10141S1d YHVYIS ‘“O0aA JdNdTV ‘VAIMANL 40 AQNLS JIHdVIOONHLI NV 39V I1TIA JINHLI-ILTNN V NI dIHSNOILVIIY 3LSVO-43LNI

(0T02) yeys g Meuer -

INTER-CASTE RELATIONSHIP IN A
MULTI-ETHNIC VILLAGE: AN ETHNOGRAPHIC STUDY
OF TUDKIYA, LALPUR VDC,

SIRAHA DISTRICT

The Thesis Submitted to the Faculty of Humanities and Social
Sciences in Partial Fulfillment of the requirement for the
Degree of Master in Anthropology

Submitted By
Janak Bahadur Shabhi

Tribhuvan University
Kirtipur, Kathmandu
March, 2010



INTER-CASTE RELATIONSHIP IN A
MULTI-ETHNIC VILLAGE: AN ETHNOGRAPHIC STUDY
OF TUDKIYA, LALPUR VDC,

SIRAHA DISTRICT

The Thesis Submitted to the Faculty of Humanities and Social
Sciences in Partial Fulfillment of the requirement for the
Degree of Master in Anthropology

Submitted By
Janak Bahadur Shahi

Tribhuvan University
Kirtipur, Kathmandu
March, 2010



Recommendation letter

Tribhuvan University
Central Department of Sociology / Anthropology
Kiritpur

It is certified that Mr. Janak Bahadur Shahi has completed dissertation entitled
"Inter-caste Relationship in a Multi-ethnic Village: An Ethnographic Study of
Tudkiya, Lalpur VDC, Siraha District" under my guidance and supervision. |
recommend his dissertation for final approval and acceptance.

Mr. Tika Ram Gautam

Central Department of Sociology/ Anthropology
Tribhuvan University,

Kirtipur, Kathmandu

Date: .....ccovivviiiinnen.



Approval letter

Tribhuvan University
Central Department of Sociology/Anthropology
Kirtipur

This dissertation presented by Janak Bahadur Shahi entitled "Inter-caste
Relationship in a Multi-ethnic Village: An Ethnographic Study of Tudkiya,
Lalpur VDC, Siraha District" has been accepted in the partial fulfillment of the
requirement for the degree of Master of Arts (M.A.) in Anthropology.

Dissertation Evaluation Committee:

Chairperson: Dr. Om P. Gurung
Member (Supervisor): Mr. Tika Ram Gautam
Member (External): Mr. Kapil Dahal



Dedication

| dedicate this dissertation in memory of
|ate Dr. Saubhagya Shah



Acknowledgement

This ethnography has benefited from the assistance, inspiration, kindness and
guidance of numerous people and institutions in many places. My deepest gratitude is
to the people of Tudkiya, who have provided the roots of my thesis and shared with
me many of their stories, insightful thoughts, joys, sorrowness and acceptance of my
presence to observe and record their day to day on going village life. Without their
generous co-operation, trust and hosptality, | can't believe, this study would have
come to an end.

| am grateful to the family of Rajkumar Rai, Bakta Bahadur Rai, Laxman Rai,
Ram Swarup Mahato, Ram Sada, Rau Pulami, Bishnu lama, Girwal Paswan,
Bindeswar Sah (Teli), Munesar Mallik (Dom), Surendra Thankur (Hgam), Srawan
Lama, Adhyani Pakhrin, Jhagdu Sah (Sudi), Uttimlal Ray, Uttimbal Sah (Teli),
Chamuna Sah (Teli), Bodhalal Shrestha, Madan Y adav, Rgjendra Ray, Mahesh Ray,
Iswar Bhandari, Shukbir B.K., Trisna Kumar Yonjan, Hari Ballab Thakur (Hgam),
Bharrat Rai, Shuvla Rai, Matuklal Rai, Pravu Sah (Teli),Sobha Nayak (Sudi), Indra
Suyal, Rekha Devi Sah (Teli), Raeswari Rai, Savita Ra, Madanla Tamang,
Kapuleswor Thakur (Barhi) for their warm hospitality and invitation for innumerable
cups of teaand generous meals.

| express deep condolence and sorrow on the untimely demise of my advisor
Late Dr. Saubhagya Shah. | could not complete the task during his lifetime. | am very
much inspired from his enthnographic insights.

