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Abstract

In Henry James's The Tragic Muse, the aesthetics emerges in the politics of society. Society and
its mode of production condition and determine art, literature, painting and performances. The
art, literature and performances are guided by the ideol ogies of the upper class people of the
society and its mode of production. In addition to this, they create their own autonomy for
rebelling the existing society. The behaviors of the bourgeois people like Peter Sherringham and
Julia Dallow towards the artists Nick and Miriam also support to justify that aestheticsis an

outcome of the society and its mode of production.



Table of Contents

Chapter - |
Introduction
An Overview of the Novd

Literature Review

Chapter-I11

Marxist Aesthetics
Introduction
Labor Origin of Aesthetic Sensibility
Presence of Class Consciousnessin Literature

Socio-Aesthetic Purposiveness

Page No

1-10

11-28
11
11
12
13

16

Economic Base and Superstructure: Ideology and Historicity in Art and Literature 17

Aesthetic |deal

Creative Typification

Form and Content Relationship
The Reflectionist Theory
Poetics and Politics

Art, Culture and Socialism

19

20

22

22

24

26



Chapter- 111 20-48

Textual analysis 29
Art: The Representation/Reflection of Life and Society 30
Ideological Relation of Julia Dallow and Nick Dormer 33
Exploitative Traits of the Capitalists 35
Artists/Laborers Creating the Type/Second Nature 39
Artistic Product (Form) Determined by Mode of Production (Content) 42
The Autonomy of Art: The Rebelling Weapon against Capitalists 45
Intermingling Aesthetic and Political Representatives 47

Chapter-1V 49-50

Conclusion 49

Works Cited



