uciwa kacka-lai pa fipsaci
K'uci-wa kacka-loi pa- tipsa-c-i
3 DU-ERG 1DU- DAT 3-meet-DU-PST

They two met us two.'

f. k'uciwa kai. lai pa 7ipsi(m)ka
K'uci-wa kai- loi pa- tips-i - ka
3DU-ERG 1PL-DAT 3-meet-1PL.P- EXCL.PST

‘They two met us all (not you).'
In the data given in (39 a-f), it is clear that the past tense marker <-a> is a finite base
marker.With the second and third person singular in transitive construction also the
past tense is unmarked as in (40).
(40) a. k"ana sui japaku

k'ana tui fa-pak-u

2SG clothes 2- wear - SG. PST

"You wore clothes.’

b. k'uwa k"aba chyoru
K"u-wa k"aba chyor-u
3SG-ERG money pay-3SG.pPST

'He paid the money.'
In the data given in (40), it is clear that past tense is unmarked with the second and

third person singular in transitive construction.
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c. The past tense marker <-kothio>

The past tense marker <-koghio> is composed of <-ko> and <-fhio>. These
morphemes might have been borrowed from Nepali. The suffix <-ko>is a perfective
marker and only the suffix <-fhio> indicates the past tense which is probably

borrowed from Nepali as in (41).

(41) a. k'u pusanasakothio
K'u  pusa-pasa-koghio
3SG  gO0-PROG-PST
'He/she was going.'

b. K'uci pusapasacikoghio
k'uci  pusa-pasa-ci-kothio
3DU. g0-PROG-DU-PST

"They two were going.'

C. kana pusunasun(a)kothio
kaga pus-u-yas-ug(a) -kothio
1SG  g0-1SG.S-PROG-1SG-PST

'l was going.'

d. k"uwa mc"u  I"apukoghio
K"u-wa m-cu I"ap-u-ko-hio
3SG-ERG 3sG. POss-hand catch-3p- PERF. PST
'He/she had caught his/her hand.'
In the data given (41 a-d), it is clear that <-koghio> is a past tense marker.

2.4.2 Aspect

Aspect refers to the internal temporal structure of an event. It indicates whether an
event, state, process or action that is denoted process or action that is denoted by a
verb is completed or in progress (Katamba, 1993:221). There are two types of aspects
of verb: lexical and grammatical (Regmi, 2007). It describes the internal temporal
shape of events or states (Payne, 2003:238). Grammatical aspect is the addition of
communicative perspective to the states or events, above or beyond their inherent
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aspectuality (Givén, 2001:288). The following grammatical aspects are found in
Chamling:

a. Perfective aspect

In perfective aspect, the situation is viewed in its entirety independent of tense
(Payne, 2003: 239).

The perfective aspect focuses on termination and boundless of the action. It has strong
association with the past tense. (Givdn, 2001:288). So, Chamling past tense always
denotes perfective aspect as in the data ealier described in (38) and (39).

b. Perfect aspect

Perfect aspect describes the currently relevant state brought by the situation
(normally an event) expressed by the verb (Payne 2003:239). In Chamling, it
is makred by the suffix <-kohinelkohié > as in (42)

(42) a. K"'uwa mchu  lhapukohine
K'u-wa m-chu lhap-u-ko-hip-e
3SG-ERG 3SG.POSS -hand catch- 3P-PERF-be - NPST
'He/she has caught his/her hand.'

b. k'uwa kai.loi parhaikukohine
k"u-wa ki-loi pa-rhaik-u-kohin-e
He/she-ERG  I-DAT 3-scold-1SG.P- be - NPST

'He/she has scolded me.'

In the data given in (42 a-b), it is clear that the suffix <-kohiye/kohié > is added to the
verb as a present perfect aspect marker and the auxiliary verb 'hige’ comes only in the

non past tense.
c. Pluperfect aspect

Pluperfect combines aspect and past tense. The effect of this combination is to shift
the deitic centre (DC) from 'now' to some point in the past (Payne, 2003:240). In
Chamling, it is marked by the suffix <-kofhio>which has been previously described in
(41).
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d. Imperfective Aspect

The imperfective aspect focuses away from the termination and boundedness of the
action (Givon, 2001:288) so, on the basis of the internal structure of the situation, the
imperfective aspect in Chamling can be classified into habitual and progressive.

i. Habitual

Habituality is that they describe a situation which is characteristic of an extended
period time, so extended in fact that the situation refered to is viewed not as an
incidental property of the moment but, precisely, as a characteristic feature of a whole
period (Comrie, 197: 28). It has been described in (43).

(43)a. k' K'ae

K'u kh’t-e
3SG gO-NPST
'He/she goes'.

b. ka k"analai  K'apai

ka k"ana-loi k"an-oi
1SG 2 sG-DAT l00k-1SG.NPST
'l look at you.'

c. k"anawa kdloi  razipsyo

KMana-wa  ka-loi ta-tips-yo

2 SG.-ERG 1SG-DAT 2-meet-2S.NPST
"You meet me.'
d. K" ici k'ulsi  razipsace
K'sici K"u-lai fa-tipsa - C - €
2 DU 3SG-DAT 2-meet - DU-3P.NPST

"You two meet him.'

e. K'u  mk'im K"ase
K'u  m-k"im kat-e
3sG  3sG.POss-house go- NPST

'He/she goes to his/her house.'
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f. K'uwa arak"a gipe
K'u-wa arak"a dip-e
3SG-ERG alcohol drink-NPST
'He/she drinks alcohol’'
In the data given in (43 a-f), the verbs show the habit of doing someting in the present
situation. The verbs have zero mark to indicate habituality in Chamling.

ii. Progressive

Progressive aspect refers to an action which is in progress. The progressive aspect in
Chamling is expressed by the suffix <-yas> in the verb root. It is followed by the
‘Be” verb. Past and non-past tense, number, and pronominal suffixes are inflected in
the ‘Be verb’in (44).

