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ABSTRACT

This study is an attempt to analyze the clause combining system of Phedappe
Limbu. The Phedappe Limbu is one of the dialects of Limbu language which
belongs to the east Himalayan group of Tibeto Burman languages. It is mainly
spoken in the Phedap area which boarders the Nuwa Khola river in the west and
the Tomor Khola river in the east of Terhathum district.

In Phedappe Limbu clauses are broadly divided into Finite and Non-finite clauses
on the basis of full and reduced affixes on the verb stems. The finite clause
consists of basic clauses such as declarative, interrogative, imperative and
exclamative clause. The non-finite clause, on the other hand, consists of infinitival,
purposive, converb, gerundive and sequential clauses. There is verbless clause in

Phedappe Limbu.

Phedappe independent clause does not depend syntactically on another clause but
the dependent clause depends. Clauses are combined through two main processes
viz. coordination and subordination in Phedappe Limbu. When two independent
clauses are combined with the help of coordinating conjunctions like hekyan "and"
koro "but"etc. it is called coordination process. The clauses constructed through
such process are called coordinated clauses. Subordination is the process in which
independent or main clauses are combined with dependent or subordinate causes
using subordinating conjunctions such as -ille, -ay, -phay , san etc. The clauses
made following such processes are known as subordinate clauses. Within
subordinate clause -nominal, relative, gerundive, sequential and adverb clauses are
found. Gerundive clause is marked by the subordinator -o and the suffix '-an'

attaches to the root verbs for sequential clause.

In Phedappe Limbu, under the adverbial clause- clause of time, reason, purpose,
result concession, place, condition, clause of comparison and similarity and
correlative clauses are found. Similarly, infinitival, purposive, and converb clauses

are dealt under non-finite clauses.
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