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ABSTRACT

As the world today has encountered new security challenges, it has impelled
national, regional and global security actors and apparatus to think, prepare and plan
accordingly. Unconventional security challenges have surged up along with resource
scarcity, unprecedented impacts of climate change, environmental insecurities and its
impact on the work and livelihood, natural disasters, pandemic, among others, which,
however call for going beyond conventional security approaches while protecting
sovereignty and territorial integrity of a country. In the context of Nepal, it is more
appropriate, as the Himalayan country is facing specific geopolitical and geo-strategic
challenges that have emerged in the wake of the changing dynamics of Sino-Indian
dynamics.

While the global power dynamics has shifted from Atlantic to Pacific, or in
simple words, from West to the East, the rise of China cannot be ignored, which has
once again highlighted Nepal’s geostrategic posture. Concurrently, while Nepal’s
southern neighbor India is also rapidly expanding its influence in global and regional
spheres, small powers located between India and China may face both negative and
potentially positive efforts in dealing with the changing global order in the context of
China-India rivalry. Most importantly, Nepal’s open and unregulated borderlands
with India, may be impacted. Apprehending the same, this study aims to highlight the
same aspect of Nepal-India relations, and owing to the new and non-conventional
security threats, this study calls for strengthening the border security along the Nepal-
India borders for the protection of its national security, to maintain its territorial
integrity and upholds its sovereignty, and above all to proliferate trust between two

countries.
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Methodologically, this study is done qualitative research design. The data and
information for the study has been drawn from the primary and secondary sources.
Altogether researcher selected 40 people as Key Informants (KIs) for interview
including border security personnel, border experts, administrators, journalists and
local level government representatives specially from the adjoining districts with
Nepal and India. Researcher has analyzed the situation from the perspective of Armed
Police Force. However, the research was affected and delayed owing to the
restrictions imposed during the lockdown to contain COVID-19 global pandemic.
Researcher physically visited the aforementioned districts for data collection.
Normally, the venue for Focus Group Discussion (FGD) and interview was arranged
at the APF, Nepal and Nepal Police offices located at the border region.

The open and unregulated borderlands have created both opportunities and
threats tothe two neighboring countries. Border security challenges have significantly
increased along the Nepal-India open border. Thus, this research has identified a need
to go beyond the conventional understanding of security as a domain of military or
government's security apparatus and adopt for a holistic security framework to deal
with the security challenges of the 21 century. Economic interdependency, trade,
socio-cultural relations are opportunities while the border disputes, open borderlands
between the two immediate neighbors have equally created security threats to the both
countries. The open border management system is largely responsible for the illegal
and criminal activities such as robbery, murder, kidnapping, smuggling of goods,
arms, ammunition, human trafficking, trafficking of narcotic drugs, and smuggling of
counterfeit currency as well as illegal migration on both sides of the border. While it
is true that the open border has facilitated terrorist and criminal activities that are

adversely impacting national security, it is equally important to recognize that an open
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border has also helped India and Nepal to develop and deepen socio-cultural and
economic relations. The most sensitive issues these days are the free movement of the
terrorists and transportation of illegal arms and ammunitions across the open border.
This is quite harmful for both the countries. An uncontrolled, unrestricted and opened
border constitutes the breeding ground for terrorism, criminal, illegal and anti-social
activities. Open border of Nepal can also be a playground for terrorism. There is no
enough security deployment at the border region. Border control mechanism like
monitoring and surveillance devices are not enough, eventually posing threat to the
national security. The border issues arise occasionally but are not given serious
attention from both sides. As Nepal- India border is unmanaged since the centuries,
there are no records of people crossing the border every day. Equally, there are
inadequate vigilances at the border crossing points. Nepal- India border is growing
more and more sensitive day by day from the security perspective. There are assorted
security challenges that have been rising day-by-day. Hence, this study has
highlighted that it is necessary to figure out the Security Sensitive Area, equip the
Border Guarding Forces with Modern Weapons and Gadgets, form a separate Border
Intelligence Wing, apply Identification Card and prepare and implement Proper
Border Guidelines which are some of the ways that can well manage/handle the

Nepal- India open border.
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