(44) a. K'u pusenase
K'u  pus-e-nas-e
3SG  gO-NPST-PROG-NPST
'He/she is going'

b. K'uci pusapasace
k'u-ci pusa-nasa-ce
3-DU  gO-PRO-DU.NPST
"They two are going.'

C. kana pusai. yasor
kana pus-oi-yas- of
I-sG  g0-1SG. NPST-PROG-1SG.NPST

‘I am going.'

d. koipusinasiye
kol pus-i-nas-i-ye
1PL.INCL go-1PL.S-PROG -1PL.S-NPST
'‘We all (and you) are going.'

e. koika pusiyasike
kai-ka pus-i-yas-i-k-e
1PL.-EXCL go-1PL.S-PROG-1PL.S-EXCL- NPST
‘We all (not you) are going.'
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The data given in (44 a-e), it is clear that the suffix <-yas> is used to show
progressive aspect. When it is followed by the nominalizer <-ko>, it shows the past
progressive and the suffix <-e> in the final position of the verb refers to the non-past
progressive. The suffix <-pas> is the derived form of the verb ‘»aima’ which means

‘to keep’.
2.5 Mood and modality

Mood is a grammatical category of verbs. Mood describes the speaker’s attitude
toward a situation including speaker’s belief in its reality or likelihood. It also
describes the speaker’s estimation of the relevance of the situation to him or herself
(Payne, 1997: 244). Mood describes the actuality of events in terms of possibility,
necessity or desirability (Watters, 2005). So, mood is a grammatical reflection of the

speaker’s purpose in speaking.

In Chamling, declarative and interrogative moods are inflected for all tense, person
and numbers imperative mood is restricted to the second person, optative mood is

related to the third person.
2.5.1. Mood

In Chamling, declarative and interrogative moods are inflected for all tense, person
and numbers. Imperative mood is restricted to the second person, optative mood is

related to the third person.
a. Declarative mood

In Chamling, the regular forms of verb in statement or assertive sentences that inflect

for the person, number and tense as in (45).

(45) a. ka ak"imni K"aai
ka  a-k"im-ni k"at-of
1sG  1SG.POSS-house-LOC Q0-1SG.NPST

'I go/will go to my house.'
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b. ka  ak"imni K"afuny
ka a-k"im-ni K"at-uy
l.sG 1SG.POSS-house-LOC  0-1SG.PST
'l went to my house.'

c. oko ifupma
oko i-tuyma
This  1pL.pOSs-village

"This is our village.'

d. k'u  mhe
K'u  mh-e
3sG  fight-NPST
'He/she fights/will fight."

e. k"u mha
Ky mh-a
3sG  fight- pST
'He/she fought.'
In the data given in (45 a-e), it is clear that above data are in the declarative mood.

There is not particular morpheme to indicate this mood.
b. Interrogative mood

The interrogative mood in Chamling is expressed with question words and rising

intonations. The yes/no type of questions are marked by the intonation as in (46).

(46) a. kK"anawa  pyokolai fazeku
k"ana-wa tyoko-lai ta-tek- u
YOU-SG-ERG  that-DAT 2-see-3P.PST

'Did you see that?'

b. fyoko K"im somo?
that house whose

'Whose house is that?'
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Adding different question words before the verb makes the interrogatives. The

question words used to make an interrogative are as in (47).

c. k'u gelo sya?

K'u  delo si-a?
3SG when
‘When did he/she die?'

. k"ana k"oqa jahine?

k'ana koda ta-hiy-e
2SG where 2-stay-NPST
‘Where do you stay?'

(47) de what
S0 who
k"oqa where (at)
¢elo when
qono why
qoko which

dosomsa/doso  how

demno/ dgemna  how much
qosko  of what kind

k"oqa where

demo of what

In the data given in (47), it is clear that the words are used in making wh-questions in

Chamling.

C.

In Chamling, the suffix <-a> is added to a verb stem in singular, <-ci> is added right

after <-a> to form dual number and <-ni> is added right after <-a> to form plural

Imperative mood

number as in (48).

die-psST

. K'uci ale mik"aze?
K'uci ale mi-k"at-e
3rL  today 3PL-QO-NPST
‘Do they go today?'
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(48) a. pyoda k"asa
tyoda Kk"ata
there go.IMP.SG
‘(you alone) Go there!'

b. fyoda k"asaci
tyoda k"ata-ci
there go.IMP-DU
'(you two) go there!’

c. fyoda k'azani
tyoda K"ata-ni
there go.IMP-PL

'(You all) go there!

The data given in (48) show that the suffix <-a> represents imperative sentence and

the suffixes <-ci> and <-ni> are added to show dual and plural numbers.

Transitive verbs retain the patient markers in the imperative as in (49).
(49) a. kapc'usyu

kap-c"u s-yu

2SG.poss-hand wash - 2SG. IMP

'(You alone) wash your hand.’

b. kapgui paku
kap - tui pak-u
2SG.poss-clothes wear-2SG.IMP

"‘Wear your clothes.’

c. (k"ana) 6 cyo
(k"ana) 6 c-yo
2SG rice eat-2SG.IMP

'(You) eat rice.'
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d. (K'uic) ré caci
(K"uici) 6 ca-ci
(2pL) rice eat- DU .IMP

'(You two) eat rice.'

e. (K"uini) ro cani
(K"ui-ni) 6 ca-ni
(2rL) rice eat- PL.IMP

'(You all) eat rice.'