Similarly, | owe a great deal of gratitude to my supervisor Mr. Tika Ram
Gautam for his inspiration. He gave me direction, while | was in the transitional
situation. | am grateful to my external examiner Mr. Kapil Dahal for his close
scrutiny of my draft and his constructive suggestions to add some texture of the
writing. Likewise, my deep respect goes to Prof. Dr. Om Prasad Gurung the
department head for his kind acceptance of carrying out this research. Along with, |

would like to acknowledge all the 'gurus of the department for their intellectual



nourishment throughout my graduate years and who aso helped and inspired me in
many ways during the research period.

| extend my thanks to friends and colleagues Madhu Giri, Tika B. Kunwar,
Kapana Thapa, Dilli Ram Timilisina, Sushil Padney, Reena Maharjan, Sujata
Gauchan, Karunakar Upreti and Pol Gurung not only for their delightful company but
also for giving me encouragement. | offer my special thanks to Miss Durga Dhami
for her editing of the English language and Rejesh Shrestha of Sahara Computer
Service, Kirtipur for efficient typing, setting and printing of this dissertation.

Janak Bahadur Shahi



Table of Contents

Recommendation L etter
Approval Sheet
Acknowledgement

Table of Contents
CHAPTER - | : Introduction

11
1.2
1.3
14

Background of the study

Statement of Problem

Objectives of Study

Methodological Approach

1.4.1 Fieldwork Experiences

1.4.2 Toolsand Techniques of Data Gathering
1.4.3 Chapter Organization

CHAPTER - |1 : Literature Review

2.1 Defining Caste System

2.2  Caste and Occupation

2.3  Caste and Hierarchy

2.4  Caste and Caste Council

2.5 Intra-caste Division, Marriage and Sects
CHAPTER - 111 : The Setting: The Place and the People

CHAPTER - 1V : Economy

4.1

Conventional Domains of Economy

4.1.2.1 Hgjam
4.1.2.2 Barhi

Page No.

H-1v
V-VII
1-8

N N B~ B DN

9-25

13
18
22

26-34

35-65
35

4.1.1 Anima Sharing (Damposhiya) and Bullocks Sharing (Harbhaji) 38
4.1.2 Caste-Based Occupations

40
41
45



4.1.2.3B.K. (hill) 47

4.1.2.4 Chamar 47
4.1.2.5Dom 49
4.2  Changing Economy and New Opportunities 52
4.2.1 Foreign Employment 56
4.2.2 Government and Non-Government Employments 59
4.2.3 Local Retail Business and Other Economic Activities 61
4.2.3.1 Rickshaw Pulling and Fire Wood Selling 62
4.2.3.2 Village available Work, Transportation of Cassia
Leaves and Jackfruit 63
CHAPTER - V : Intra-Caste Division and Hierar chy 66-90
51 Commensal Hierarchy and Its Previous Operation 75
5.1.1 Commensal Hierarchy at Present 79
5.1.2 Commensal Relations between non-Dalit and Dalit 81
5.1.3 Commensality: Dom Versus other Castes 85
5.2  Contested Hierarchy 88

CHAPTER - VI: Jat Samaj, Behaviour Control and

Maintaing Caste | dentity 91-109
6.1 Jat Samag Prosecution to Inter-caste Marriage and Elopement 95
6.2 Differences within Jat Samgj 102
6.3 Jat Samgj Tiers 106

CHAPTER - VII: Social and Cultural Spacefor Inter-caste Relations 110-123

7.1 Marriage 110
7.2  Death 112
7.3  Chhewar 113

7.4  Ritua Friends 114



75 Faguwa
7.6  Bilauki Ritual
7.7 Village Territorial Deity and Temple

Chapter - VIII : Summary and Conclusion
References
Glossary of Local Terms

Annex

115
117
117

124-127

128-130

131-132
133



aghori
arbikopi

B.k.