The data given in (49 a-e) show that the suffixes <-i>, <-yu> and <-yo> are
transitive patient markers. The suffixes <-ci> and <-ni> are dual and plural subject

markers.
d. Prohibitive mood

The Negative marker <mi-> is added before the verb stem and the auxiliary <-¢a>
(after intransitive verb) and <-¢yo> (after transitive verb) are added to make positive
imperative negative imperative as in (50).

(50) a. rd mu ro mimgyo/eu
ro mu ro mi-m-dyo
rice  cook.Imp rice  NEG-COOK-IMP
'Cook rice.' 'Don’t cook rice.'
b. ré cyo ro micagyol/eu
ro Cc-yo ro mi-ca-dyo/eu

rice  eat IMP.SG rice  NEG-eat-IMP

'Eat rice.' ‘Don’t eat rice.'

c. k"asa mik"siqa
khata mi-k"i-da
gO.ZSG.IMP NEG-gO-IMP
'‘Go' ‘Don’t go.'

The data given in (50 a-c) show that the prefix <mi-> is a negative marker in
imperative sentence and the main verb takes auxiliary <-¢a> in negative imperative.
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First person patient forms have the infix <-n-> as a prohibitive marker which comes
instead of <-¢a> after the nasalised sound as in (51).
(51) a. mi-tipsnuy

mi-tips-n-uy

NEG-meet-PROH-1SG

'Don’t meet me.'

b. misainuy
mi-sai-n-uy
NEG-ask-PROH-1SG. NPST

'Don’t ask me.'

With the transitive verbs in dual and plural forms, the suffix <-¢a> is not used as in
(52)
a. midipaci
mi-dina-ci
NEG - drink - bu.IMP
‘Don't drink.’

b. midinani
mi-dina - ni
NEG - drink - PL.IMP
‘Don't drink.'

e.Optative mood

The otative mood is restricted to the third person referents in Chamling. The optative
mood is marked by the suffix <-ne>. It can be used with all the numbers of the third

person as in (53).

(53) a. k'u kK'im¢a punne
K'u k"im-da puy-ne
3sG home-LOC go-OPT

'‘May he/she go home!'

46



b. K'uci k"imqa pusacine
K'uci  k"im-da pusa-ci-ne
3DU  home-LOC go-DU-OPT

'‘May they two go homel!'

c. k'uci  K'imqa mipupne
K'uci  k"im-da mi-puy-ne
3PL  home-LOC 3PL-g0-OPT

'‘May they all go home!"
f. Hortative mood

The hortative mood in Chamling is marked by the suffixes <-ine> and <-ace> as in
(54).
(54) a. k"azine

k"at-ine

gO-HORT.1PL.INCL.

'Let’s go.'

b. k'asace
k"at - ace
g0-HORT.1DU.INCL.

'Let’s go'

The hortative suffixes begin with a vowel and they are used with the first person dual

and plural inclusive. So, they are restricted to the first person dual and plural referent.
g. Subjunctive mood

The subjunctive mood in Chamling is generally used to express the relation between
the cause and effect. It is conditional in nature. The conjunction <nakhd> is use
before the cause or condition as in (55).
(55) a. wa jae nak"s kana khimda no hinoi

wa ta-e nak's kaya khim -da 5o hig-of

rain  come-NPsT if 1SG. home-LOG PART stay-1SG.NPST

"If it rains, | will stay at home.'
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b. k"u puse nak"s k& puni pus a7
K'u  pus-e nak"s ki  puni pus-of
3SG. QO-NPST if 1sG  also  go-1SG.NPST
'If he/she goes, I will also go.'

2.5.2 Modality

Modality refers to the speech act or propositional information indicated by special
grammatical markings in the verb. Modality codes the speaker's attitude or judgement.
Chamling modality system can be analyzed according to the distinction between
epistemic and evaluative (deontic) judgement (Givon, 2001:300) along with their sub-
categories.

a.  Epistemic modality

Epistemic modality expresses the speaker’s commitment to the truth, probability,
certainty, belief or evidence of the proposition. The epistemic modalities include

probability, certainty and evidentially (Regmi, 2007).
(i) Probability

This mood refers to the speaker’s attitude or judgement that the situation described in
the proposition is probably true. It is marked by the verb <hsla>. It may occur the

same in any tense as in (56).

(56) a. k'u ale faehala
K'u ale ta-e-hola
3G today COMe-NPST-PROB

'He/she might come today.'

b.ka ale K'agaihola
ki ale  kMag-oi-hola
1sG  today ¢o0-1SG.NPST-PROB
‘I might go today.'
In the data given in (56 a-b), it is clear that the verb <hala> expresses the probability
by attaching to the first verb.
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i) Certainty

This mood refers to the emphasis on the speaker’s attitude or judgement that his/her
propostion is true. In Chamling, it is marked by the emphatic particle <-yo>. It is
directly attached to the root of the verb. It may occur the same in any tense as in (57).
(57) a. k"ana sela  jak"rapeno

k'ana sela ta-k"rap-e-o

2sG  tomorrow 2-Weep-NPST-CERT

"You will certainly weep tomorrow.'

b. oko sieno
oko  si-e-»0
This  die-NPST-CERT

"This will certainly die.'

c. kK"uk"azeno
K'u  K"at-e-po
3SG  gO-NPST-CERT

'He/she will certainly go.'

d. ka k"uloi khaba ido? -0
ka  K'u-loi k"aba id-of -0
1SG  3SG-DAT money give-1s-CERT

‘I will certainly give him money.'
(iii) Evidentiality

There is a binary contrast in gramaticalized evidentially direct evidentially (directly
experienced) and indirect evidentiality (indirect evidence) in Chamling. Chamling
lacks separate morphemes for indicating evidentially as in (58).
(58) a. k"uwa kaprd cyo

k"u-wa kap-r & c-yo

3SG-ERG 2SG.POSS -rice eat-.pST

'He/she ate your rice. (as I directly witnessed.)'
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b. K'u  keb"a Kk"rapa
K'u  keb"a k'rap-a
3sG  much weep-PST
'He/she wept much.'

(iv) Negation

Negation is marked by a prefix and a suffix. The negative prefixes are <pa-> and
<mi-> and negative suffixes are <-na>, <-ina>, <-aina>, and <-ai>. The first

person singular has a negative infix <-n->.
a. First person

All the person verb forms take the negative prefix <pa-> in negation. The first person
singular takes an infix <-n-> as in (59).
(59) a. ki pyoda pak'sinnupa

kd tyoda  pa-k"sin- n-up

1sG  there NEG-QgO-INFX-1SG.PST

'l did not go there.’

b. ki pyoqa pak"sin na 7
ki  tyoda pa-k"sin-n-oi
1sG. there NEG-gO-INFX-1SG.NPST

'l do not go there.’

c. kaici pakhrapacimna
kaici pa-k"rapa-c - ina
1Du.INCL NEG-weep-DU - NEG.PST

‘We did not weep.'

d. kai  pak'rapika
koi  pa-k'rap-i-ka
1PL  NEG-weep-1PLS-EXCL.PST

‘We all (not you) did not weep."'
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e. koi  pa‘hrapina
kei  pa-k"rap-ina
1PL.  NEG-Weep-NEG.PST
'We did not weep.'

b. Second person
The second person singular, dual and plural take the negative suffixes like <-ina>,
<aina>, and <imna> in negation as in (60).
(60) a. k"ana fapusina
k"ana ta-pus-ina
2SG.  2-g0-NEG.PST
"You did not go.'

b. k"5 ici fapusacimna
k'sici ta-pusa-ci-na
2DU  2-g0-DU-NEG.PST
"You two did not go.'

c. kK'uini zapusimna
K"uini {a-pus-imna
2PL 2-g0-PL.NEG.PST
"You all did not go.'

c. Third person

The third person singular, dual and plural take the negative suffixes like <-ina> and
in negation. But the third person intransitive plural marker <mi-> is replaced with
<pa->as in (61).
(61) a. k'u  palhapina

K'u pa-lhap-ina

3sG 3-catch-NEG.PST

'He/she did not catch.'

b. k"uci palhapacina
k'uci pa-lhapa-c-ina
3Du  3-catch-DU-NEG.PST
‘They (two) did not catch.’
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c. k"uci palhapicina
K'uci pa-lhap-ina
3PL 3-catch-NEG.PST
"They all did not catch.’

The data given in (61 a-c), show that the third person singular, dual and plural take the
negative suffix <-ina> and replace it in transitive plural <mi-> marker with <pa->.

d. Negation in imperative

Any positive imperative takes an auxiliary verb ‘¢a’ as a post verb and a prefix <mi-
> in negative imperative as in (62).

(62) a. rd cyo
ro Cc-yo
rice  eat-IMP
‘Eat rice.’

b. r6 micadyo
ro mi-ca-dyo
rice  NEG-eat-V2.IMP

Don’t eat rice.'

c. ro caci
ro ca-Ci
rice  eat-DU.IMP
'(You two) eat rice'

d. rd micadaci
rd mi-ca-da-ci
rice  NEG-eat-vV2-DU.IMP

'(You two) don’t eat rice.’

e. ro cani
rd ca-ni
rice  eat-PL.IMP

'(You all) eat rice.'
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f. rd mica dani

ro mi-ca- da-ni

rice  NEG.-eat-v2-PL.IMP

'(You all) don’t eat rice.'
First person patient form takes an infix <-n-> after the pre-consonantal stem and the
post verb is not necessary but the first person singular marker (-uz) is added after the
infix as in (63).
(63) a. misennuny

mi-sen-n-uy

NEG-ask-INFX-1SG.IMP

'Don’t ask me.'

b. milhamnuy
mi-lham-n-uy
NEG-catch-INFX-1SG.IMP

'Don’t catch me.'

C. Mitimnuy
mi- tim-n-uy
NEG-meet-INFX-1SG.ImMP

'‘Don’t meet me.'
b. Evaluative (Deontic) modality

Evaluative (deontic) modality expresses the desirability, preference, internal or
external ability, obligation or manipulation of the speaker with respect to the
completion of the situation expressed in the predicate. It may be combined with any
of the tenses, either in the same morpheme or in combinations of morphemes. In
Chamling, there are two evaluative modalities: ability and obligation.

i. Ability

The ability refers to the situation in which an agent has a mental or physical ability to
complete the action expressed in the proposition. It is marked by <-cap> as in (64).
(64) a. kaya okolai saima capai

kaya oko-lai said-ma cap-ai
1sG. this-DAT kill-INF ABL-1SG.NPST
'l can kill this.'
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b. k'u  plima capu
K'u  plis-ma cap-u
3sG  speak-INF ABL-3S-PST
'He/she could speak.'

ii. Obligation

The obligation refers to the situation in which an agent is obliged to perform the
action of the verb expressed in the proposition. It is marked by <¢ir>. In the
obligation, the verb is bound to complete the action of the main verb. the emphatic
marker <yo> makes the obligaiton more forceful and the morpheme <-is>is a
negative form of <-fir> as in (65).