babu
baishnav
bani

baniya
bauwa
bhagwati
bhai
bhandara
bhar

bhauri

bhoj cut
bilauki
brathbandha
chhewar
chilum
chulo khane

dakshina

dala(i)
dewan
dhamini
Dhankuta
dhoti
dhuni
dhup
diyad
dosh
gauwa
gawadi
gotra
grihat
gumchha
guru
gwali
gwar
hariani

hatiya
jat bhoj
jat cut
jat samgy
jat
jogira

Glossary of Local terms
personified God who takes meat and liquor
state of devotion in which sect follower has discarded his/ her
relation to family
bi swakarma (blacksmith)
term to affection of young one
asect of Hindu religion (specially in Tarai area)
labour charge
businessman
term of affection to young one in maithili language
goddess
brother
sect people's feast
obligatory responsibility on the part of kin to pay tribute to other kin
conventional barter system between Udayapur and the study area
exclusion from feast
aritua performed before the marriage heading to bride house
holy thread wearing ritua
boy's first hair cutting ceremony of tarai castes
small smoking mud pipe
the custom of some groups who separately self cooked and not
alow to touch those who take food in market places
money offered to Hajam or Brahman by client after completion of
ritual
basket
second rank man of informal caste body of terai caste
is acollective name for God and Goddesses
who's occupation to unhusk paddy
long piece of cloth worn by male
sacred fire place
fumigation
consaguineal relatives
ritual friend
equally used synonym of jat samgj
particular tarai caste's village level enforcing body
exogamous agnatic descent group traced to amythical ancestor
client of service-caste
thin cotton towel
teacher
cow shed
synonym of yadav
given payment and cloths to chamar woman at the end of his
childbirth assisting services
the place where temporary market takes place
caste brotherhood feast
exclusion from caste
village level caste rule enforcing body of particular tarai caste
caste; species
a kind of questioning and answering through the medium of songs
between two choruses at holi festival



kabirpanthi

kabula

kaniyanirachhan

kankar
kanthi

katha
khalifa
khan
khnoch

khut
kirtan
kolhu
kumar
kurta
kurthidal
kutumb
lama
mangen
mantra
nagpuja
nankin
pan
panchayat
panchmole
panghait
parsauti

parwal

patti
pokhari
pugegri
puja
ramaut
sakkar
sampradaish
sanskar
santabhekh
sida

than

thar

tika

tilak

tudka
tupi

sub-sect of baishnav who takes material approach and refuses to
worship god and goddesses
promise to deity made to offer something or worship with a
condition of fulfilling certain desired thing
birde's first face seeing ceremony at patrifocal house
tobacco
small sacred wood piece that sect followers worn either on neck or
arm
story
local word equally used for pujegri
annual grainpaid system to service rendering castes
certain places of udayapur district previously people of Tudkiya
went for transaction; gorge
sub-division of taral caste
holy songs that performed by group in different occasions
traditional oil pressing wood machine
boy age below the 10 years that needing for dhamani puja
loose shirt
one kind of rugged pulse
affinal relatives
aman who officiate Tamang ritua
first rank man of informal caste body of tarai caste
spell
snake worship
spiced fried pulses
betel |eaf
inter-caste meeting of local elites
committee of five men who decide the price of animal.
sub-division of tarai caste
chamar women's traditional service on occasion of child birth to
women client
perennia vegetable plant
two step upper body of jat samaj
pond
who officiates worship at common village deity
worship
sub-sect of baishnav
molasse
sub-sect of baishnav
creed
sect of magar
uncooked rice, vegetables and pulse especially offered to Hajam or
Brahman on occasion by clients (reciprocal gift)
the common worshipping place
sub-castes clan
sectarian mark made on the forehead by saffron, sandal or unbroken
rice
brida payment given to bridegroom at the day of marriage
engagement (dowry)
folded leaf bowl made for instant water drinking
tuft of hair left on the crown of the head by Hindu males