(65) a. kaga ospa  K'sima fire

kaza ospa k'at-ma tire
|SG. NOW  QO-INF-PART OBLG-NPST

'l have to go now.'

b. k"ana k"sima fire

k"ana k"at-ma tir-e
You.sG. go-INF OBLG-NPST

"You have to go.'

c. K'uwa plima po fire
k'uwa plis-ma o fir-e
3sG. talk-INF EMPH OBLG-NPST
'He/She must talk.'

d. K"ana lamqa emma ise
k"ana lam-da es-ma is-e
2sG. path-Loc pass stool- INF NEG.OBL -NPST
"You should not pass stool on the path.'

e. koi arak"a duyma ise
koi arak"a duy- ma is-e
1PL.INCL wine drink-INF NEG.OBL- NPST
'We should not drink wine.'
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2.6 Summary

In this chapter, we observed the infectional morphology of Chamling verbs. We have
tried our best to analyze the types of verb stems and inflections that occur in
Chamling verbs. Then, we examined the verb alternation on the basis of variable and
invariable classes. We discussed tense marking suffixes particularly about past tense
and non-past tense markers as well. In section 2.4, we discussed tense -aspect system.
In section 2.5, has focused on mood and modality. Mood includes declarative,
interrogative, imperative, optative hortative and subjunctive. Modality includes two
sub headings: Epistemic modality and Evaluative modality. Epistemic modality
consists of probability, certainty, evidentially and negation and evaluative modality

consists of ability and obligation.
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CHAPTER 3
DERIVATIONAL MORPHOLOGY

3.0 Outline

This chapter deals with the derivational morphology in the Chamling language. It
consists of three sections. In section 3.1, we present a derivational morphology. In
section 3.2, we discuss about non finite verbal construction. The last section presents
summary of this chapter.

3.1 Derivational morphology
3.1.1 Causative derivation

According to Payne (1997:176), causative constructions (or causatives) is the
linguistic instantiations of the conceptual notion of causation. Causative can be
divided into three types: lexical, morphological and periphrastic analytic. A
morphological causative is one kind of valance increasing operations.

Causativization is a valence increasing device by which the relation captured within a
single clause (Whaley, 1997:191). Morphological causative morpheme <-moaig¢->
which means ‘to make’ is found in Chamling. The process of causativization with

<-moaiq-> is productive in Chamling as in (66).

(66) Non-causative Causative

cama ‘to eat’ ‘camaima’ ‘to make sb eat’
kroma ‘to agree’ ‘kromaima’ ‘to make sb agree.’
k"ramma- ‘to weep’ khrammaima ‘to make sb weep’
k"dma- ‘to look’ k"dmaima ‘to make sb look’
duyma - ‘to drink’ qupmaima ‘to make sb drink’
rima- ‘to laugh’ rimaima ‘to make sb laugh’
remma- ‘to stand’ remmoima ‘to make sb stand’

The synatactic causative follows the infinitive form of a main verb as in (67).

(67) a. kana ac"aloi ro camaiquna
kana a-c"a-loi rd ca-moaid-una
1sG 1sG.poss - child-pat  rice  eat-caus-1sG. psT

‘I made my child eat rice.’
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b. k'u rakka po K'rapa

K'u  rakka o k"rap-a
3SG  verymuch  parT Weep-psT
‘He/she wept very much.’
c. mpawa kK'ulai K'rammoiqi
m-pa-wa K"u-loi k"ram-moid-yi
3SG Poss-father-ERG 3SG-DAT weep-CAUS-PST

‘His father made him weep.’

d. K'ana wa  adinyo
k"ana wa  ta-dig-yo
YO0u.SG. water 2-drink-NPST

‘You drink/will drink water.'

e. k"anawa kaloi wa  digfamaiquna
K'ana-wa  ka-loi wa  dip - a- moid-una
2SG-ERG 3SG-DAT water drink -2- caus-1SG.pST

‘You made me drink water.’

In the data given in (67 a-e), it is clear that causativization is formed by adding the

morpheme <moi¢> to the verb stem.
3.1.2 Transitive derivation

The augment -t (after vowel) ~ - d (after consonants, which are sometimes elided)
makes an intransitive verb transitive (Ebert, 1997 b). It is difficult to make difference
between transitivization and causativization, especially in between di-transitivization

and causativization in Chamling. Examples are as follows:
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Table 3.1: Comparsion among intransitive, transitive and ditransitive/causative

Intransitive Transitive Ditransitive/Causative

kK"az- ‘to go’ k"2iq- 'to take/carry' k"si-moi-ma 'to cause

somebody to carry'

ims- ‘to sleep’ ibg- 'to make somebody | im-moi-ma 'to cause
sleep’ somebody to sleep’
ri- ‘to laugh’ rit-‘to laugh at’ ri-moi-ma 'to make

somebody laugh’

K'rap- ‘to weep’ k"rabg- 'to make k"ram-mai-ma
somebody weep' ‘to make somebody weep’
rup- ‘to be finished’ rubq ‘to finish’ rum-moi-ma ‘to cause

somebody to finish’

Table, 3.1 presents the intransitive verbs that take the augment <-y> after vowels and
<-¢ > after consonants (which are sometimes elided) to be transitive verbs. The
augment <-s> is found in both transitive and intransitive verbs. Many verbs are used

transitively and intransitively without any change in the stem. (See: Ebert, 1997:15).
3.1.3 Noun incorporation

According to Payne (1997:221), noun incorporation is where a core argument (subject
or object) of a clause becomes "attached to" or "incorporated into™ the verbs. In
Chamling, there is the combination of noun and verb to form the process of noun
incorporation. This is shown in the following formula: [X] noun + [Y] verb = [XY]

verb

In this process, the core argument (subject or object) of a clause attached to or in

corporate into verb as in (68).

(68) k"aru  “‘work’ + muma ‘to do’ = k"arumuma  ‘to work’
hiu ‘wind’ + muma ‘to do’ = hiumuma  ‘to blow’
Iho ‘dance’ + muma ‘to do’ = chammuma ‘to dance’
cham ‘song’ + muma ‘to do’ = chammuma ‘to sing’

‘houwa’ ‘greeting’ + muma  ‘to do’ = hauwamuma ‘to request’

‘waima’ thirst + sima ‘to do’ =waimasima ‘to be thirsty’
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‘dikha’  ‘trouble’ + ima ‘to give’= dikhaima  ‘to trouble’
‘saka’‘hunger’ + sima ‘to die’=sakasima  ‘to be hungry’

‘rumbeli’ ‘salt and oil + ‘nalma’‘to touch’= rumbelinalma ‘to purify oneself’

modem  ‘kiss’ + muma ‘to do” = modemmuma ‘to kiss’
(69) a. mmawa yac"alai modemmu
m-ma-wa yac"a-loi modem-m-u
3SG.POSS-mother-ERG baby-DAT Kiss-do-3P.pST

'His mother kissed a baby.'

b. k'uwaima  sya
K'uwaima  si-a
3sG  thrist die-psT
He/she became thirsty

c. kaga tyoda k'aru mupko higot
kapa tyoda k"aru muy-ko hin-oi
1sG  there work done-NmML be.1sG. NPST

‘T have worked there.’

d. mina sie nakh ko iwa rumbeli nalma tire
mina si-e  nakho kai-wa rumbeli nal-ma tir-e
Man die-NpsT if We-ERG salt and oil touch-INF AUX. NPST

‘If man dies, we should purify ourselves.’

In the data given in (69 a-d), it is clear that the verbal morpheme <-muma> is

attached to the noun to derive a noun incorporation in Chamling.
3.1.4 Verb compounding

Verb compounding is a process of forming a compound verb by combining two
inflected verbs. It is also an instance of verb serialisation in which two successive
verbs form a single verb phrase heading one clause. The second verb (v2 or 'post
verb') loses its lexical meaning through semantic bleaching and functions as an

auxiliary verb to the first verb, main verb (v1 or 'pole verb’) as in (70).
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(70)a. kK'u  plilak"aza
K'u plila-k"at - a
3sG slip - go - psT

'He/She slipped away.'

b. k'uwa rd cyopaku
K'u-wa r&  c-yo-pak-u
3SG-ERG rice  eat- 3p-put-3p.pST

'He/She ate rice up.'

c. k'uwa lugo horsikasi
k'u-wa lugto hors - i - kas - i
3SG-ERG stone hurl - 3P - throw - 3P.PST
'He/She hurled a stone away.'
In the data given in (70), the second verbs 'khata’, 'paku’ and ‘kasi' lose their lexical
meaning and funciton as the auxiliary verb to the main verb.
| found the vector verbs similar to those described in Ebert (1997:34-37).

Table 3.2: Chamling post verbs

Verb Meaning as full verb Role as post verb
1. chud arrive telecizing
2. chupys/chod sent/send to
3. da/dyo sent/send to
4. dha/dhas fall/descend
khat/khaid go/bring
6. kas throw
7. pak put
8. sil/set die/kill
9. wpas keep atelicizing
10. laid come out inchoative
11. pid give benefactive

(Adapted from Ebert, 1997b)
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3.2 Non-finite verbal construction
3.2.1 Non-finite with normal function
a. Infinitive

In Chamling, the infinitival and gerunds may function as a nominal construction like
noun and noun phrase. The infinitive suffix is added to the verb stem in both nominal
constructions (i.e. in infinitival and gerund) as in (71).

(71) a. kapa yoqa puyma pacannai
kana tyoda pup-ma pa-can-n-of
1sG  there go-INF NEG-able-NEG-1SG.NPST

‘I am not able to go there.’

b. kai-wa k"uloi coimha payirai
kai-wa K'u-loi coi-mha pa-tir-of
1PL.INCL-ERG 3SG-DAT beat-INF NEG-become-NPST

'We should not beat him.'

c. wapoma lamzhima kebhano khunyo
wapoma lamth-ma kebha no khunyo
Morning walk-INF very PART good

‘Walking in the morning is very good.’

The data given in (71 a-c) show that the suffix <-ma> or <-mha> shows infinitive

inflection.
3.2.2 Non-finite with with adjectival functions

There are two kinds of participles used as adjectival function in Chamling:present
participle and past participle. They may function as an adjectival construction like
adjective and adjective clause. The participle suffix <-ko> is added to the verb stem in

both adjectival constructions (i.e. in present participle and in past participle.)
a. Present participle <-ko>

The finite present participle suffix <-ko> is used to modify the nominal and to

function as adjectival as in (72).
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(72) a. arak"aqugkomina  ¢"yak"asa

arak"a duy-ko -mina d"ya-k"at -a
Alcohol drink-NML-person fall down-v2-psT
‘Alcoholist fell down.’

b. lam lamzhikominawa ro cyo
lam  lamthi-ko-mina-wa rd c-yo
Path  walk-NML-person-ERG rice  eat-NPST

‘Padestrian eats/will eat rice.’
In the data given in (72a-b), the suffix<-ko> shows the adjectival functions.
b. Past participle <-ko>
(73) a. k"uwa kaloi  pabuiquyko

K'u -wa ka-loi pa-buid-up-ko

3SG-ERG 1SG-DAT 3-call-1sG. PST-PERF

‘He had called me.’

b. k"uwa cabha fekyu-ko
K"u-wa cabha tek-u-ko
He-ERG tiger see-3P-PERF

‘He has seen a tiger.’

3.2.3 Non finite with adverbial functions
a. Present participle
(i) Time
The adverbial clauses of time signal temporal as well as sequential relationships and
utilize both the strategies of subordination. The non-finite affix <-pa> is used as in
(74).
(74) a. K'u walasi  khayepa, ki  k"analoi buine
K'u  wa-las-si khat-e-pa ki  k"ana-loi bui-ne
3sG water-bring-PURP  gO-NPST-when 1SG  2SG-DAT call-1—2.NPST

‘When he goes to bring water, I will call you.’

b. buplima buzapaka  ak"imni pusuna
buplima but-a-pa ka a-k'im - ni pus-una
bell ring-pST-when | 1SG.POSs-house-LOC  g0-1SG.PST
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‘When the bell rang, I went to my house.’
In the data given in (74a-b), the suffix <-pa> shows the time when it is added to the

verb.
(i) Manner

In Chamling, some non-finite verbs take the suffix <-lo> to show the manner of

action as in (75).

(75) a. K'u  canyolo plise
k"u  can-yo-lo plis-e
3sG taste good-NPST-MAN speak-NPST

‘He speaks/will speak sweetly.’

b. k'uwa mnicholi tyukelo caighyo
K"u-wa m-nicho-loi tyuk-e-lo caidh-yo
3SG-ERG 3SG.POSS-brother-DAT pain-NPST-MAN beat-NPST

He beats/will beat his brother painfully.

c. k"ana caisalozaplise
k'ana caisa-lo ta-plis-e
2SG  taste bad-MAN 2-speak-NPST
“You speak badly.’
In the data given in (75a-c), the suffix <-lo> when added to the verb shows the way in
which an action is carried out. Such a verb with an adverbial function comes before

the finite verb.
3.3 Summary

In this chapter, we examined the derivational morphology as well as non finite verbal
construction inherent in the Chamling language. We observed derivational
morphology through causative derivation, transitive derivation, noun incorporation
and verb compounding. In compound verbs, only the auxiliary verbs inflect for person

number and tense.
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CHAPTER 4

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

Chamling is one of the sub- tribes of Rai. The term 'Chamling’ refers to both language
and tribal group. According to the CBS report of Nepal (2012), the population of
Chamling native speakers is 76,800. The Chamling speakers of Balamta V.D.C,

Udayapur district are fluent native speakers. They belong to Balamta dialect.

This study contains four chapters. The first chapter deals with introduction in which
we outlined the objectives and methodology. We have included genetic affiliation,
statements of the problems of the study, review of literature, significance of the study,

research methodology and organization of the study.

The second chapter deals with the inflectional morphology. Under inflectional
morphology of Chamling, there are some findings. Variable and invariable stems are
found in Chamling. Most of the verb stems alternate between vocalic and consonantal
suffixes. The verb affixes are grouped into three types: prefix, suffix and infix. They
are analyzed in terms of person and number. The second person object morpheme is
<-na>in a 1—2 configuration. The first person exclusive marker is <-ka>. The
prefix <ta-> indicates the second person, the prefix <mi-> indicates third person
plural and also negative imperative marker and the prefix <pa-> indicates third
person actor and also the negative marker for the first and the third person. The suffix
<-2i/6> indicates the first person singular subject and patient in the non-past tense
and the suffix <-umya> indicates the first person singular subject and patient in the past
tense. The suffix <-u> indicates the third person patient or first person singular
patient. The suffix <-i> indicates the first and second person plural patient and
subject to intransitive verb and third person patient. The suffix <-ni> indicates the
second person plural. The suffix <-m> indicates the first person non-singular actor
and also the second person plural actor. The suffix <-aic> is a reflexive marker. The
verb 'hine' states the locational and existential functions. The verb 7ir' functions as a
complement verb. The verb "a2ina’ 'not to be' functions as an identificational verb in

negative form.

The suffix <-2i/0/yo/e> is a non-past tense marker and the suffix <-a /una/kothio> is

a past tense marker. The suffix <-a> is used as a finite base marker with all the non-
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singular persons in transitive and intransitive construction. In such a case, the past
tense is unmarked. The post verb 'yas" 'to keep/remain’ indicates the progressive
aspect and <-kohinelkothio> indicates the perfective marker. Likewise, different
types of mood and modality have been discussed.

The third chapter deals with derivational morphology. Under derivational
morphology, causative derivation, transitive derivation, noun incorporation and verb
compounding have been dealt. The non-finite verbal construction has also been
discussed. The causative is derived by adding <-maig¢> to the verb root. The
consonants /¢/ and /¢/ are added to intransitive verb root to make it transitive. The
noun incorporation in Chamling is formulated as [X] noun + [Y] verb = [XY]verb and
verb compounding is formulated as verb +verb = compound verb. In compound verb,

the auxiliary verb inflects for person, number and tense.
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APPENDIX -1

Names of Language Consultants

S.N. | Name Age Sex Address

1 Padam Kumar Rai 54 M Balamta-4, Majha Gaun
2 Asan Bahadur Rai 47 M Balama-5, Lankatala

3 Birkharaj Rai 34 M Balamta-1, Chhata Gaun
4 Pratika Rai 41 F Balamta-4, Majha Gaun
5 Parbati Rai 31 F Balamta-6, Rumphutu

6 Hom Bahadur Rai 36 M Balamta-2, Dandatole

7 Arjun Rai 35 M Balamta-7, Deurali

8 Pasbin Rai 17 M Balamta-5, Lankatala

9 Sandesh Rai 15 M Balamta-8, Laku

10 Bibash Rai 15 M Balamta-1, Chhata Gaun
11 Yam Bahadur Rai 30 M Balamta-6, Tirala

12 Nabin Kishor Rai 33 M Balamta-5, Lankatala
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APPENDIX-I1

Intransitive Verbs

a. The verbal paradigm of intransitive verb /plima/ 'to speak’ related to tense

Pronoun NPST PST
1sG plisai plisun(a)
1Du. INCL plisace plisaci
1DuU. EXCL plisacke plisacka
1PL. INCL plisiye plisi

1PL. EXCL Plisike plisika
2SG taplise taplisa
2DU tamplisace taplisaci
2PL taplisine taplisi
3sG plise plisa
3DU plisace plisaci
3pPL miplisace miplisaci

b. The verbal paradigm of intransitive verb related to aspect
i. Perfective aspect /k"ramma/ 'to cry’

Pronoun Present perfective Past perfective

1sG K"rap-uy-kohipe K"rap-un-koghio
1pu. INcL | K"rapa-Ci-kohine K"rapa-ci- koghio
1pu. excL | k"rapa-c-ka- kohine k"rapa-c-ka- koghio
1pL. INCL | K'rap-i- kohine k"rap-i- koghio

1prL. ExcL | K"rap-i-ka- kohige K"rap-i-ka- koghio
2SG ta- K'rapa- kohipe fa- K"rapa- koghio
2DU ta-K"rap-ci- kohipe fa-K"rap-ci- koghio
2pPL ta-K'rap-i-ye- kohipe {a-K"rap-i-ye- koghio
3sG K"rapa-kohine K"rapa- koghio

3pDu k"rap-ci-kohine k"rap-ci- koghio
3PL mi-k"rap- kohine mi-k"rap- koghio
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ii.  Imperfective aspect /k"ramma/ 'to cry'

Pronoun Present imperfective Past imperfective

1sG K"rap-ai-pas- of K"rap-u-pas-uy-koghio

1pu. INcL | K'rapa- pasa-c-e k"rapa- yasa-c-i- koghio
1pu. excL | K'rapa- pasa-c-k-e k"rapa- yasa-c-ka- koghio
1prL. INCL | K'rap-u- pas-i-m-e K"rap-u- gas-i-m- koghio
1pL. ExCL | K'rap- u- gas-i-m-k-e k"rap- u- gas-i-m-ka- koghio
256G ta-K"rap- u- yas-e fa-K"rap- u- yasa- koghio
2DU ta-K"rap- u- yasa-c-e ta-K"rap- u- yasa-c-i- koghio
2pPL ta-K"rap- u- yas-i-m-e ta-K"rap- u- gas-i-m- koghio
3sG K'rap-u- yas-e K"rap-u- yasa- koghio

3Du k"rapa-pasa-c-e k"rapa-yasa-c-i- koghio

3PL mi-k"rap-e- yas-e mi-k"rapa- yasa- koghio
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APPENDIX-111

Transitive Verbs

a. The verbal paradigm of transitive verb /caimha/ 'to beat' related to tense

Pronoun NPST PST
1sG—2sG cainhe coinha
1sG—2Du cainhace coinhaci
1sG—>2prL cainhance cainhaci
156—>35G caid ot caid"un(a)
1sG—3bu Caiqoical caid"uncun(a)
1sG—3pPL Caiqoical caiq"ucun(a)
1DU.INCL—>2/3 caid"aicot caid"aci
1DU.EXCL—>2/3 caiq"acke caiq"acka
1PL. INCL—2/3 caiq"imne caiq"um

1PL. EXCL—2/3 caiq"umke caiq"umke
256—>3SG [acaiq’e [acoid'i

25G —3DU faciq"ace facaiq"aci
25G—3pPL facoiq"ace facaiq"aci
2DU—3 facaiq"ace facaiq"aci
2PL—3 facaiq"imne facaiq"im
356—3sG caiqe caid"i
3s6—3DU caiq"ice caq'ici
3DU—3sG pacaiqace pacaiq aci
3pU—3DU pacaiqace pacaiq aci
3sG6—3PL ciqice caidici
3DL—3pPL pacaiqace pacaiq aci
3PL—>3sG pacaiqe pacoiq'a
3PL—3DU pacaiqe pacoiq'a
3PL—>3pPL pacaiqe pacoiq'a
2/3sG—>1SG (acaiq"ar racaiq"un(a)
2/3DU—1sG (acaiq ucuy facaiq ucun(a)

72




2/3PL—>1SG {acoiq"ace facaiq " ucun(a)
3—>IDU. INCL pacaiqace pacoiq aci

2/3 —>1DU. EXCL pacaiq acke pacaiq"acka
3—1PL. INCL pacaiqine pacaiq'i
2/3—1PL.EXCL pacaiqimke pacaq"imka
325G [acaiqe facoid'a
3—DU {acaiq"ace facoiqaci
3—>2pL facaiq"ine facaiq"i
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